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DISCOURSES: 
The FIRST, 
Of Man's Enmity to God, 


FROM 


ROM. viii. 7. Becauſe the carnal mind 


is enmity againſt God : for it is not 
ſubjef# to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be. 


The SECOND, 
Of the Salvation of Sinners, 
FROM 


: TIM. 1. 15. This is a faithful ſay- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, That 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to- 


Jave fanners ;, of whom 1 am chief. 


By the late Learned Divine 
STEPHEN Crarnock, B.D.” 


Publiſh'd by Me his Original 7 FR a8 
Edward Veel. © 
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of mans Be: oo, 7 not Th Cs 1 
among his Papers ; eſpecially three - 
Serwons which many heard him preach 
on Three ſeveral Lord. S-days, ' \#por 

1 Tim, 11. 1.5, *Chriſt Je IT 
into the Word: 'ro- fave finners.. 
But now, beyond expeEation, inſtead 
of them, the good Providence of Gol | 
hath-brought to fight the 'Tibo follom- 3 
ing/Tre the by the. fit Dil- . F 
+ gence. of- Me. Aſhton , one -of. the 
: laborious Tranſcribers, of ;t the . Fixſt 
| Volume of this Author s Wor n and 
who, to give" him "Dis * the, hath rakd 
them Out $f the Mk es, ' nd re cuſs, 


Ye: ww 


as with feat ra on | -” 
the ſeveral Materials he-found. belong 19- 
ng om. to: 288 Is (Ge 
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to the: Reader, LA 


the many looſe Papers of Ms. Char- 


nock be had by him... The Papers. 
T have ſe \ſee en, Jae with Mr. Arne 
help, have ( ho far as was ,needful'), 


compared | the "Tranſcription wit 
them, '- | 


One of reſp Treatiſes contains. 
the Continuation 0 . the: RA Me-. 
ditations 'on 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
herein” he handles a eat Dofrine, 
grounded 'on the laft Clauſe of f the 
Verſe. | The Text” was fruaful,” and 
bore twins'z whertof the yo. unger ont, 
ſurvives; the other, T feat, 4s He 
without df | | 

"But T verily perſuade 3 my af. that 
many. un; hone ſt-. 
on'-to) bleſs 'the :Lord" far the Birth, 
-< ſhalt. I ſay? )' or the Re ſurreBtion, of | 
_ this flil-horn Offspring of fo worthy 
4 ' Father, 2 ; bro, 0. / ir Y 


"Soul will have occaſi=. 
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not only to. inire. 4 4 ric 


hs 


i In we fd; o 
ang... ant | | 
rs mto deſþ 
ont thery.. Sens 148; wot 
"others. ,. but. 
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240; on Ragder,s ; 


_ to "wk they ths Bock re 


We +T%S 


; ſponla): pil aveothcs + catch at. them 
and. undo'\ themſelves. by. 'miſapplying. 
them. ' 4nd who knows not, that what 
is a Cordial: 20 Jeme, may prove Payſon 
ta others, 2+ 

As «far <e other Diſuurſe, of Man's sS 
Enmity.-againit God ,- we cannot 
find when or where it was preached. 
I have been credibly informed, that. 
the Anthor-bad a LLfitn (had it pleas. 
ſed Gdd:t6 have prolonged his- days): 
to. have preached. largely about: Oi 
gina} Sin, and then it is bt wnlikely 
that be might intend: this: prefent Treas: 
tiſe.' as one branch, of its > and mit, 
if the. Reader \can- but difpen jpenfe' with 
one degree. leſs. of. thati' accurdey and © 
neatneſs Of fide - mhich.. dra jo, 
pray. is his. other Writings he wilt 


- An® Advertiſement 
ful as excellent Matter, and great 
' _ things as'iin 'moſt of . them, \and in- 
- | deed the true: Spirit \ of "the "Author... 
He had made great iſe of the Ham- 
mer in beatins"out the | Truth, "but 
wanted time to apply the File for the 
more thorough ſmoothing and- poli iſh- 
mg of- his Work; which truly wants' of 
thing: butthe- finiſhing-ſtroke."\ + | 
Thread. of this Diſcourſe” is as is ly 
ſhun as of any, tho' the Piece be not 
altogether fo eloſſy.-- But. whatever > - 
wanthug« m Ornament, 1s: 
by made up 1 1 Uſefulneſs. - af L 
Ot of © theſe” Freatiſes may. he gt 2 in 
Ts ch” humbled Sinners may ſee the 
beauty aid glory 'of Soveraign Grace, 
the other:to0 may*be'a Glaſs m-which 
the. beſt. of Saints may ſee the Face of 
their aur Souls, ' and a lively Repre- 
ns oh that inherent Wickedneſs N 
_ which 
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| which all that. diligently: obſerve 'and 
|| hriow':their own: hearts; cannot "bat 
A ocknwledge to ibe © natural--to' them, : 
| 45: having. "been. born-with\"thewt into 
the World. 1 cannot"-buf: ſay-\that 
' this Diſcourſe is an excellent Pour- 
traiture of the Old Man; a Graf 
deſcription” of: - the Devils- Inage im- 
| preſs d upon, and deforming the moſt 
| beautiful part of this lower Creation. 
It ſhews how much Man  debaſed 
| and degraded by Sin, and become a 
Slave, to his_Luſts, who war. ,made 
at firſt to be the Lord of bis Felloiv- 
| Creatures ; and ſo how rueful a Le- 
gacy our firſs Father bath left us, 
and to what miſery he hath intail d us, 
by communicating” fo” curſeda Natife 
to us. That the blefſing of God may 
be upon theſe Labours of his (long ſince ) 
deceaſed, but Rt Servant ; and 
_ that 


ryant for Jeſus fake, 


Rom. 8.7. 


Becauſe the carnal mat" is -eninity 
againſt God : for it is not: ſubject 
to the law of God , neither indeed 


had 


Can-he. EST bs CILITE. 3 1 7 hl 


N ah ath Verſe the Apoſtle re- 
. news the deſcription of thoſe Per- 
ſons to whom he had proclaim'd 
a Jubile in+the 1ft Verſe, There #5. 
now” no condemnation , &c. "SahQifi'd | 
- Perſons only have an intereſt in:Chrift ; 
and thoſe that have an intereſt in Chriſt, 
. are not ſubjeCt to a ſentence of deartr, | 
- They! are'deſcrib'd from their Courfe 
and Caprerfarin; They walk not after 
the fleſb > Nor after the diftates, wills, 
Ar ts importunities of the Fleſh, bur 


GRE to the motions, diftates, dt- 
reftion 
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. The note we, ns we pr ry nl 
whether: we walk after the Spirit, is 
laid down, -». 5. They that are after the 

. flejh, do mind the Hhines of the fleſb ; but * 

. they that are after the Joirit, the things «4 
the ſpirit. : 

®epray ſignifies, TEIN - 
= 2 ectum, AﬀeQion. Rom.12. 1x6, 
To awro pemarres. 

2: Senſum, Senſe or reliſh. TheUn- 
derftanding is the palate of the Soul, 
the taſter to the Will 3 it conſiders - 
what things be good , and under that 
notion offers them to the Will, -Spiri- / 
tual things areas dry Chips to a. carnal 
heart, everi-as carnal things are con- | 
temprible to a ſpiritual mi 

3. Cogitationem, Thou ng So Fu the } 

222 moſt part it is taken, and notes-the +0 - 
Ec voy , and 1 15 meant of the higher 
V0 of the Soul. {7 

Le magþ Thoughts diſcover rooted i: 
AﬀeCtions, 

Operations of the mind are- the Ln: 
dexes, Kerrrere of a regenerate or un> ||, 
32 Eſtate. i about. ce Y 
| : | © i ad -- 
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5 Dis Biinagies Gab, pi Þ 
- they evidence the bent of the bearr to 


jets ro be the moſt grateful to the 


Soul. 
Carnal thoughts are ſigns of - a lan-. 


__ puiſhingand feeble frame; but ſpiritual 


diſcover a well-tempet'd agd com- 
plexion'd Sout. 
As this is laid down by the Apoſt Apetlh, 
- it hath, as ſome Picures, a double. 


| 'Tis 2 Charafer; and a Duty. For 
v. 6. The Apoſtle eafarnal-i i by the 
conſideration of the danger ofthe one, 


and the happineſs of.che other, To be 


carnally minded is death, to be Oe 
winded ; is life and peace: . 
Wo Death and Life, 
jr. Efecto, by way of Efficiency | 
| As they deaden and calivet the Soul. 
| Carnal Principles are Spiritual Diſezſes. 


Wi Spiritual Thoughts are hoaling Reffore- 


tives. 
| 2. Conſeentive ,' by way of Coaſts 
FF nan Revenge and- Juſtice attends 
F the one, as Grace and Mercy accompa- 
l E nies the other, © , B 2. The 


' be curd chat way, and that worldly * 
Objects are deareſt to them. If about 
Spiritual , they manifeſt Spiritual Ob. 
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Man's Enmity to God. — 4 


© The proof of this is, v. 7. 'Tis death, 
E \ becauſe it is enmity to, .and averſion 
= - from God, who is the fountain of life. : 
'Tis the deſcription” of a Natural 
Re Eftate, and whar relation a man conli- 
* amb in his Corrupt Nature bears to 
C - Sy9d5 © 7 
I | Ogg. The moſt "Wie ao ele- 
vated Thoughts, which have no other 
ground-work than Nature. The higheſt 
flights of an unregenerate Soul bythe 
Feathers of the greateſt Reaſon. -The 
Wiſdom and Virtues of the Heathen 
were enmity : 'Therefore. tranſlated by 
ſome,  Saprentia Carnis, the wildojm of 
the Beth. - 5 ©: 
Tis onpuye- Unxegenerate man, Fleſh | 
is uſually taken in Scripture for the un- 
regenerate part of the Soul. John 3.6. 
That which is born of the fleſh, 1s fleſf 
"Extes- Not Enemy, but Enmity. 


1. Not Anger. That i is not ſo bad. - 4 
' It may ariſe from ſome diſtaſte; Every = 


diſguſt ſnaps not Friendſhip in pieces. : Þ} * 

2. Not Averſion, That may be EPOnY 1 
ly remoy'd. By Feb i. 
: 1 
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Mor s Enmity to God. - 
. Emmity. .How: diretly oppolite is 


; Mat o God ? God is ſaid: tobe Love, 


and Man Enmity, both in the abſtract. 
Like that'in Ezeh. 44: 6-'Thom ſhalt ſay 
t0'the rebellion, T2 Rebellion inſtead of 
Rebellious; i Eamity- in Naturez 'the 
Nature'of-God, and: that of a corrupt 
Man, can never ' be reconciled.  _ 
Tn the Verſe obſerve, [6d Goa) 


11.4 Propoſi 7tiop. The carnal mind, &e. 


| =: The Proof. : 


I. Propoſition. x. The ftate, Panic; A 
2. The Objed of this Enmity, God. 3}. The - 
ſu#bjett or ſeat of it, Mind. 4: The- _ 
fication, Carnal. 

2. The Proof. "Tis wot Jahjee & C. 
wherein obſerye,, 
} 


Fr NE, "Tis Hot ſubjet. The 


| holineſs of the Law, like the light-of 
the Sun, dazels its eyes, that he-cannor - 
_ endure 1t. * If we be not God's. Snbjetts, 

$ we. muſt be his Enemies: For he that 1 is 

' not with Chriſt, is againſt him. | 

% 5 Weakneſs. Neither indeed. can' be, 
 } lt cannot, Qiuia nos vault, becauſe i it will 
3 | wes wich Haymo, 'Tis an enemy toit ; 


By: 0M 


| Mar's Bait OY 


and therefore will not be je to. its 
determinations. . 


uh It cannot "og perfedth ſthict. Cf ' 
be ſubject to the material part, 
Gen bark, not to the ſpiricual 
| and true intendment of the Law. 
2, It cannot, gus #alir, as ſuch. Sin 
_ cannot be reconcil'd to 'God, neither - 
can a Sinner, as a Sinner, It 'muſi be 
ſome ſuperior Power that muſt conquer }_ 
an Enemy. that ' hath poſſeſſion of 's ] 


Rtrong Fort. 
« -, Dodar.x. A ftate f Nature is « Fs 
Pn” Enmity againſt Goa. 
2. '- 2. May is naturally an Enemy to the © 
Soveraignty and Dominion of God. Not 
ſubje to the Law of God. / 


By Law, I mean not here the Moral : 
Law only, but the whole Will and Rule 
_ Ton: which is chiefly Sicouerd:- in 

is : 


For rhe mls - | 351 
'D:x. 4 fate of Nature is # Pa 4 
| Eumiy eee God. | [4 
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Sin. 
_-- And alfo that Chriſt could not be free 
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ed (as it muſt be) 
ture of the ſame kind _ mould ;: A 
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mats, 3. The Ap, Pa ” 
'1. What is meant by 
or dar of. Natare ?. 


FY; "By a Ke of Wikies! is ot lilies 
the Fiuman Nature, or Man a a Creature. 
-  cbaliſting of Body and'Sovl : Then Je- 
ſus Chriſt, 


who truly andreally aſlum'd 
the Human Nature, was an Enemy to 
God, as well as we. 


©. Therefore ſome that underſtand thoſe 


Ires which ſpeak of the. Fleſh 
bin ring us, of the narural'or fleſhly 
Body, are much miſtaken : ' For if the 
Fleſh as created, and not as corrupted, 
did impoſe a neceſlity upon us. of ſin- 
ning, it would' neceffarily follow, that 
God did firſt place in'us a natural gn- 
mity, and. fo 15'the: Author of all our 


from this black CharaQer, if ic be own- 


OUTS Are. 


4 Natural Man, 


that he had a Na- 


I, 


«+ "2xÞ 
*- 


1, WF 


Zo 


daſh any ſuch blot. upon Man? s 


Copy, without. any: Errata's, aci 
to his own Image, whichi Is noſes _ 
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| Man $ 's Eqmig to God. | 
God did not in Creation implant i in 


us a Principle of contrariety. tp: him; voy 'F 


neither coulda God of infinite xineſs 


_ for he fram'd him in an exa& an; 
to his own Will, and printed him a fair 


g 


Holineſs and Love.. _ ._.. 
But our defeRion: from God purs us, 


into this State, which is-maintain'd by 
our inherent and tumultuons, Luſts.;. -1 


In our Creation there was an union 
to God; in our Corruption a ſeparation 


\ from Him, whence ariſeth an oppolition 


to-him ; fo that it is not created, bat CoT- 
Tobey Nature which is Der, meant. 


2. Every. Prophane. Man: is 2 ; Natpral | 
Man, 'and conſequently-an Enemy. | | 
Wicked Works are demon/ opuk, de- 
monſtratively denials of God. 7:e.1.16. 
Tu" works. they deny him. Senſual, and.ha-. 
wving not the ſpirit, arg.;put: together, _ 


-  Juge 19. :That man; thatis,aftuated by - 
-  Tenſuality, is, not ated by the: Holy, Buy 4 


by. the Diabolical keg 
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xF Man's Enmity:to Gods! = 

1 _ Luxurious Perſons, that their | 
Belly their God, are .cerm'd Enemies £0; 
the Croſs, of Chriſt, 'Phil.- 3:18. : And: 
if Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, then: 
Enemies /to God ,, who was engaged i in | 
the greateſt Deſign that ever was upon. . 
the:2tage-of- Heaven-and Earth, at the- | 
time of Chriſt's being upon the: Croſs. 

And if Enemies tothe Croſs of Chrift, 

' then Enemies to all thoſe Attributes of * 
Wiſdom, Power, — Truth, Ju», | a7 
tice g. Mercy; which G alorified. 48- | 
the Death of Chriſt, Go the! ihe 
illuſtrious Manner. EA 


9 Every unrenew " man, toechs Hee, 3» 
ver- ſo-richly endowed with gar als 9:55 4 
Natural Man... 

What is call'd Yar rates _— in the 
Text, |is-called ,. x Cor,” 24 14. 'Nunnys 
2xpor@., one that hath nothing excel- 

 leat but/a rational Soul... + . 

As Yun is oppoled to riluamngs, 

ÞB  it:is a'Soul jointur'd.jn the ciEIatL _ -.. = 

| TY, of Nature. oO 

_ 1, And as oppoſed to-axpnings, A feſhly "Fol 

YN Magn, it; notes. 2 ifxeedom: Nd gro bo 

pally and. defilements without. - , 


A Joy PL IGR i088 ted bycke. ' 
Ratio 1 'Difares of his Mind, and op | 
nathg. 1s A Man led by his Senlitive Aﬀe- 
Qions... 268 
Though the one. be better than the: þ 
other, and more agreable to the: order - 
of Nature, yet both being: corrupted 
and defiled, T_ contrary to God. 

Suppoſe a Man -with the higheſt En- 
dowments of. Reaſon, Wiſdom, Un- 
derſtgnding, Learning, as Wiſe as Solo- 
901g and' uppeſe bim- as rich in Morals 
as in IntelleQuals; yer if he be nor re- 
newed in the ſpirit of his mind, Row. 12. | 
2. #. e. the more ſpiritual and rational }F 
. part of his Soul, though-there be ne- }F_ 
ver ſo fair a frontif] , colour, and |}. 

pretences of Fomiſpes, F< ſuch a Man 
is an Enemy; becauſe ' by all that 
ftreagth -of Nature he cannot have a 
knowledge of ſpiritual things,.or a faith 
in God ; and without a knowledge of 
him, he cannot be ſubje& to him ; and 2 
without faith it is impoſlible to do i any 3 
thing to pleaſe him. 

The civilleft Heathens, who diflain'd 
thoſe 5-4 and carnal Sins of Drunken- 


=, &c. yer were PRE ”: 


» rats A 


| the warns Leg ns of - Pride 
Gonhdned,.r the filthineſs Of the] eſb, | 
yet you may flow with a greater filthi- 6 
nels of the Spirit. _ 2 
- - External As of pollution are more x 
8 abhorred of Reaſon, becauſe they are 
_morebru they degrade the Nature 

of a Man, and a. his Perſon. But 

in Heart-fins, though there be not fo 
much of diſcredit , there is more of 
enmity. EE bn OT 


2 What kind of Emmity this tc 4 ho 
| x. 1 underſtand it of Nature, mot of tn. - 
' Attions only.. 
| Every AQion of a Natural Man i is an 
Enemy's AQtion, but not-an Aion of 
*Enmity. A Toad doth not envenome 


| = {ſpire of Grafs it crawls upon, . nor 


every thing i it touchetb, but 1 its 
ture is. ous.: ; 
- Certainly every. man's Nature is 
worle vp 3, AQtions : As Waters are - 
Purelt ar the The tl and poiſon moſt. 


& pe fo.is a ty in. 
art. 
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- tion ; but man h-tb only a paſſive power 


, eftranged from the womb, they £0 aftray as 


\ 


Man's Enmity to God. 

And as Warers reliſh of the Mineral- 
Vein they run through, ſo the AQtions 
of a-Wicked man are tinctured with the . 
enmity they {ſpring from, but the maſs 
and ftrength of this is lodg'd in his Na- 
ms. FORE et OR 
'" There 1s in all our Natures ſuch a. 
deviliſh contrariety to God, that if God 
ſhould leave a man tothe current of his 
own heart, it would overflow in all 
kind of wickedneſs :' For the beſt meer 
Nature hath fundamentally and radical- 
ly as much of this enmity, as the worſt: 
For the difpoſition is the ſame, though 

'the effets may be reſtrain'd in ſome 
men more than in others. Gibb 
No man is any more born with a love 
to God, than he is with the knowledge 
of the higheſt Sciences. There is indeed 
an ative power to the attainment 'of 
thoſe by the affiſtance of a good Educa: 


F 


to the other, as being a Subje& paſſive>  .. 
ly capable of the Grace of God, ' ' + | 

- 'The ioherency of this enmity in our , 
Nature the P/alwift Eeprefeth , when | 
he xells us, -P/al. 58. 3, 4. The wicked are. 
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fully, before they go naturally. _ Their 
poiſon is like the poiſon of a Serpent, 


which you know is radically the ſame ia 


all of the ſame Species. 


. 2. *Tis 4 ſtate of Enmity. © ___ + 

Godly men may do an Enemy:s Aﬀti- 
on; but they are not 1n a ſtate of enmi- 
ty. They may be cheated into fin, bur 
they-do not dwell in it; they may fall 
into it as a man into a Ditch, but they 
lie not 1n it. - 
' There may be ſome jarrings between 
God and a regenerate Man ;- God:may 
be diſpleaſed with him, and he diſguſt- 
ed with God, and jealous of him, as in 
the Caſe of Jonah, a Type of Chriſt; 
but there is not a ſtated War, . 


But a Natural-man is in a ſtate of ' 


% 


_ univerſal contrariety. 


I. Al times, its rooted in the-Nature 


| of a man. ?Tis call'd a root of bitterneſs 


_ planted in a man's diſpofition.: There- 


remains a Root, it will remain bitter. -- 
| __ You 


ſoon as ever they be born. They go lin- : 


*E- 


fore bitterneſs is a quality eſſential to it, .. 
and inſeparable from it : For while it -- 


2, 


* Jenkin 
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Man's + Big eo "God. 


' You can never ſuppoſe a thing to cx- 
i, and be without its Nature, and the 
Modes and Qualities due to ſuch a Be- 
ing; ora man to live, and be withour 


a Soul. 


So you cannot ſuppoſe a corrupted 
Creature to be one momeat- of time. 
without this enmity, no more than a _ 
Serpent can be imagin'd to retain its Na. 
ture without the Venome inherent in 
ir, though there is not at all times the 
diſcovery of it. 5 


2. Incevery ſinful Af. 
 Thoughthe intereſt of particular Siny 


may be contrary to one another, yet 


they. all conſpire in a joint League 
apainft God: 
.  Scelera difſident, Sins fnarl- at one 
another ; Covetouſneſs and Prodigali- 
ty, Covetouſneſs and Intemperance Cans. 
not agree,. but they are all in an amica- 
= combination againſt the Intereft of 
G 

* In betraying Chrift Judas was aQed 


Jude, Part by Coyetonfneſs , the - High Prieft by 


Envy, Plate by. PopataRty but a 
ſhook hands TI in the murther- 
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_ were:blended: or 
up one-lump of Enmity. Thouglh'4; 
every Sin there: is/not an'expreſs hatrec 
of God, yer theie is Odinm Des partics- 


pative, ſome appr ry of hatred of - 


bim. 

As all virtuous AQions: partake of 
the nature of love to the chiefeft/ good, 
our beloved.- Obje& ; ſo all vietons 
ARions, which are at a diſtance from 
the chief end , 'are marſhalPd by,' and 
tinQur'd with that inward enmiry 
which lurks 1 in the Soul. 


EY Objettively axduckfal winf F the 
Attributes .of God.- + © 

For Sin being an oppoſition to he 
Law of God, is conſequently a EOmMra- 


riety to his Will, and his Underftand- 


1ag, and therefore to. all thoſe _ 
| buces which flow from his Will, 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, Truth; "ai 


his —m_— Wiſdom, Know-- 


ledge. . 
Though every Law proceeds from 


the Wil & the Lawgiver, and doth 


formally conlaft in ww_ voluntatis , yet 
it 


of Cheiſt nk thoſe vari I | 
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it. doth preſuppoſe' aitum males; ie. 
'F beak: it och: conſiſt in the Will of 


the Law-giver, yetit preſuppoſerh the 


Wiſdom of the Law: giver: tobe the 
Fountain. As the Underſtanding of © 
"God doth precede the AQt of his:Will, 
ſo every Sin being againſt the Wall of E 
God, is alſo againſt the Infinite Reaſon 


and- Wiſdom of God:,_ which . is the 


| foundarion of all his Laws. © yy 


3dly. This enmity againſt God: tis 


habicually ſeated in the mind:* 


Corruption extends - its. Enipire : AS 
large as Regeneration ; but this is ſeated 
in the mind,. and the moſt ſpiritual. part 


of it,. Rom. 12.2... renew'd in the ſpirit of 
304r-mind ; it doth not: content "it ſelf 


with the Outworks of the Aﬀettions, 


but triumphs in the cbiefeſt Fort of the 


Soul, and there diſplays its Banners; : : 


The great conteſt between God.and 
the Devil is in the Underſtand 


o& and 
Will. - The Standards are firft.ereed 


there. As jn Converſion, the mind is © 
firſt enlightned by 'God,: and/the: Will 
firſt inclin'd ; i ſo: in SeduQion they 7 


are firſt polleſſed by Satan: :; 


} 


—_ Anna pr F yy P"I—=Y 


Hands 


Alan's Enmity. ts God. 


Hence a natural man is deſcrib'd to 
be one that fulfils the deſires of the mind; 
as well as of the fleſh, Eph. 2. 3. Inithis 
part, wherein God placed the 'tioſt . 
ſplendid part OG doth the 
Devil diffuſe his poifon : And Wiſdom, 
the chiefeft Flower in the rational pare 
of Man ; is infected with: this Plague; : 


- - 


for that'is dewiliſþ too. Fam. 3. 15. 11 
The mind thus infeQed, -is like thoſe 
eminent. Perſons, that ſpread the con- 
- tagion of their: Vices coall their Atcen- 
dagts. 3:35) hoo, 03 3: va] 03 piod ol 
[fit be thus in the nobleſt and go- 
. verning. part of the Soul, it muſtibeſo 
alſo in the other Faculties, which are 
direted by it, and obſerve. the diates 
* The.other Faculties, like common + g,.m.7; 
Soldiers in a War, fight for the Prey cirifion 
and. Booty ; . bit. che Mind: che Soves 7m; © 
reign,” being filfd with Principles-of a chaugd 7 
more dire& contrariety to God, fights - 
for- the ſuperiority; and orders all the 
motions ofthe lower Rout. 
But more particularly, theres,” 


QC 1. Odin 


Man's Enmityto God.- 
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I. Odidam averſionis, as oppefed- to 
. Thus man hates God , becauſe he 
turns from him. I 


Man naturally giveshis vote for God's 
abſence, and is ſo far from loving the- 


| qr , that his ſtomach abhors the 


nowledge of God's ways, Job 21. 14. 


_ That ſay unto God, Pepart from ws, for 


we defire mot the knowledge of thy ways. 


\. That ſay ant0 God, No Creature dutrſt 


be ſo bold to ſay it to God's face 5 but 
it is the language of our Natures,though. 
not of our Tongues, We defire not the 
knowledge of thy ways, The Laws and 
ways of God which he commands us to 
walk in, are too holy, righteous and 
ſpiritual for our Corrupted Nature. 
By fin we ſtand indebred to God, and 
therefore have an averſion from:/him : 
as Debtors hate the ſight of their Credt- 
rors, arid are loth to meet them; - Adam 
fled from God, when he had run'upon 


_ God's Score :' Sin is: a Diſeaſe, 'and (0 


contrary to that Phyſick which would 


- =. abate the-violence of the Humour. 


God's 


Man's Fiimity to God. 9g. : 

| God's preſence and purity is too daz- < "mo 

| ling a fight for finful men: Andthere- = 
fore they cannot look upon God, bur are I 
like fore Eyes thar are diſtemper'd with - 

the San. YITR 194, 0 ES UTGIT. 7 on - 

| 2. Odiam Proſccationis, which implies 2i- -- 

'H- - 2 deteffation oppoſite to love and affe- 3 
Qion. And fo there is got only an aver= . "i 

fion from God , bur aft oppofition to 

him. 4 : D197 ARS 

Both thoſe parts of hatred are de- 
ſcrib'd, Col. 1. 21: And. jou that were 

ſometime alienated and enemies it your 

minds by wicked works; "Here is, 


ew 
, 
= 2 raged 


_ 2. Emnity, which is oppoſition; and 
both ſeated in the mind. Though ſome 
expound Alienation according to Out- 

dY - ward, Enmity according to inward 
Nl cftare, CS 0002 OPS: HON OIED 
ry But the Apoſtle declares hatred ro be 
my compleat in thoſe two, Alienation and 
o'y Enmity, which is both in Mind. and 
10 Works ; Mind ' as the Seat; Works as 
10Y che iſſues of it. "Enemies in diſpoſition 
and ation, yen ve execution; ' 
This Odidm perſecutionis 185 
- © 2 i. Nas 


, 

I 

e þ op ; 
TY x. Alienation; which is averſion. - . 
* 
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TAE” Natural, which we call Anti: 

Y th! 

X 70 there are: Hops of this among. 

= many Creatures : Many men have .an 

x abhorrericy-to ſome kind of Meats, and - 
can: never-endure.- the: taſte.,. nor the 
ſight;;: and if-unawares they-eat any. of 
tha: diſagreeing\ſort, it breeds : a Di 
ſtemper in the Body. | 

x 2 - Sofne men have had antipathy: at: the 

|  Gghtof ſome Creatures, as Germanicws, 
according-to Plutarch's relation, . could ' 
not endure. the crowing of a Cock; 
Another the ſmell or touch of a Roſe. 

Antipathies: have . been. obſerved .be- 

- tween- ſorme- Creatures after they are 
dead. The: Guts of a Lamb.and Wolf 
upon. the ſame Inſtrument can never be 
tun's; The Blood of Dragons and Eagles || * 
can never mix together. Some Plants | 
will-not.grow.by one anather,,';  ; + 

-There 15 not ſuch, a hatred abſolutely 
between God and Man, though there. be ; 
between God-and 'Sin : \Becauſe there n 
may be a. reconciliation between: God: | ; 

_ and a Sianer, but got between God and |} / 
Sin : For Antipathits are irreconcile- c 
DIR. - The * 


Mem” 's Ewing to Go 


"The enmity between Godand. © Sid. 
ner is riot foiinded-in*Nature;"bud Cor= 
_rupt Nature; and'this Nature may. be 
remov'd by ſatisfaction" and xegeners 
tion. 

'A fundamental Reconciliation was Wn 
cs! reat 'intendment (of *God: in the Wee 
death of Chriſt: *For he was/in:himas 
in his Ambaſſador reconeflingtheWorld 
unto himſelf :' And an'aQual-reconci= 
liation is made between God and.a par- 
ticular Soul at the firſt inftant of faith ; 

though this reconciliation be:made. be: 
tween God and Man, -yet [not/between 
God and the Corrupt Nature-of Man: 
For it would be againſt God's Nature to | 
be reconcil'd to that,” though he be his - 
Creature; becauſe ſince his: Nature 1s 
infinitel good , he - cannot | but ' love 
oddnefy S, as it 15 a reſemblance of him- 
elf, and conſequently cannot but abhor 
ariel, as being molt-diſtant 
from'his Nature ; and therefore never 
will expreſs any dearneſs or intimacy to 
man's Corrupted Nature,” but to man 
juſtify'd and regenerate, 
But the enmity which is benny 
God and Sin is founded in the Nature 
C 3. | of 
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So that God « can never be reconcil'd 
' to Sin, or Hin to God-3, For:on.the one | 
fide God muſt part 'with his Holicels, or 
Sin with its Malice and Impurity,. and 
ſo God ceaſe to.be God, or Sin ceale to 
be Sin. 
" "AsGod is onchangeably good both ; in 
Nature and Decree Sin 15: Un- 
changeably \Evil. As God | can never 
ceaſe to be good, ſo-Sin can never ceaſe 
co be Sin; becauſe the natural i imprint- 
ed Law of God can never ceaſeto be his 
Law, becauſe it is grounded upon eter- 
pal Principles of Righteouſneſs, __ 
God's Nature is againſt Sin ; For if 
his hating Sin were 2 meer voluntary 
AQt, he might then either love it, or 
_ deteſt it, which he pleas!d, But is God 
vnrighteous to love 'unrighteouſnels ? 
No, *ris a voluntary, natural At. | 
; The hatred Sin hath-to God, hath nq | 
mixture of ilove ; the hatred a man hath 
to God, may have lome mixture of a 
| Ep natural | 


. calions of pleaſures ; 
. of- God lies in vindicati 
ouſneſs of his Comma 


Ee 
[OO 


$ he receives: from God: 


2 y. Acquired barred; 
grounded upon diverfity of intereſts. 


Various intereſts muſt have con- 


part means for the attainment of raya 
ends. 

The intereſt of a Sinner as fuck, 
qua falis,conſiſts i io gratifying the im por- 
tunities of his luſts, in finding out oc» 


and the intereſt 
the D_ 
s, and mai 
taining the Truth of. his Threas. 
nings. _ 

This is — 


I. Dirett. | 
When a Man buras with a defire of 
revenge againſt another for ſome.zeal 


or ſuppoſed affront, endeavouring to 


do him all the ill offices in his Power. 


- This /none but the deſpairing and 
malicious Devils are/ guilt 
know themſclyes to he un 


table Sentence, - - 
In 


-, 


C 4 


which. is 


"of, who 
an 1nevi- | 
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| Mor, 's - Bankie to "Go. 


| Tt this, ſome place: the Sin againſt 

5 the Holy Ghoſt, and: make it to-be-a 
dire& and malicious hatred of - God. 
E -: . But:that: will. be 4 queſtion, whether 
—- ___ a Creature in' a poflibility, and pro- 

* | bability of Salvation, and preſuming 
a ypon mercy, can maliciouſly take up 
A - _ Arms againſt God as God.  For.as I 

þelieve , there is :no ſettled Opiniona- | 

tive Atheiſm in the World,: nor a man 

_ ever..in any 'Age; thatidid deliberately 
think” there was no: God, ſo I believe 
there is no' {etled malice 20ainſt God. 

. -; \But there'may be'a malicious con- 
exmpr of :Chriſt, ſuch'as Jaliar's:was, 
who in ſcorn term'd him FRE: Galle 
lean. 

* T5. Joh. 24. 7 hey hh hated” me, ot 
my Father alſo ; me direQly, my Father 
interpretatively or 'virtually., through 
Job 14 9. magy fins. : *; As'when he ſaich, thoſe 
- '_ thar have feen me, :have. ſeen my Father 
alſo; Me plainly',: evidently, in my 

'Perſon: and. 'Works:; my Father virtu- 
ally, as! T:am-his Extraordinary. Am- 

 » +affador in'the World,,- to» repreſent 

him ; and becauſe they: have ſeen the 
power c of my Faner "Og in and by - : 
| | me < 
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_ Man's Bui to Gul. 


| me- in the” Miracles' I thave wrought. 

-So'that they hated: the- Father as'they 
had ſeen 'him :-/4. e. Not diretly, bur. 
in- his' Agent: our Saviour. © Their ha-' 

tred of God was'as $CREW! ph con? _ God: 
had been: 


'aly; Th enplicitt &- interpretation.” >zr1 


" Td velle & nolle eſt proprium anvicorum. 


Lovers are'faid to have hut one Soul; 
and therefore but one will; 
\'Men love not the' things: char God 
loves, and therefore may be ſaid'to hate 
him.” A Man maybe ſaid to;hate.God, 
as\Men.are' ſaid co wrong their/ own 
Souls ; and- love, death," and: deſpiſe 
their own Souls, Prov. 8. 36." He" that- 
fins againſt me, wrongs his own Soul; all 
they that hate me love death.” Pro.'75.32. 
He that refuſeth' inſtruttion, deſpiſeth his 
own Soul. Conſecutive, as'they dothoſe 
things that will-be an injury unto, and 


bring: death upon them. ':As'a Thief - 


may be ſaid in+chis ſenſe to hate his 


own Life, becauſe he:doth. thoſe things 


which will be:the Occaſion 'and' mens 
torious Cons we _ TT 1 


uf 3613 - 


. For 


_ 
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For \no Man doth -formally love. 


* < E 
i 1 
a. y.5% 
Fs 
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death as death, or deſpiſe his own Soul, 


q 


x. 


I 


-* ture of God. And i 


and W 


" but in doing thoſe things, the effefts 


whereof are ſuch as a man may' be 


aid cocontemsy himſelf, 


So Men aQing thoſe things which - 


juſtle with God's Law, and ſtand dia- 


metrically eppoſice to his Will, are *- 
ſaid to hate God. SPOT | 

Ia this reſpe&, Sin. is .call'd a con- 
tempt of God, not formal and expreſs, 


| but 1mplicit and, interpretative, becauſe . 


by Sin the Law of God is contemn'd, 
and conſequently the Authority, Will, 
{dom of the Law-giver, x Sam. 
2. 30 They that deipile me, ſbal be 


. lightly efteem'd. 


The nature of Hatred being thus 
explain'd, Tet us ſee what kind *of Eq- 
mity againſt God this is. + 
1, Negatively. . FI 

i. We bate not God as God. 

Tis not the primary intention of a 
Creature to ſet it ſelf againt the Na- 
, it 1s im» 
poſſible : becauſe God abſolutely con- 
{ider'd, hath all theattraQives of Love, 


 fince the nobleſt PerfeRtions: of the 


Creatures _ 


Creatures are in a more excellent man- 
ner. united-in him. as the Original, 
_ As a Man cannot will lin as fin, 
becanſe it is purely evil; and therefore 
cannot be the objeQ of the Deſire, 
ſince his Will is cy 's out to. things 
under the notion of Good : So we can- 
- Not hate God as God, becauſe of the 
 amiableneſs. of his Nature ; and what 
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we conceive good, cannot be the obje& | 


of contempt. - oh bs | 
- No man can hate truth as truth, or 
ood ab good; becauſe the one is the 
Proper Objet of his underſtanding, 
the other of his Will, though be may 
hate them both under an apprehenſion, 
Fat they are evil, and inconvenient to 
noe: up [Yen 
F God in himſelf, as he is known by 
an open Viſion, cannot be a motive to 
Enmity, no, not to the Devils them- 
ſelves, but as they apprehend his Na- 
ture" deſtruQive of their well-being: 
_ We never yet.met with any ſo mon- 
 ſtrouſly baſe, as to hate a Creature as 


" Non poteft 
e moti- 
vm Volun- 
fatis od 0+ 

dium, 
Banez 1: 
22da.q.34 
art. 2. 


a. Creature.; or Man as Man; nota 


Toad or a Serpent as a Creature, but 
as it is venamous. © 
4 : » © KS ; : ; And 


Man's Enmity fo God. 
"And though Timon WAS firnam'd 


Fer 7G. , becauſe poſſeſs'd' with a 
melancholy. "kind of hatred ; yet he 


_ profeſd he hated bad Men, becauſe 'of 


their Vices; and good Men, becauſe 
they did not concur with him i in ſo. in- 
tenſe and. exact} a hatred of the; Enor- 
mities of the World. 

And as'.if is impoſſible” that we 
ſhould hate a Creature under the no- 
tion of a_ Creature, becauſe there, is 


nothing in the ſimple notion of a Crea- 


ture, contrary. to. us, but in regard of 
ſ{6me appropriated nature .of this or 


that Creature, of, a different or con- 2 
 trary ſtamp to, our own; ſo neither 


can we hate God as God, becauſe in 


. - the, general and abſtraQted notion of 


God, there is nothing contrary to Man, 


no nor to corrupted Man, but he' is an 
. Infinge Mirror of Goodneſs, "hdr raviſh- 
+ Ing oveligels, 


-iy. We bare not God as Creator and 


 Preſerver. 


Hatred always ſuppoſeth ſome ia 


Jury either real or imaginary , or at 
lealt the fear of ſome. And our hatred | 


doth 


doth, evaporate, when: we find. him 


to be good, whom we hated. under a © 


coriceit of being bad, or,when our fup 


poſed injuries are recompenced by 


comforting benefits. __ FS: 

What Servant can diſdain his Maſter 
for feeding.him, or what Child hate his 
Father for begetting and maintaining 
him ? This is contrary. to- the common 
ſparks of ingenuity, which are in the 


natures of Men, and againſt their natu- 


- 


ral intereſt, _ FOSeY 
Reaſon will acquaint men with a 
Firſt Cauſe ;- and-that. their Beings are 


pwn my and preſerved by a power 


uperior to. their. own, Who can 
loath this infinite. Sun for the conſtant 
refreſhment they receive by his beams 


and influences, any more than a. man 


can hate. the created, Sun , for the 
kindly warmth. darted upon him ? 


In this reſpe& natural men from a 


common ingenuity, have ſome ſtarts of 
love to God, though this is not a love 
of a right impreſſion :. becauſe it re- 
ſpeAs not the Excellency of God's Na« 
ture, but the agreeableneſs of his be- 
nefits to us, and lo is rather a ſelt-love, as 

| _ terminated 
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 termibated principally in our own' wel: | 
fare, ſuftain'd and increas'd by the in- - 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


Anence of his Providence © 
- * Sormetimes this love ro Ged, which - 
a wicked Man thinks himfelf endued 
with, is rather an Enmity, when he 
loves God with an only reſpe& to his 
own corrupt Ends, As when he. pro- 
felſeth an affeAtion to God for his pre- 
ſervation, that he may the longer con- 
tinue ir the ſociety of his darling lufts. 
Or when he loves God for the. wealth 
he gives him ; Becauſe he hath thereby 
the more materials for his luxury and 
voluptuouſneſs :. This is ſuch an affet;- 


on to God, which may be term'd an 


Enmity, fince it is ſubordinate 'ro the 
love of his brutiſh lufts. "Tis a' love. 
of him for thoſe mercies which he 


turns into fuel to ſupport his natural 


contrariety againſt God. 


2ly. Poſitively. 


Went 
t. We hate God as. 4 Sover aigh. FRA 
Man cannot endure a ſuperior : He 

would be uncontrolable. p66 


Pharaoh's 


Be 2 oe. oa te, a 28, £4 " 
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Man's Enmity to God. 

_ Pharaoh's principle, 'that' would ac- 
knowledge none above him, but pro- 
clim'd War againſt Heaven, © this 
dwells naturally in every' one, Pfal. 
12. 4- Our Lips are our own, who i 
Lord over us? Exod. 5. 2. Who &« the 
Lord, that F ſhould obey bis: let 
Iſrael go? T know not the Lord, neither 


is Voice, to let . 


will I let Iſrael gp. How contemptible = 


doth he fpeak of God, which is the 
diale&t of every man's heart? Who is 
- the Lord, that I ſhould obey his Voice 

and let my deareſt carnal pleaſures gs * 


A Deſire of being like to God, or 
equal to him in Wiſdom, was the firſt 
Sin of Man after the Creation; as: to 
be equalto God inAuthority and Power 


was the firſt Sin of Devils, a' renoun- . 


cing of God's dominion. ee INS. 
God "by a poſitive Law enjoyn'd 
Marr not ro eat of the forbidden Fruit ; 
a thing ip it felf indifferent, but 'com- 
" Mmanded- for the trial -of his Obedi- 
ence, to ſee whether he would own a 
Subjection to God's abſolute Will, and 


I know not. the Lord, neither will I 


abſtain from things defirable in them-\.. 


ſelves, 


2 » Gs ters: oaftoebe nA Ls WY TEIFE. ade ry Ie” y 
$4 's 4 5 Wa Totpd Ve et 9 vOY *; ', LE 
” PIER 5 Neat 


ors , Ennic to \ Gall. 


ſelves, | becauſe , .of the meer- a IR of 
the Cicator But by bis cranſgreſfion he | 
._ _ diſown'd God's s Tight. of commanding, 
oof his own duty of: obeying. . - : 
The Devil knows by :his own tem- 
E- | Þer, what bait Man was moſt like to 
= ' Catch at, finge the nobleſt, Creature 
E. among the. Animals aim moſt at ſupe- 
riofity and victory. +. 
©, Nebuchadnezzar, who: was for- this 
' __ Aﬀpiring humour to be. accounted and. 
worſhipped. as a Soveraign God,, : was 
as deſervedly as, diſgracefully. curn'd 
a . grazing among the Beaſts... .. - 1 | 
.,  - And the great, charge at/the, laſt Ah 
againſt the Sons of Men, will be, that - 
'* they would not have God, or Chriſt 
of his appointment, to reign over them. 
We hate God as. 4 x tl As he 
Is peccati probibitor, Luk.xs *Fis im- © 
| poſſible that man 4780's ff do otherwiſe, | 
'as conſidered in the nature wherein he | 
| Nands, becauſe it is as natural-to-us to © 
abhor thoſe things which are unſuta- 
ble and troubleſome, as to. pleaſe our 
ſelves in things agreeable to our. minds 
and humours. But ſince Man. is {o' 


had in love with Gn, Gs 
" 


_ - « 
» * þ 


roci/a non po it in. his own Con _ 
ence, becauſe the rifinels © of the Corn: , 
mands mo!leſt and. ſhackle him in his 
greeable Courſe ,. and- the ſevericy. ©} 
of its threatnings ſtare him. in.che: __ 
with - Curſes.  'As. the Sea: foams » 
moſt, and cafts up moſt Filth,. when w 
Tee impetuouſneſs of it. is -reftrain'd - Ys. 
by fame Rock, or bounded: by: the. ef 
\Shore. 356 OO HR BI: 
*'Tis not the Law. that prove gud: 
to fin direQly, but acciderlly, be. - 
cauſe of -our Corruption, contrary to Na 4 HER bo 
the image of: God's Purity in "cha Pris L 1 NY 
PORES: c S048: 7 ; 
Poe” "we look upon God. as eval, 4 
2nd injurious to our liberty and welk 3} 
being, and commanding thoſe things -. 2X 
which 10 our apprehenſions do thwart © 2 
and contradiQ cur pleaſures. . © + - 
This- Conceit was the Hammer. Men arrow 
whereby . the. helliſh Fae/. ſtruck; th — 
Nail into our firſt Parents, which: hath £505 40 
convey'd Death and Damnation, 'toges| _ 
ther with the ſame imagination, to 
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St now's w | 
forbad you that Fruit ,' he was jealous 
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that in the day you vat thereof, your 


| Eyes ſhall be openied, an." you ſball be as 


ls, knowing Good aud Evil. Alas poor 
1. God' knows what he- did, when he 


90s ſbould "be to6 happy ,""ana it was a 
Cruelty in him to deprive you of 'a:food 
ſo pleaſant and delicious.  *'Twas forithis 
end the" Law was given with Thun+ 


| derings 'and' Lightnings from Mount 


Sinai, to enforce an awe_upon' Men; 
\God well knowing , how apt we-are 
to' break” the Hedpes,, and fly 'from 
Reftraints.” Bo HAART. EhET 


Hol. 4.16. © 'The Sum is, Man would beas 2 Zamnd 
Mal. 1.13. ;36 large place, like a Heifer ſliding 


from the yoke. He ſnuffs at the Com- 
 mands of his Lord, and would be:ſub- 


je&t tonoLaw but his own,and be guided 
by no Will but that' of the fleſh. Have 
you not many times wiſhed, that there _ 
were no Law,or that it were not ſo-ſtrift. 
as to check your darling luſts? What 


is: this but an Enmity to the authority | 
| of that Law you account ſo burden- 


2ly. We of 
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Man's Eumity to God. - 35 

ly.” We hats Gid is 'a PR FR 2. 
Hutor legis, and Vitor legs, As Peceati 
Probibitor, and Pexe'Executor, | 

"Fear is often the cauſe of hatred. All 'Oudtle 38 1 
men_ have a'fear of God; not of offending © 9e*&me * * 
him,” bur: of being puniſhed by hibg 9 + 

Corruption kindles this Enmity; but 1. ws. 
Fearlike a'/Bellows'enflames ir.” When 2. cop.4 
men:know' they :deſerve' puniſhmear , 
they muſt needs fear, and conſequent» 
ly 'difaffe&' both the TP and. ak 
flier: of \it.' | 7 

. Guilt-makes Matefaftors rremble af 
the report-of a Judge's corning. - 

- -Alt- the PerfeHions of God, though 
never {o amiable-, cannot produce any i 
rrue. Spiritual Love i in a'Natural Man, [2 
though | he be never ſo ſpecious ia the | I 
Eye of the World, or good-natur*deo his _—_ 
fellow- creatures, white he'lies nader the . 3 
apprehenſions of wrath, and is in. his. | 
own (gnſe concluded under: in eternal 
- doom. 

{If you: ſhould fell a - Priſoner, That 
his [Judge. is- a':-brave\ comely-/ gen- 
teel Man; | of :excellentAccompliſh- 

- ments, and unſpotted Innocency; would _ 
this commend: the-perſon-of the Judge 
: 'D > to 


ks. MRS. ns 


Mar' s Ramitgs to » Ont. 


to the Priſoner 2. No; becauſe: he,/eon- 
 fiders' him not in- bis IntelleQual::c 
Moral Endowments, but in his. Policical 
FunQion, as a Judge that: will try; and 7 
condemn, and take-away his Life. -- + - 
This hatred of God-is Rrooger- or 
weaker according as-the Fear i ' FS 
And therefore in Hell it*s1n its Meri 
dian and Maturity, and moſt proper. to 
the damn'd Spirits. | 
But not :{o/ evident 1m chis World, 
unleſs a Man-be brought- i into; fuchi/a 
deſpairing condition'as Spirs/was, who 
| Profeſſed he;hated: God upon; this -at> 
count; Becauſe the atts:of God'.as a + 
Judge are remote, and Evils:ara'di- 
ſtance do not. ſo. much -affeQ-us,-be- 
cauſe we flatter our elves with hopes 
of ' eſcape." Tis: the : certainty: and 
approach of + FIEMELE that. inlpires 
- Fear, ©: 
Evils hurt us not by a < Ingle appre- 
henſion of their nature ; for the; con- 
templation may be delightful, as a 
picture of a ſtorm at Sea,--or-a' battrel 


at Land ; but they affet us: as they 


have relation to us; /That' which:-was * 
' the Devil's Language to-Chrift; Mac. 
8. *N 4 


8. 2094 
_ ſary) thou Son of God? cart thew comet 
torment ins before the' times? This is'the 


dialer of our hearts, Job 21:14. Des - 


part:from m, we defire not the'knowledge 
% ry my of ATT nor _ wy 
0 £: 
Well of then! Did noneof 1 you ever rage 


i i; 


agdinft God'under bis:afiiftiog hand ? 


Were you never like wild Bea ; ready 


to are-in/  pivone: thoſe! that would take 


and tame: you ?. 

Did you never wiſh, abink God were 
ſo careleſs,” as to: eniQ-no/Law to hurt 
you ; and ſo \unrighteous, as*to have 
no. Juſtice: topunſh';you ? Did':you 
_ never wiſh: him ripe-of this Preceptive 
Will,” and his Revenging Arm f- Have 


you not wiſhed fometimes;--chat' the 


Law might beas dead aletterin'reſpe&t 
_ of Curſes; *@s'it is in eſpe of convey- 
ing ſreogeh for the performance of ir? 


that»it: might/be '@-filent- Daw!,” like = 


' !1Elito tits Sons, ever 20"gorrodh: our ? 


if 7 When! this fear-riſech bigh, or 
[Men are under-ai ſenſetof* Jet, 
__y hate the very being of God. 

D 3 | " This 


That: fork we' 20'do with thee, Je- 


This riſeeh ;{o- Fe inhycthat PER at 
the very: "Blence of God, as. in; Spire's 
Caſe, who wilhed. aherrfne cou Oe 
ſtroy him, 17 ;  TIGESE.: 

Since all men afe ated by”; a Princi- 
ple of -ſelf-preſervation, and: thar-this 
principle is univerſally naturalzand pre: | 
dominant, it; wil: maveithent to\take - 
away: the Life of any Parlanprathateban 

loſe thei own Life by them, /;- 

_ - +When + men; look : upon - : as A 

L - Judge and Puniſher of: their: yr 

©. if they could by any means, yea by ithe 

E - © undtifying of God himſelf, refeue.tbern+ 
ſelves trom thole fears,; there isſelf- love 
enough,and enmity enough aga inſt God 
in chem. to. quicken them: toi 199% 

There is no:doube. but: the damo'd, 
if they. could; : would pull: God out of 

" his Thronet0: have. caſe figin thoſe 
dreadfyl:corments they undergo: Abd 
whatſoever: i{carful: apprebenfions :we 
have _of :Gochan this.,worldg: ate:bix _ 
the lower ny rt that hatred which * 
the damn'd have in the higheſt. 

But: thac __ F': Io gar ph U @ far | 
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the Jfiaſdicn of f.Gody 14 Sitvlaiies | 
rally:and ſamimally: i in. Re I ON 
Natures... 

I-wilkt appeal. to $oub! ' ſolves; ; Did 
none... of. you. ever | pleaſe your, telyes 
ſometimes inthe thoughts, how happy 
you ſhould be,” how: free 3g: your luſt- 
ful-pleaſures,-if there were 00,God!?:., 

| -/Have you! not 006: time! or: ather 
wiſhed, there were no:Law:given above 
co reſtrain you, no Conſcience within. * 
to'check you," no/*Judge|/hereafrer..to 
Sentence: you? And can Gall btchated - 
| worſe;:ithan , when the deſtruQtion.of 
his inſeparable. PerfeQtions,.:his:Holis 
lineſs "Righteouſneſs, are-:chought ſo. 
deſirable? It.isa wiſhing, the _ = 
. ov of his Being. © 0-0 _—— w 
Hatred as defin'd- by! ane: t bk Scaliger © v 
 Appetitus' ramorendi. rem” \aliquem. | 716.8 -;. 
Love is:4 defire of: union: Hatred: muſt ; 
be- a deſire--of ſephration;: And: Hri- 
| Forlietells'us;: ThaoHarrod is an affeQs/ 
* on-of-athigher- ſtrain: chan Anger, bes 
| cauſe:itdelires ther) por 69m; no os 
2 4 ot bony of che bare ps L 
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WEEN 5. is = et: oY Sin aims at ab 
EE deſtruction of Sin, and men's hatred of - 
. -_-- Saints would cauſe their Expulſion:eut . 
1... of the World; fo the hatred of God is 
9. a-defire-to deſp ul bim of: his-:Being. 
2. + And their not doing it, is:not for:want 
| _ .* of anvinpare diſp ficion,-bit for Want 
E:; of firengt;" he Men hate-God; more 
Wh 2: che beſt Saine.doth Sio.” Blk hha- 
'-.,--- tred-includes a virtual Murder,'+: 'Joh. 
eee 437 1.5: Whoſoever hates his brother, is. 
©.  mutdercr, If he who hates his Brother 
+ Isin'the Court: of exac:.Judgment: a | 
* +/,.-:” Murderer 6f. his Brother , he that hates | 
RS. God: is a Murderer:of Gott, ESY 4 
EY: © They more felf-love: we! hives) thie 
+ *— more we ſhall hate hat which: we 


x o N ” 
+ ate CS” , ES a I 


BÞ-ot a deſtruQtive” to us ;'-becaoſe” the 
h ” Wore we: wiſh: well-to our ſelves,-the 
;””*” more we wiſh if ro;that which -we 
RT 1h © Imagine cohtrary to our-wel being; 
2, - "Andi fince' we.i hare 'thoſe -aQts of | 
BNR Ts God: hich flow from the-;Righteouſ. 
ED - , X a 48 EFF q his- naru re!, -we- con ſequenrly ; 
riſe os toa batred & God's being ;: be- 
iſe che 'Tould/ not tbe. Gagz\uble he 
loved righteouſneſs, and hated iniquity ; 
" and; 6 could x pot reſtily bis love 5 
one, | 
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Man's Enmity: to Got | 


one, . or chis. loathing the: adker «bin 
 Iin-encouraging Goodnels,: and; witngh: | 
| Gog his"Anger againſt; Iniquity. off 5-36 
+; Man, would have God at- the; greateft 
| diftnitce: ſrom him; .and''there::1s: no 
greater diftance from being, than aor 
being,: Joh: 21-14 wholay unto: God, 
Depart. from us.1: And: Pſel. 14- 141 The 
Fool hath faid in-his heart; Vo Gad, as 
4 it is in the Hebrew; -L-wiſh:there were 
j* n0 God, jand,; this is founded upon: fin; 
' "for the/reaſon-rendred, :is,) that: chtg/are - 
| corrupt, and have:done ahominable monks. 
:;'Hence is Sinby ſomes: call 'd:Det Fs | 
a {la ughtering of:Gog: becauſeevery Gin. 
: heinky: Enmity! to God, doth. v vo 'I» 
cludein its -naturethedeſtruRtion 30d. 
And fince' every: man Naturaby! 5-2 
Child of the-Devil, andis; :d.hy che 
 Diabolicak Spirit,1 Ephe"24 2+ The ſpirit 
that now'works. in: the Cinidren of diſobe= 
"'Y dgrexncel; char mult neceſſarly. haye that 
mature: whiah; (bis: Pals. bath; and 
BY the infuſion of-all chat venom which 
* the Spiric/ that. as; him: 5 is. ,poſ- 
fed; with, :thougho3he; full, diſcovery 
of it6:may: be reftrain'd- by; vazious: Cir- 
cumſtances. | And-;this: afſertion Teams 
161] ns Heb 


kd. 7... Ad —_ we 22] 
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© to'be incimared - arte 5f Chr; 
when. 'we ſee; for the: fatisfattion : 


of ths diſhonvur done to:God, Chriſt 


- thuſt'die for: Sin, it- intimares, that if 
_ it-were: poſſible, . God ſhould. die- by 
_ Sin. '\"Tf fin can. be expiated by no es 
- than the bloodi'of God., 1t-Jeems to 
imply; thar"in ics Own Nature” I-aims 
at nv leſs than rhe Life 'of God 7; becauſe 
all God's \puniſhinents- are. foubded Fr 
lege thliviis, and /ate highly Equirable.' 
| ery cotfirmation,! That a ſtate | of 
| Nature is # ftare-:of 'Enmiry.:+- + - 
-- "The" very 'delign of Chriſt coming 
- into the World being ah ergand of pea, 
and the tnanagement:of thisdefign: borh 
 wheo he was converfantin the World, 
and ſince bis aſcenſion; beinged Tecon- 
cile God and Man, and ro: protnote by 
his Spirit a acceptance 'of- this! TECON- 
ciliation, plainly 'diſcovers--the ſtate 
Man was inz wherein Man: injur'd God, 
and- was puniſhed 'by\ him :' for what 
need of piecing upa friendſhip, if there 
| had not been an antecedent Enmicy.? i | 
There was @ Moral Enmity- againſt 
God on''our- parrs, "which -malt needs 
draw: a legal OP" pn God's: ya = 
againſt Us. £: But 


- 


were reconcil'd fo, God. ' 'whet 


ous  Glorit'd ning | in oibersy 
once: this : black . CharaQter. 


ition. boil up ag aint | 
ly is like 
flutter. pg ho fey” alls, 
being -chaak'd by; thoſe. 
exbale from. .-the -corru 
HIRE, pe 0 "a 
. Rom. 1.3 f, God; 
iu ſignifics to hate. a : ding 
ciaderiy'd 
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OR HFCs The' A þ line wt | 
-_*__ Jome'rhat denied” : Yhoh &h” they 
profeſs. they knew lin, \ + They knew 
im norionally,” and denied him praQti- £- 
cally, yea every AO of his, and 

very Being ny d God! © 
Wo 2: There are ths Charters of 2. Deity 
Ec. _engraven . up every Man'by 


on "nature, - 
16 deeply 'in Men's Conſeiedcs 


| To that 
it's impoſſible for all the 'malice of the | 
ME Devil-torraze it out. But if 'we'rnake 
be _ . # judgment' of Men's "hearts 'by the 
© .,  YCounterpart of them in their Lives,/and 
E, ___ confider Men's Praftices; which. are 'the 
F theſt indexes of 'their. Principles! 'we 
hallquickly find by tracing the fre 
how corrupt the Fountain is. 
Lukig 29, This Enmity* 1s "—_ the Sove-'. 
: F {Haignt nty of God. '. + 
Men will not' have God: reig [over 
them: They will not have/God fo ortheir 
+ Governour , nor his Law" for '"their F. 
«Rule. : TO BEA 
b - - Qurcreated Aris cannotreach Hea- 
{  -, . ven, topull Godfrom 


REF -, there is a' radical diſpoſit off in M . 


do-it, had' he ability equivalent to'his 
Corrupinn.,. For what is the! :grear : 
'o \quapet : 


D ; 
, ; 
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your Whole Will, ang vhal 

ſhall ſtand ? 
While . we ;exclude. him from; Pe 

the Lord of our. Hearts, we, would: ex- 


clude. him. from being;the. Lord of the 


World ; for that unjuſt principle which 
doth deprive him of the. heart, wauld 
deprive him alſo of the ther; to which 
God hath. no greater. Right ,/)nor .no 
juſter Title than he, hath.to.onr; hears, 


over. which. we will 908, Jet -bim 


reign. (f 
Sin is therefore call'd Rebellion; 5 
which is a denial of. ſubje&ian to him 
as our.Lord ;/ tis an; a&t of. Di 


a breach of Allegiance.. As the" Jews 


ſay .of *every {ajey upon. them, 
That-there. is 


puniſhment of their firſt Idolatry y.1$0 


| we may ſay, Thar injevery Sin there i isa 


taint of that firſt Prodigious ambition of 
our firſt Parents, which colt them. and 
their poſterity ſo deat, /z.. That we 


8 : would be as Gods, we YUgRe God's = 
.equals,.: af not. LaPergAT- 6 \. 
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ome; of, the. duſt, of the 
golden, :Calf ;. 4. e- ſomething, of. 
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breath of God s Laws: 
5 wy not | 
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Diſobecience is an Oy Be "1 
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; ifir bet 
. nels, the tranſcript of his Righteouſneſs, 
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4 «ad the effluxof lis Goodneſs, then in. 

FB tbe breach of it:2l] thoſe Attributes are 
| cefpisd.. The Law.is then flightedas 
it is a Medal of God's Holineſs, as if is _ 


Y cquitable in. its: ſelf, and-as-it 1s-in its 


goodneſs. delign'd tar our convenicacy 


NN andadyantage. 


Therefore by the Breach of one point 
- of the Law; .,we'conradt virtually. the 
euilt. of the Contempr.of the whole Sta- 
wteobank ofGod, Jarr:2.10, 11.hoſogwer 
foal keep the whole Law,ang yer, i-hok 1X 0XC 
pointghe #5 guilty.of a ; becau che Will 
Tok Authority, ot che Lawgiver, hich 
bs the. Banf2i0g to ie 450ppo'd : Als 
LS e.. that the ;Autbority of the 
Ver. which is. not prevalent with 
by ro pg nt us from the Breach of ong. 
| Kar would be. gf as little force wich us - 
nerk an us from tbe Breach of 'all the 
reſt, when occaſion. is.offer'd ; becavle 
pla the Fe of any one Law declarss 
h AY Wh NS Love FR, the oh 
I Spc oo whole Law: 
his Eng it $0 ;od's, Law, wal lp! 


"| ea 
* Rom, 3. 


Command; they, are lock to. inform | 
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jy the Holy One of 1//4e/'tre 


will not hear the 
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Mor s / Rani to _ 


themſelves; 'they hate the Light 
would both er ions: their. Spots, und _ 
dire their Courſe. |. 
Aence "thoſe Expr fiviis''* Refuſing 


ro hearken, anil flopping the try that we 


ſhould not hear. * None underfands;'t there 


i none that ſeeks" after God unwilling- N- 
nels to ſeek the knowledge oy him; Thu: p 


| thou hi ir be ed molt 2 Fo atragions and 


tions of his” WA ky : rag p x5 
God not to trouble them with his Laws, | 
though their hearts bear witneſSeo-rhe | 
Righteouſneſs bf'rhem, dg 3G."10; go 
Which fax 70 "thi" Proph is, Prophecy not 
unto us right things * cauſe the Bloly Oe 
of Iſrael to > oe from befort" us.” - Let not | 
f ible” us with 
any, of his Laws -DUF leayg.us 0 ULJ1n-- 
ful Labour.” Herein' God placed: qt h ir 
Rebellion, v:' hy by ef hrlaren, th 


would have”: 
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And when any motion of the Spirit. 
thruſts it felf in, to enlighten them, 
they exalr © rhemſelves againſt the know- 


. edge of God, 2 Cor. 10. 5. and reſiſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, keep their Hearts barr'd, 
that he may not have admittance. The 


. word &rnmrlezt, As 7. 51. is empha- 


tical, To fall againſt ; as a Stone or any 
other ponderous Body falls againſt that 
which lies in its way ; they would daſh 
in pieces or grind to powder that very 


' motion which is made for their inftru: 


ion, yes, and” the Spirit too which 
makes 1t; and that not in a fit of Paſ- 


- fion, but from an habicual Enmity al 


ways. Whereas a faithful Subje& or 


- Servant who loves his Prince or Maſter, 


would fain know what his Will is, and 


what Laws are order'd, that he may ob- 


ſerve them. 


+ But when men have a ſuperficial know- 
 Tedge of God's Laws by : Edacation, or. 


Attendance upon a godly and able Mi- 
niftry,yet they are loath to retain it,neg- 
ligent in improving it ; they eaſily ler 1t 


Nip from them,their minds have not de- 
light to employ themſelves in'med:tatin 
© "# 


it, or to know the ſpirit of it, which 


- | the P/a/mi/t fixes as the | CharaQter of a 
4] Godly Man, P//12, Ez Men 
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Knowledge of any thing, than of God's 
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 Afonate Thoughts in the ſtudy of ſome 
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 - Man's Enmity to God, © 
Men are more generally fond of the 
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Wal. Do not.the moſt of Men, that are 
intent upon Knowledge, ſpend more ._ 
Time, and engage more ſerious and afle- 


Science.or Trade, than in thqKnowledge 
of God's Will ? With what readineſsand + 
dexterity will a man diſcourſe about: 
Philoſophy, - Mathematicks, . Hiſtary, / 
&<c. but any diſcoutle of God began in 
Company, ſtrikes them dead: 'He is . 
quite at a loſs in the Knowledge of Him 
and his Will, wbjch was the great End 
of his coming into the World, and the 
great Concern of his Soul. _ PET. 
But if a man doth defire to know the 
Law of God, it is many times more out : 
of. a curiolity and natural itch co know, 
than any delignro come under the Pow-. 
erof itz therefore many Men rhat can. 
diſpute forthe Principles of Religion,are 


y 


diſcourſe-much of the praQical part of 
itz which is a- contradittory thing ;far 
can the profeſſion be honourable, if the 
practice be vile ? It the principles be true 
aud good, and worthy to be. knaws, 
why are they not practiſed ? If. che Pra- 
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M's Emmity to God. 


"Ricebe diſgraceful, why are the Princi. 
ples which lead to ſuch Praftices,profel- 
ſed and ſtudied? Whence can this af- 


feQedIgnorance of Gods Laws,this care= 


leſs enquiry into his Will ariſe, but from 


an Enmity againſt it, for fezr they 


ſhould be diſturb'd by it in the purſuir of 


their carnal pleaſures ? therefore they 


account the Word of the Lord 2 reproach 


tothem and their ways, and a rtouble to 


have their Conſciences ſet on work by 


the Law thar galls them, Fer,-6. 10. _ 
2ly. Unwillingneſs to be determin'd by 
any Law of God, | 


"When Men cannot eſcape the.convin- 
cing Knowledge of the Law, but it 


breaks in upon them as the Morning- 
light, they ſet up their Carnal Reſoluri- 
ons againſt it, Jer. 44. 16, As for the 
word. which thou haſt ſpoken to us in the 


' name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto 


thee: And harden their hearts with 4 
foutneſs againſt God, Mal. 3. 13. Refuſe 


ta walk in his law, Plal, 78. 10. Though 

it be a ffrength to them, yet they will not, . 
Ia. 30. 15. they would rather guide . 
' themſelves to deſtruQtion, than be under 

_ God's ConduQt to happineſs : They . 

8 wouldrather be their own Rolers, than 


E-3 God's 


Fi 


2s 


Mart $ Zowa' to God. 


God's SubjeQts: Men naturally affe& an _ 
unbounded Liberty ; would not have the 
Bridle of a Com mand to check them, or 
be hedg'd in by any Law : They think it - 
coo ſlaviſh a thing to be guided by the _ 
will ofanother : They are well compared 
'to the Wild Aſs, that loves to ſnuff up 
the Wind at her pleaſure in the Wilder- 
neſs: They will take their own courſe, - 
"rather than come under the guidance of 
God, Fer. 2. 24, Since the Law checks. 
the inward Operations of theSoul, .and 
would keep. them from inward as well 
as outward compliances with Sin ; they 
therefore account it a heavy. Yoke to be 
ſo ſtriftly regulated as not to have their | 
ſecret rerirements and dalliances with 
fin 1ntheir thoughts. 
| Let not God ſpeak to us, lay the Jews, F 
Exod. 20. 19, 20, left we dye. One would 
think it was the Terror of the Thunder- 
 claps wherewith the Law was proclaim- 
ed, that made them ſo unwilling to hear | 
God ſpeak to them, But che Apoſtle tells 
us it was the hatred of the Law it ſelf; 
Heb. 12.20. For they could nof endure that. 
which was commanded; which Particle, 


For, ſhews it to be a reaſon why they de-' 


tird the word ſhould nor be ſpoken to 
| Faemy 


Man's Enmity. to.God. 


them any:more. They had -a natural un- 
willingneſs 'to be: guided by apy Statute 
of God?s enacting. 'Had they been only 
afraid of thoſe cerrible Lightnings, with- 
out anyaverfion toGodhimſelf,nethinks 


they ſhould-nor ſo ſuddenly after have 


preferred a Golden: Calf, the (imilitude 
of the Egyptian Idol;-andiput the Name 
of God upon.it, and aſcribe ' to it their 


_ Deliverance! from-:iE2ypr;, | which had 
been wrought; not by a-ſenſeleſs Calf, 


bur an Almighty and outſtretched Arm. 
"Therefore: in:the; Charge" God: broughe 


againſt: them, Levilo. 43» : Becauſe, EVER 


becauſe they" deſpiſed my' juadgreents', aud 
becauſe their foul abhorred my ſt utes; he 
accuſeth. them not only! of deſpiling his 
Judgments, but of a rooted abhorrency 


of ther ever. in their Souls. .. There 15 


nota Law but the heartof man natural- 


ly hath afecret and rooted dereſtation of. - 


Hence man is {aid to make yoid the 
Law::of-/God, P/2. 119. 126. They 
have made: void thy: law. To make it of 
no:obligation- to:them, as if it were an 
Almanack 'out of date; which Chriſt 
calls a making he law of none'effect, -Mat. 
1 5. 6s Ioepdinzcre;: you have untorded the 


£ £3 off 


Law; put it out of Commiſſion; thrown . 
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"Days 5 Ennity to. 


off all the power and. Dominion of i ies | 
Which Law God values more: thatithe 
doth the whole World; nay, the leaſt | 
tictle of it is ſo dear to him; "hack ſhall 
ſtand, when Heaven and Earthyſhall fall. 
And to vyindicate the Honour of it, be 
' would have his Son to d' ye for a Satisfa- 
Qton for the breachot ir, So that if a 
- man conld deſtroy the whole World, it 
were not ſo bad asSin, which is an anlor- 
ding that which is an a ofGod?sRoyal- 
ty, a Copy of his Holineſs; whereas the 
making the World was butanad&t of his | 
Wiſdom and Executive Power ; nay, 
God would not be ſo angry at it; becauſe 
| his Power is by that conternned; burin 
this, bis Holineſs, which is an Attribute 
he doth particulayly delightin.. 
3+ Violence map offers to "thoſe Lans, 
which God doth mot. ſtriftly enjorn , 
and which he doth moſt —_) in the 
performance of, _ E 
If a man be- willing tobe fctermin'd 
by ſome Law of God, it's not becavſe it - 
1s his Law, but becauſe it dothrnor ron 
' counter to ſome beloved: Luſt of his. _ 
Bat when God enjoins anything which 


is againſt the beloved intereſt of-thefleſþ 


he flies out in rage apain}God ;2nd rhe 
vs OE: inter- 


Ft} 


OO” 
& 


the Law. 


| Man's Enmity to God. 


The &xiftaeſs of the Law, which aa 


tur al [ſmEeHf-#cCCOUnt. their Band 20 d 5 G | 


kle, is che ground.of gheir. Quarrel wich 
God , the reaſon of their Rage and their. 
Counſel agaiaft God and. his. Chriſt; 


P{al./ 2. 3. Let ns break theiribands, and | 


caſt away their cords: from BS.: All, this 
was, ver, 1, 2. forthe ſtriftneſs of hi 
Law; which Gror;#4 underſtands of the 


' Law of Moſes, and:all the Rights of it ; 


but meant certainly of the Evangelical 
Law of Chriſt, the Pſalm. being a. Pro- 
phecy of him, ..- A. 


. 


If a man be. williog. to comply wich 


any Law of God, 1t is as-/it prohibits 
 fome- outward Carnal Sins ; bur the 
more ſpiritual the Lag, the moreaverle 


the Heart, The more ſpiritual the, Law 
is, the more doth indwelling Sin exerciſe | 
its Power, and endeayour'.to encrea 


our ſhvery.; Rom. 7. 14, The law is he 


ritaal, but Þ ans carxal, fold under (in. The 

Apoſtle there intimates, that our Carnay 
lity, our Slavery to:Sin, the Egayay of 
our-hearts £0. God,  is-beft diſcerned. by 
comparing man. with the Spiricualiry, of 
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him to-4 loathing of. that wich is truly . 


DR '- 
bY 


like Wind, whicti ent within'the-nar: 


Man's Han to Go 4, Sl. ; ; 


The Jews © 'were/much for Sacrifices, 
very diligent in them, which were; 


but the Skirts of the Law, and which -/ 


God did not principally require at their 


' hands; but for Holinefs,” Mercy, Pity, 


and other-duties:moſt-valued by:-God, 
they were mere ſtrangers unto: them. 
Men will grant-God the Lip, and the 
Ear, but deny him that which 'he moſt. 
calls for, viz the Heart. | | 
+ The more earneſtly Conſclante doth: 
at.any time urge the Law; the more fu. 
riouſly will the Fleſh at againſt ir. 
Rom. 7. 8. But fin taking occaſion by" the 


| {waaeeNs: wrought in me all manner of 


concupiſcence. Like as the boiſterous. 
Waves, which'roar moſtat'that Bank or 
Rock which forbids their progreſs ; or 


row compaſs: of the Earth, FSrown more 
violent, 577)" 

Had notGod comatirdet ſome chings | 
fo trily, they had not been broken ſo 
frequently.” God's - righteous Laws, 
which are intended to'cherk our 'Cor- 


ruptions, are occaſions to'enrage them}; 
as the Vapour ina Cloudends 1n'a tear-_ 
ing Clap of | Thunder when: it meets. 


with oppoſition We ſhall findour hearts. 
«þ wot” 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
moſt averſe from the obſervationof thoſe 


Laws which are eternal-and eſſential to 


Righteouſneſs, . which. God could; not 
but command, as he is a righteous Go- 
vernor; in the obſervance of which-we 
come neareſt ro him, and expreſs his 
Image more illuſtriouſly. As thoſe Laws 
for an inward and Spiritual Worſhip of 
God, the loving God with all our Heart 


and Soul ; God cannot in regard of his. 


Holineſs and Righreouſngls command 
the contrary to this. Theſeourhearts moſt 
{well at; thoſe our Corruptions faarl at 
moſt ; whereas thoſe Laws:that are on- 
ly morally poſitive, or thoſe that are on- 
ly poſitive, and have nointrinfick Righ- 
teouſneſs in them, but depend purely 
upon the Will of the Lawgiver, and 
may be changed at pleaſure, (which 
the other that have an intrinlick Righte- 


ouſneſs cannot ) : ſuch as the Ceremo- 
nial part of Worſhip, and the Ceremo- 
'nial Law among the-Jews;. theſe. we 


can comply better with, than with choſe 
Laws which have an eſſential Righte- 
ouſneſs-in them, and expreſs more in 


them the Righteouſneſs of God's Na-. 


ture. 7 


4aly. Man hates his own Conſcience, when 


- - 


it puts him in mind of the law of God, 

Man cannot naturally endure a quick - 
and lively praQtical thought of, God and - 

his Law, 'and is an Enemy to his own 


Conſcience for putting him in mind of 


God. This is evidenced by our ſtifling of 


Conſcience, when it doth_diQate any ' 
praCtical concluſions from the Law, and 


would ſtamp fuitable impreſſions upon 


theSoul. As 1t 15 an eyidence of anEnmi- 


ty in one Man againſt another, when he 


cannot ' bear his- Company, nor 'eti- 


dure to hearhim ſpeak ;ſo ic is an evi- 


dence of an Enmity to God, when a Man. 
cannor cannot endure to liſten to that 


which is in himfelf, and more.intimate 


- with him than any Friend he hath, for 


the wholeſome and neceſſary advice it 


gives him as God's Viceroy in him, 
Which is not an Enmity to Conſfci- 
ence it {e}f, or to its a& of ſelf refleftion, 
but to the matter of it as it is5God'sVice- 
gerent and Repreſentative, and bears 
the marks of his Authority in it, and 
preſſeth the holy Law of G | 
mind and heart. 


od upon the 


Becauſe inother cafes this ſelf.refleft- | 


ing aQ of Conſcience is welcome, afid 
ts cheriſhed, where it doth not aftin a _ 


- - 
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BY way of Soveraignty deriv'd-from God, . 
B but ſuitable to natural affeQions... As 
'Y fppoſe a Man hath in: a paſſion fGruck 
his Child that caus'd ſome! great mil. 
chief to. him, his-Conſcience refleQing 
upon him afterwards, will be welcome, 
and ſhall work ſome tenderneſs in him, 
which it ſhall not do inthe more ſpiritu- 
al concerns of God, but {hall rather be 
loathed by him as a buſy-bady. | 
__ And by ſuch frequent oppalitions, of | 
. Conlcjence, this Enmity doth fo far pre» 
' vail, that the Soveraignty of Conſcience - 
| feems to be quite Caſbjer'd , infomuch 
that ix ceaſerh with any efficacy to ſpur 
_ onthe Soul ro good,or withdraw it from 
evil ; and being overpower'd by: ſinful 
habits, its Commands grow weak, and 
it ſits labouring like a Magiſtrate that 
cannot ſtem the tide oi ul manners ina 
Commonwealth; it enjgins as'if it had 
aa mind to/be oblery'd. At ..- 
"Tis upon this account that Men of- 
tentimes cannot endure to hear any gra- 
cious Diſcourſes of God, becauſe they 
excite unwelcome  refleQians 4a; their 
own Conſciences : which inſtead of re- K 
farming them, do more diftemper them; 
as the {weeteſt Perfumes affect a weak 
Head with Aches. _ Now © 
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Now ſince Men hate their own Cone 
ſciences for putting them in mind of _ 


- God's Laws, it is clear- that they hate - 


God himſelf,becauſe Conſcience is God's + 


--. Officer in them-:-Since they would-de- 


ftroy the Memorials and Prints of God 
inthe Conſcience : Since they would de- 
troy God's Commiſſioner for doing his 
work, they would deſtroy God himſelf. 
The. Apoſtle therefore © calls Difobedi- 
eace to-the-Light of Nature, a Conten- 
tion, Row. 2. 8. To them-that are conten- © 
tious, aud-obey not the truth, #5 te pvzias, 
that aQ out of Contention: It muſt be 
a Contention againſt Conſcience, ' the 
Light of Nature, and conſequently a= | 
gainſt God :. for the . Apoſtle in that - 
Chapter ſpeaks of Diſobedience. to the. 
Light of Nature; they obey not the 


-*Fruth, out'of Contention againſt it, and 


againſt God, who hath publiſhed that 
Truth, and had imprinted it on therr 


.. Souls as a Guide to them: For God 


hath put into Man a Conſcience a&his 
Deputy, to have a Command over him, _ 
and to keep up hisPrerogative as a Law- I 


giverin him. - 


And as the diſowning the Principles 
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"RN and -rofefſion,i is'a ; cruifyingof uit ; 
. Heb." 6,6: .Seging they icrwri p06 theme. 
| ſelves the Sam-of God aſeeſh cant va prt.: hins: 
£9 a# open ſhame: Anda real «Qing that: 
in'Splrirtoponr bis. DoQtrine, which the 
_ Jews did n his: Body ; it being an; 
accounting im an'Impoſtor';: and -dif-' 
ownir all the Excellency of his Perſon 
and Offices; *and:an implicit Aſertion,, 
That there /is nothing 10+»him worthy, 
their defires and: this Crucifying,iaurols, 
[lt may be i 2hemſelves, as: well: as to 
themſelves) inthemſelves, the Common 
Works'of »Chriſt upon: them, : was; 1 
effe@ the killing of his: Perſon-;.S0. by. 
the Rule of Proportion,every Sinagainlt 
Conlcience;:and: blorting:.out Common: 
Principles;'is 'not-; only . a\-Contention 
againſt- God,” but an: interpretative de- 
ſtroying *06 him, and putting. God:;to = 
ſhamey who: is 'the Engraver:of tholse © —- © 
Principles j -and ng: vos of Nature ' | 
in Man; © P 
>. Man ſer: ”p "ward Lov in « hone 6. 
ofttion tothe Law;of "God. | 
' Sinner: looks> upon. God FRY 
very: a Task-maſter, and his Laws.as 
toothard a Yoke';as. though God. ers  * 
ial ices o; the liberty of this _ 
v1) rea- 
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Creature, andenvied Man of well beings ; 

e pleaſure, Ger. 3.5. God knows, - 
| that in the day you eat cheveafy your. eyes. © 
ſhall be opened. 

- It was the C Old Charge the- Devil 
brought againſt God-to &ve, and the 
ſame Impreſſions he makes ſtil] 0 onthe 

Minds of thoſe Children of -D Dyſobe 
ence, in whom-he works, and Hs ti 

' withunjuſt Refle&ions upon God. © -* 

Man having'this conceis; wrought in 
him, will be a of pt to. himſcl,a0d wilt 
frame a-Rule ſubſervient: to his.own. 

Ends, Rom.' 7. 23. But 1 fee another law 
in my members, warring againf} the law of, 
my mind 4: Which tr the Jap of fing 
and is ſet upina. Warlike and;Aa 
xative Oppoſition againſt the Law. of 
"Godin the Mind, war. 

This Law of Si *Shothing elſe but the 
fetting up' our..own' corrupt: Appetite 
and Will againſt God: As corrupt Rea 
ſon is oppos'd to Goſpel, ſo corrupt; W 
is oppos'd to Law. . be 7: 

Sin having ſer up this: Law; -0a 
the Meaſure and \Ruleof Rights _ 
and ax pee wn __ Tar Rug lite 


F 

| Righteouſneſs of God | himkelf by it. 
This is horrible, to makes. God's Law no 
holier than our own;and to ſquare God's 

. Holineſs and Righteouſneſs according to 
our. Conceptions.z as if God's Holineſs 
were to be tried by our Meaſures, and 
judged by our Corruption, P/a/. 50.21; 

Thou thoughteſt 1 was altogether ſuch a one 
as thy ſelf. This Men do. when they 
plead for Sins as little, as venial, as that | 
which. is below God to take notice of ; >. .- 
becauſe . they . themſelves think it {o, 1 

therefore God mult think-ir{o too... 

Man with a Gyant-Ilcke Pride, would 

| clmbinto.the Thrane of the Almighty 

| andeſtabliſha ContradiQiontotheWil 

| of Godby making his own Will, and 

" | ot God's, the: Square .and Rule of his 

Adios... i; ot ep £h90u%f 21d 

| date in Paradile, when 44op would not 

{ | depend. upon the Will of God: reveal'd 

'F to him, but upon himſelf, and his own 

Will, and chereby make himfelfas Gag, 

This is the heredizary Diſcale of all 

his Poſterity, to atteQ an independency, 


; And this is. the great, Controverſy 


Mai's Enmity to' God « 


that 
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Man's Enmity to God, _ 


thathath been ever fince between God 
and'Man, Whether he or they” ſhall be 
God'; 'w ether his Reaſon or - ruths, 
or their Reaſon ; - his Will, or theirs, be 
- of moſt force. "Juſt as the diſpute was 
between Pharoah and God, who ſhould 


be God ; whether the Great Jehovah, of | 


a pert King of F2y 

gout” what ſaith 1m Plalmiſt* ? they 
ſay of their Tangues, Our Tongues are 
eur own, who ſhall” controul 'ns?-+but 
more truly the \ language of men's 
hearts, Our Wills are our. "Own, who 
ſhall check us? 

This is the thing God Garth in 
the Jews, 111.65. 2. A rebellious people, 
that walk after their own thoughts > They 
would ſet up their own Thoughts above 
his Precepts, as though their vainIya- 
ginations' were '# more" juſt 'and” Hol 
Rule than the" infinite : per | Witt © 
God. 'AsitFer.' 18. 2.” then "wilt walk 
after our own devices, We willbe 4 Law 
ro our {elves ; let God: |take his. Ways 
ow we will take ours! ©1549 <1 

*Tis not: perhaps fo hainous' al : ths 
try to ſet up ca graven Image 
leſs and a finleſs Stock or. AB 
a wk to ſet uy" his own finfol wn 
Fg en 
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Fan's Enmity to God. 


AﬀeRions, and devore himſelf toa comes = 
pliance with them, in oppoſition to the 
Righteous Will of God: 
bly. 1n being at greater pains and- 
charge to break God's Law, thiy is neceſſa- 
ry to keep it. Teas pO 
How will Men rack their Heads, ſtu- 
dy miſchief upon their Beds; wear out 
their time and ſtrength in Contrivances 
to ſatisfy ſome baſe Luſt, which leaves 
behind it no other recompence but a 
momentary pleaſure, attended at length 
with unconceivable horror ; and caft off 
that Yoke which 1s .caſy, and that Bur- 
den which is light, in the keeping 
whereof there is great reward. Mz, 6; 
7,8. Wherewith ſhall T come before the 
Lord ? Will the Lord be pleas d with thou-' 
ſands of rams, or with ten thouſands of 
rivers of ozl? Shall I give my firſt-born 
for-my tranſareſſion ? the fruit of my body 
for the ſin of my ſoul ? They 1n the Pro- 
phet would be at the Expence of One 
thouſand of Rams, and Ten thouſands 
of Rivers of Oyl ; offer Violence to the 
Principles of Nature, give the Firſtz-born 
of their Bodies for the Sin of their Souls, 
rather than to do juſtice | love mercy, or 
alk humbly with God, Things more ecafy 
| 2 -. 0 
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66 Man's Enmity to God. 
in the practice than the Offerings they 
wiſh'd for. TE | 
Thus Men would rather be Sin's 
, «Drudges, than God's nh rgp - and 
negle& that Service wherein 1s perfe&t 
Freedom, for that wherein there 1s 1n- 
tolerable Slavery ; They will make a 
combuſtion in their Conſciences, . vio- 
late the reaſon of their Minds, impair 
the health of their Bodies in contradia- 
ing the Laws of God, and prefer a ſen- 
ſual ſatisfaQion with toil here, and eter- 
nal ruin hereafter, before the honour of 
God, the dignity of their Nature, or 
Happineſs, or Peace and Healch, which 
might be preſerv'd with a cheaper Ex- 
pence than they are at to deſtroy them, 
 oly. In doing that which is juſt and 
righteous upon any other conſideration, 14 
ther than of Obedience to God's Will. 
When Men will indent with :God, 
and obey him ſo far as may comport | 
with their own Ends. Unleſs God will 
degrade himſelf, to ſubmit to the Con- 
ditions of their intereſt, they will pay 
him no Daty of Obedience, nor render 
him a grain of Service. | 
What is Hypocriſy, a Sin ſo odiousfi 
to God, but performing Dutics mate* 
| rially 


Man's Enmity to God. 


rially go00d, upon any other confidera- 


tion, rather than that of God's Sove- 
raignty ?. | 

1ſt. Out of reſpet# to ſome humane Con 
fideration. . Se If 

When Men will praQiſe ſome Points 
of Religion, and walk in the track of 
ſome Laws of God, not out of Conſci- 
ence to the Command, but the Agree- 
ableneſs of it to their Humour, Conſti- 
tution, or Nature ; Out of the ſway of 
2 Natural Generofity, the diate of 
Carnal Reaſon, the byafs of Secular In- 
tereſt ; not from an holy AﬀeQtion to 
God, an ingenuous Senſe of his Autho- 
rity, or” voluntary-Submmſſion to his 
Will, As whena man will avoid ſwik 
ling,” not becauſe God forbids it, but 
becauſe it is atrended with bodily In- 


diſpoſitions. Or when a man will give 
 Alms, not with reſpe& to God's In- 
junction, but to his own Natural Com- 


paſſion, oy to ſhow his Generoſity. 
This is Obedience to his own Preſerva- 
tion, the Intereſt of Moral Virtue, not 
to God. - I 


Though it may look like Virtue, yet 


when it 1s done from Cuſtom and Ex- 


ample, without a due regard to our 


©: | SOVE- 


I, 


Man's Enmity to God. 
Soveraign, we. may, in the doing it, | 
be rather accounted Apes, than Chriſty, I 
ans, or indeed Men. This ſeems to be 
Obedience in the AQ, but Dilobedience 
in the Motive ; for it is not a reſpeCt to 
God, but to our ſelves: Art the beſt it 
is but the performance of the. material 
part, without the ſpiritual Manger , 
which 1s moſt regarded by God. _ 

Beſides, if we obſerve any Law upon 
the account of its Suitableneſs ro. our 
Natural Sentiments, or Carnal Defigns, 
we ſhall as readily diſobey, when it 
crofles the Purpoſes of our Minds, or 
Deſires of the Fleſh ; for our Obedi- 
ence will be changeable , according to. 
the Mutations we find 1n our own hu- 
mours. | 

How can that be entit'led an AﬀeCOti- 
on to God, which is as mutable as the 
intereſt of an inconſtant Mind ? 

Gen. 27. 41. And Eſau hated Jacob, 
pecauſe of the bleſſins wherewith his Father 
bleſſed him. And Eſau ſaid in bis heart, 
The days of mourning for my Father are 
at hand, then will I ſlay my brother Facch, 
So, many Children that expect at the 
Death of their Parents great Inheritag- 
Ces, may be very obſervant of them; 

| not. 


Mais Enmity to God, - 6g9- 


| not; becauſe they reſpe&t God's Com- 

» | mand$.in'it, but becauſe they would 

> | not: fruſtate: their hopes by-any Diſob- 

| ligement.-E/au:hadino regard of God 
 E indecreeing his Brother's Death,though 

BE he was awed by the Reverence of his 

| Father froma- ſpeedy Execution. | 

He confider*d,:perhaps, how juſtly he 

might lie nader the-1mputation- of_haſt- 
ning: Crazy 1/azc's Death; by depriving 
him of a beloved Son. | 

But: had the Old man's head been 
laid, neither the contrary Command of 
God, ' nor the nearneſs of a fraternal 
Relation, could have. diſſuaded - him 

'' from the AQ, any more-than they did 

 & from the Reſolution. Mk 
Wheace it is, that many Mea abſtain 
from groſs Sins only out of love to their 
Repuration : They a& that Wickedneſs 
privately, which if ſeen or - taken notice 

8 of by others, would overſpread their Fa- 

'B ces with bluſhing and confuſion. 

| He may have his Mind in a Brothel- 

'E houſe, notwithſtanding God's Prohibi- 
tion, but reſtrain his Body for fear_of 
diſgrace. : He: may commit Murder in 

'B his heart, when the fear of Puniſhmenc 

| {hall rye up his hands. =. 

OD Has 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


- Has not then our own Credit more: 


power over us than God? Anddowe 


not ſooner obſerve the opimon- of the' 
World, which frights'us, 'than. the An- 
thoricy of God which commands us ?. | 

Is it not a. monſtrous thing. to be 
fwayed by every thing bur the'vight 
Motive ? Fo letevery thingbe a Chain 
to-bind us to the doing good, or efchew- 
ing evil, rather: than. God's Law. ig his 
Word, or the Natural 'Law of Reafon 
implanted in us? Or to be moved: ra- 
ther by the Examples of men that. are 
juſt, or the Cuſtoms:of the:-places where 
we live, than toa@ incotformigy to: the 
righteous Nature of God ? How-great 
an evidence is this of our Enmity to 
God,or at leaſta great want of Aﬀe&tion! 

2: Ont of affettion to: ſome. baſe luſt, 


ſome carſed end. 


_« "Fhe Phariſees were devout i-long 
Prayers, not that God might be ho- 
nour'd, but themſelves eſteem'd by men. 
Ambition may be the Spring and: Soul 
of mens Devotions. TFehw was order'd 


' to cut off. the Houſe of Ahab ;'the fer- 


vice which he undertook: was. in its (elf 


 accep:able, bur corrupt: Nature: ated 


that which Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
| COM» 


Man's Enmity to God. 
commanded : God appointed it'to'mag- 


wy bis Juſtice, and Jehu aBted it to fa- 


tisfy his Revenge or Ambition':' He did 
it to fulfil the Wilt of his Luft, not the 
Will of his true Lord. Jehz applauds 
it as Zeal, and God abhors it as Murder, 
Hoſ. 1. 4. We may ſhow our hatred 
ro God, and provoke him,' in doingthe 
thing which he particularly enjoins us. 
- This is a compliance with the defign 
of fome- Carnal Luſt, more- than with 
the Authority of the Lawgiver. *Tis 
a Service not to. God for his 'own fake, 


\ but to our ſelves for our ſins ſake; 


"Tis rather 'a caſting down the Will - 
of God ' from commanding; to ſer our 
own in its place. Nothing more poſi- 
tively:commanded both in Natures Law 
and the Goſpel, than to pray, and wor: 
ſhip God, Men-may obſerve ſome Laws, 
to: have the better convemeney to break 
others. The Phariſees were great Ob- 
ſervers of this, -they pray'd, and to 


outward apperance devoutly, with a 


Zeal (if Zeal: may' be meaſur'd' by 
length Y; but to what end? Not that 
God might be honoured, but themſelves 
eſteemed 3 nay more curſed, to devour 
Widows Houſes ; that men might be 

| Fa induced 


Man's Enmity to God. _ E 
| induced by that; appeirance of "610Y 
on to niake them {Execyrots bfi their; 
Wills,and Guardians of their Children; 
Feoffees in truſt for their Widows, and; 
{o they might get a fat Sai oh thems 
ſelves. 

3-. Out of a laviſh. Fun: ELIE a, 

In. the doing: any thing out o* this 
Principle, men are rather; Enemies than: 
Friends. 1 Joh. 4\18. There is na fear 
zn love, but per fed love caſteth out fear ; © 
becauſe fear hath torment. If Fear be 
inconſiſtent with Love, it muſt be the 
property. of Hatred. - If perfect :Love 
doth caſt out Fear, then perfect Fear 
doth caſt out Love, and nouriſh 'Eami- 
ty. If Fear be a torment, the EffeQs 
of it cannot be a pleaſure ; and the du- 
ties flowing from it have a ſpice of thac 
| hatred which is an inſeparable'Campa- 
-- nion of that Paſſion, and are done ra: 
ther to. appeaſe. their Fears, than ito 
pleaſure their Creator. Juſt as Pharaoh 
parted with the 1/-aelztes, fo do ſome 
men with ſome ſins, not out of love to 
God's Law, but for fear of a further 
-W rath,or becauſe of the ſmart of preſent 
Judgments. 

Well then, how can we diſcharge 

| . our 


Man's Enmity to God. 
our ſelvesfrom this accuſation of Enmi» 


_ ty to God, when we will be excited 


to a performance of good, and abſti- 
nence from evil, by any -thing of a leſs 
Authority, as the preſenceot a Child, 
the ſentiments of the World, the pre- 
ſervation of our own. Reputation, and 
the fear of Puniſhmenec ? , So that aftions 
materially honeft in men, may be 1a- 
ther a_ fruit of Paſhon than_ Reaſon ; 
and that which we call our Obedience, 
a product of the Beſtial part in us, ra- 
ther than that of the Man. 


8:hly. In being more obfervant of the 
Lams of men, than of the Law of God. © 


The fear of man is a more powerful 
Curb to retain men in their duty, than 
the fear of God : For men are reſtrain'd 
from breaking human Laws, for fear 
of the preſent Penalties annexed to 
them;- but they encourage themſelves 
in the breach of Divine by God's for- 
bearance; whereby they attribute a 
greater Right of Dominion co man, 
than they will acknowledge to be 1n 
God. 
mandment of man , though in caſe of 


Idolatry, but like Snails' creep after the 
/Com- 


73 


# 


They willingly walk after the come Hoſ.s.11; 


Hierom. 
Vol, x. E- 
pit. 2. p. 
31, B. 


Man's Enmity to God. 
Commandment of God, if they move 
at all. | 8 2 

- *Sothey made the King glad with their 
lies, they cheered his heart with their 
ready obedience to his Command for 
Idolatry, againſt the Counſel of God, 


_ and Warnings of the Prophets. And 


they, contrary to the Speech of Chriſt, 
fear him that can kill che Body, more 
than that God who can deftroy both 
Body and Soul ; and are fcar'd more by 
the Frowns of men, than the Power of 
God, Tis natural inall Apes, It was 
Hierom's Complaint, T :ment leges huma- 
nas, at non divinas; Quaſi majora ſint 
Imperatorum ſcuta quam Chriſti, leges ti- 
memus, Evangelia contemnimus. 
Without queſtion man is obliged to 
obey his Creator, without confultiog 
whether his Commands: are agreeable 
to the Tnſtirutions of men. For if we 
obey him becauſe mens Laws enjoin the 
ſame, we obey not God but. man, hu- 
man Laws being the chief motive of 
our Obedience. This is to vilify God's 
Soveraignty, and lay it under the 
Hatches of mens Authority, ſince we 
thus ſlight the Duty which in point of 
Right 


Mans Enmity to God. 


Right he may demand of us, and pay 
with ungrateful returns ſo liberal _ 
nefator : For men whoſe Laws we 
principally regard, were never the prin- 
cipal Author of our Being; and the 


inſtrumental Preſervation we have by 


them, is not without the Providential 
Influence of that Lord whoſe Autho- 


_ rity we ſubje&t to theirs. Why ſhould 


we readily ſubmit to Human Laws, and 


ſtagger at Divine? Why ſhould we de- 


pote God from his Right of governing 
the World, and value mens Laws above 
our Maker's ? Why ſhould we make 
God's Authority of a leſs concernto us 
than that of a Juſtice of Peace, or a 
Petty-Conſtable ; as though they, were 
God's Superiors, and Obedience more 
rightfully due to them, than-to. him? 
What a Contempt of God is this ? *Tis 
to tell God, I will break the Sabbath, 
{wear, revile; revel, were it not for -the 
Curb of National Laws, for all thy 


' Precepts to the contrary. 


gthly. In mans unwillingneſs to have 
God's Laws obſer d by any. Man would 
not have God have a Loyal Subjetin 
the world. Lie | 


What - 


75 


> 


Man's Enmity to God. 
- What is the reaſon elſe:of the Perſe. 
cution of thoſe who would be the ſtria- 
eſt! Obſervers of God s Injunftions; as 
if they were the moſt execrable perſons 
under. the Cope of Heaven? What is 
the reaſon the Seed of the Serpent hates 
the Seed of the Woman with as much 
vehemency as the holy Angels do the 
molt prodigious Villanies? *Tis ordi- 
nary for prophane men to look upon 
ſuch as would walk before God unto all 
well pleaſing, as ſtrange and abomina- 
ble Monſters. s Per. 4.4. Wherein they 
think it ſtrange, that you Tun not with them 
zo the ſame exceſs of riot ; ſpeaking evil 
of you. Speaking evil of you ; Exaopn- 
u&yre, railing, libelling the whole Pro- 
feſſion, loading them with many op- 
probrious Epithets : Becauſe they will 
not be as diffufive in Senſuality as them- 
ſelves: Becauſe they run not, dc aria 
«raya; thus cen{uring thoſe atts of 
theirs, which are pleaſing to God, at the 
Bar of Prophanels. 
- ?*Tisnot for any wrong done to them, 
that they thus hate them , but becauſe 
they will not injure God, and tranſgreſs 
his Laws ſo much as themſelves do: 
How 


Man's 'Enmity to God. 
How clear a diſcovery is this'of mens 
naturat unwillingneſs' ro ſuffer 'Godto 
have the' leaſt grain of Obedience in'the 
world , when they are angry that any 
bear a Veneration to his. Laws, and that 
others will not run into the ſame Ca- 
reer, and be in Arms apainft God as 
_ wellas they? bes RT bw 
"Hence it 1s that the holieſt perſons 
| havebeen moſt perſecuted : Among the 


Jews, Iſaiah ſawed to death, Jeremiab 


ſtoned, Zacharias killed at the Altar, 


El:as put to flight, . Among the Chri- 


ſtians, all the Apoſtles but John put to 
death ; The holieſt men have been rhe 
greateſt Snfierers, Among the Heathen, 
Socrates Condemned to Poiſon. And 
the reaſon is, becauſe they have more 
honourable thoughts of God, and would 
maintain 'the- intereſt of God'in' the 
 Tothly, 7a the pleaſure we take to fee 
his Laws broken by others. FD 
"pin 1s the greateſt evil that can hap- 
pen'to God ;' and there is nothing man 
doth 'more careſs and pratify bienfef in, 
than'to fee a Creature be:mir'd wirtrie 
my —- An 
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And indeed,, Sia 1s hs Efle | | 
molt oft ra Fn in-the world. =p 
atk Pray ic,. that he roſe every morn; 
to make an Atonement for his Sons, | 
o he knew could not be without ma- 
- [-% S in their Jollities. : 
\ This Indi&ment che Apoſtle brings 
among the reſt againſt the Gezri/es, 
*Rom. 1. 32. Hot only do: the ſame, but 
have pleaſure in them bY ao -them.. Do 
not men often make that the ObjeR of 
their Laughter, which is the ObjeQt of 

God's Infiaue Hatred. *. Are, got oth 
mens Sins the ſubjeQ of our Fade 20 
Mirth, which yy be the; 
our Pity and Sorrow ? Pity to the 
ner, and Sorrow for the Sin. , . 

What is this, but an evidence. of 2 
rooted hatred of God 1n ,our nature, 
when we pleaſe our ſelves with any: dil. 
honour done to him by others 7: 

For it is put among -the- noble. Attri- 
butes of Love, I Cor. 13.6. That 4t re- 
foiceth not in iniquity; neither its own. 
Iniquity, nor 'other mens. To. Tejpice 
uh It houaligioy thu pectow 

to - yet ow,.ma 
are here ik the world, that cop ex Eo! 
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Alan's Enmity to:God. © 


others diſhonour God, without ſome ſort 
of fatisfaQtion; : they arediſpleaſed: with 
his Glory: , and OY wi 
nour.” 


Þ cady, Wes are Endtnids to: God's hs 


vereignty, ix ſetting up other” Severeigls 
in ey, of God: 


_- If we did dethrone God to ſer up an 
| Abgel, or ſome virtuous man, itwould 


be a lighter Aﬀront ; bur- to. plateithe 
baſeft and filthieſt things i in his popes, 


15 intolerable. | Td 


What we love better chan God, wha 
we. ſacrifice all: our. Induſtry to, whar 
we ſer our hearts moſt upon, what we 
grieve moſt for, when we miſs of our 
_ we ; before God. / jo 


Ty Tels: ; 
'Though-ſo palpable al de not. 
committed by us,. yet it was natural to 


\# Tits. 


mankind 5 fince we know: all Nations 
| were over-run with it, Foſþ, 
the Father of the Faithful was an: Idola- - 
And his: 


« 24. 2./ Since: 


ter: before' he:was:a Believer. 
Poſterityithe Fews, wh bad heard God 


7 Pee: Ipeaie to'them. from NO St: 


G _ mals 


HE Die 


'\ 
2; 


Is 


IS 


IT Man's Enmity to:God. 2 be | 
#4;, were no ſooner departed! fromthe - 
foot of the Mountain, but they adore a 
Golden Calf.in his flead;: and: this lin 
did run in the blood of all their Poſte» 
rity ; fince we find God charging them 
with it through the whole: Old -Teſta- 
ment.; -and: was: not rooted qut till the 
Seventy Years Captivity 1n Babylon. : 
:: And that tlie naturalnefs. of it to. 
mankind may further appear; conſider 
what Incentives againſt it the Jews had. 

 Fhey had the greateſt Apoanayes of 
God, particular marks of his. iFavour, 
bis' Judgments and- Statiites ; -which 
the -P/a/mift ( P/a/. 147% 19,-20.): fers 

_ dealt ſo. with every Nation, no.,. not 
with any Nation: They had the-viſible 
figns of his Preſence, the Pillar of Fire 
by Night, and the Cloud by:Day ; they 
were:tmore 'patticularly; under:hw un-' 
dulgent Care:-he had alterid che Courle 
of Nature, and wrought Miracles: for 
their Deliverance ; | rain'd Manna from 
Heaven taſpread their. Table; carried I 
thei his Boſom ; yer:thoſe Wretches | 
were throwing down God-:; ;te:r make | 

room: fora 'Calf,:made;: as I may: iy 


7 ” 


with" their Ear-was;. daubd: with ar 


Har s _ to Gal. 
with ' the Gold, which' was þ 


ExCrement. 

"This 1dolitry i is'as Wbituts a degra: 
ding and vilifying of Gud as Hell 3 it Pele 
could invent ; ?*Tis a real calling him 
by the names of all thoſe filchy, loath- 
ſome, ſenſeleſs Creatures, ſo odious, as 
Images of him, 'AS$if God were 'no 
better than a Stone, a piece” carved - 


| Braſs or Wood, of no greater Excellen- 


ty than'an [mage or ba, Ng This is 
x denying of God. '''7, Kit, that 
he had not kiſs'd Wir ln; "6 made 


obeyſatice to Idols; for then, ſaith he, 
I Thoald have denjd the God that is above, 
Job 31: 28. © 
'Tis call'd a loathing 
Husband of  Chiriftians ja loathing 
all his Authority ovetthem. © 
The: giving Adotation to ah Image 


of 45: 


_ whicfi belomps to God, is a making it 


equal to him, if not above him; fir” by 
ſuch a  Veneration they evidence, that 


God is no better in their apprehenſion | 
'than the Stock they worſhip | 


'The Heathen World is at this day 


. drenched in this kind of Idolaty, and 


G 2 . moſk 


L 


God, Who tþ hs tac 16. - 


2. 


Q . mo Y 7 by —_ q x y 
z { ant da ada LINENS ARES 1. Sedo lh En ie = nn 7 as, TRIS | ; C 
w, £ _ LH” #3 a38.4X : I $2824 ant: fy £ 245808 Gn Tee BEA * 7% 0 LETS IRA 
” y 4 DER. 3 bt a EB Fe 14.4 be te. Ie (ch A 4 34 n Ka 5 
L 7] PL; A Eats: Oh fg TT IT © OY 5k ; TY; 07 ES, Eh es 2h : "$47 
<6 V8. 7 1 , be; $ & ? y Z 


Mar? s -Eypi to : Got: 


moſt part: of the Chriſtian Wold: -are 


ſubje& to che Remains of this Pagan 


Sin ; As the Papitts, who adore. for their; | 


Saviour a liztle Wafer, -which perbaps 
the Mice have bicten, a and Flies have © cal 
their Excrements þppB: . 


ay, We are. Enemies to Godt 5 Sove- 
raiguty in ſetting up Self. ., 


Mag 1imagin'd at. firſt, hae” by Eate- - 
- 10g the forbidden Fruit, he ſhould have . 


a knowledge of: Good. and: Evil;. as ta 


"be independent upon God, and borrom'd ; 


upon himſelf, and his own-Will. 

This Se/ in us is, properly. che Old 
Adam ,. the. true Offepring of. the firlt 
Corrupted Man. _ This is the 


ſits io: the heart, .the Temple of God, 
and would be ador'd as God, would be 


the chiefeſt, as the higheſt End. ; bg | 
is the grear  Uſurper i in. the World, for 
ic invades the Right of God; tis the 


molt dire& compliance , and likeneſs 


to the - Devil, whoſe. Ations center | 
wholly in- malicious Self-will : Jo this. 
reſpe&t I ſuppoſe the Devil is call'd he 
Goa of this World, becaule he atts ſo, 
as 


great Anti 
chriſt, che great Anti-god in us, which I 
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85" if-the World ſhould only" Tarve his 
Ends. « upatrianh "M 
Sf is the Curiter" of chnrly men's | J 

Religious AQions ; while God ſeemsto ; 

be the” Obje&, Self is the: End, Aveh. 

7- 5. Did you. Fe unto me? 

"* This being the Motive of Hypo if, 
mikos4 it nn; Idolatry; and” ſo- more 
odious to God ; woeels Sifis ſbje& only 
the Creature to Self.” but this ſubjeas 
the Soul, and even God himſelf to cor- 

' rupt Self. Self-love teads'' the Van, 
2 Tim. 3.2. Men'ſball be lowers of their 
| own ſelves ;' To that black Catalogue he 
| ſeems to ſpeak of that'black"Regiment -J 
 B which march behind #;- and is conclu- \.. # 
ded witha form of :Goalineſs, and deny- \ -y 
Ing the power of it ; and a denying -the 
| Power of -Godlineſs, is A denying the | 

Soveraignty of God. ' ' 

The Righteouſneſs a /Man would efta- J 
bliſh-in oppoſition to God, is call'd a "JF 
man's 097; Righteouſneſs of his own 3 

ming that hath its Riſe 'only from 
himſelf,-: Rows. 10. 3. Going about to 
ePbliſh their own Righteouſmeſs. TDN, - 

Sin and: Self” are. all/-one ;* what is 

all & living in- _y in one place, Rom. 
3 6. 2. 
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6. 2.is lietinr to "Self in another; SCors 7] 
5- 15. That they which live, ſhould not\avs 
to themſelves, What a "man ſeryes, and. 
direQs all his project; N and he whole las 


bour of his life- to, that is his. God and | 


Lord, and that is Self; - ... | 
All inferior things/a for ſome.ſupe- 
rior as their, jmmediare/End.;; this Ogdes 
bath Nature-conſtituted ; the lefler Ani, 
mals are deſign'd for the greater';. the. 
irrational for Man, and Man for ſome. 
thing higher and nobler than himſelf ;- 
for all Beings naturally. ſhould,.in-their. 
ſeveral. Statipns, .tend to.the Service of 
the firſt Being. 'Now to make our ſelves 
the end, and all orher iaings to at&t for 

- ; Ivan) the ſus. 

reme Being, 'to deny any-ſuperior- as 
, yams. which our AGions ſhould. 
e direCted, and uſurp God's place, wha 
alone being the: ſupreme: Being, can be. 
his own-Eod; | For if there: were.any 


thing higher and better: than God,; his | 


own Purity and. Goodneſs: would cauſe 
him-to at for that aS- more. Tan and | 
worthy. $ be A Togl 

th appeal to. you, rhentiey: you: have 


: pow! ſometimes Jegras Wiſhes, "char you. 


way 6 | 


«&. 4 4 "_—_ 


be, on ends. be 
$4. ; 


were in the plac : 
there 15 'a flaviſh Fear or him; [there 


muſt needs be ſich Wiſhes; according 
to the degrees of Fear ; andſo you have - 
- wiſhed God undeified, that you might 
| be advanced to the Godhead. 


This ſome think to be the Sin of the 


 Devits; affecting an independency on 


God by a proud RefleQion upon their 
own' created Excellency, andat leift a 
delightful Wiſh, if not an Endeayour 
to inake themſelves rhe ultimate End of 
all their Actions. 


3h. We are Vackijes to \ God's 5 $6- 
veraignty ir ſetting ap the' World,” © 
When we place this ia onr Hearf, 


God's proper Seat and Chair, we deprive 
- God of his Propriety, and- do, him, the 


reareſt wrot ; in giving 'the poſ- 
ſeſſion of -his Ri 5nd to another. The 
Tile ives Co { els” no- Oe 


H Y wy eat flea, 
| Hl wot upon rhe ' Lord, What we 
make the chief or 2p of -our Deſires, 

4 is 


ban mn - 
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Wil IE | Mor $ * Panir ts-God, C | 
is£0 us in the place of Gad. /;The Poor | 


Tndians made a very natural and ratio» - I 
nal Conſequence, Thar GoJd- was the || 
Spazizrds God, becauſe they. bunted ſo ff 
greedily after it. This is an jntolera- |. 
ble dethroning of God, to- make that '} | 
which is God's Foogſtool to. climb up | ; 
Jato bis Throne; To.bow down-to an-Þ| : 
Atom, a little. Duſt and Mud of the | 
World, a drop qutiof the Ocean ;;. Ta | 
| ſet that in thy Heart, which God hath © 
made even below thy ſelf, and put un- 
der thy feet ; And to m_ that which || 
rw trampleſt upon, to tread down the i 
7 hes hath'to thy Heart.; Alas! 


o ſerves God with In Care, and 
he that, : Ugh he | forves the 
- Warld with —_— 


2 Rad 'aly- We. are Enemies to God's Sove- | 

_  raighty 40 /etding up. ſand, pleaſuress _ 

ove 15 a commanding AſteQion, and i 

gives the the. a power over.us'; whay 

| wen pri 117 pe Wer eadily obey.. Now. 
;Tim.3-4. Men arp {aid to be.qia/ AfSOVU f6R9. Je "We | 
Prntra; A "pe Biky belly is ſaid ro:be 

by, God, becauſe. his. ProjeQs.and. Af. | 
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Man's Enmity'to God. 


of that ;; and he lays in not for 'the-Ser- 


vice of Gad, :but a Magazine for Luft. 


'Þ if you preferr'd ſome-honourable thing 


which might perfe& your Natures as 


-Learning , Wiſdom, Moral Virtues 3 


though 'this were an: indignity. to be 
cenſur'd by the Judge of all. che World, 
yet it. would be more tolerable; -bur to 
conſecrate your Hearc and./Time: to:& 
ſordid. Voluptuouſneſs:;. and': feed; it 
with the Cream of your Strength, - this 
is.a0 incxcuſable Contempt,: to pdy-a 
quick and lively Service-to an, effemi- 


nate Delight, which is oaly due.co the 
{upreme I 1s es. It 


Doth not that Man dethrone God, and 
hate him,_thar will be under'the-com- 


| mand of a ſwiniſh pleaſure ; and-make 


that the ſupreme End of-his Life andAQti= 
ons,rather than to beunder the righteous: 
Government of God 2 The greateſt Ex- 


Þ cellency: in che World-is infujrely| be- 


low. our Creator ; . how much-; more. 
muſt a, beaſtial:Delight- be belew--him 


- | hich is ſo excecdingly diſgraceſul.co, 
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apd below the Natare-of .Man/?:;1f we. 
ſhould: love.all the Creatutes in Heaven: 


3nd Earth above God, it were more. 
45+ | excl. / 
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excbſable-v than to | ahigaks: him in our i 
AﬀeQions beneath a brutiſh Pleafure, F 
Why doth any" man-Toure an ignoble | 
Senſual with the diſpleaſure of God, 
Hell and Damitiation at the.ecnd' of is 
if he did-nor value i above God, as wal 
as above his own Soul ? + | 
' The more ſordid any thing is that in 
ſer up it the-place'of God, 'the greater 
is che deſpite ps to him, Exc4.9:g 
When the Prophet ſaw the Image of 
Jealouſy at. the gate , God tells hiny 
there were greater Abominations thay 
char; which are deſcrib'd ©. 10." Cree) ' 
ing things and ebowinable beefts, Viz; 't ] 
*The viler ohe ching i is which] Lolſeſed | 

our Hearr, tHe'greater flight is Ek up? 
on God, and the v probe: Wis UOAY 
nation. ' Cs | f ? 


Sly. We are > Enomils to > God's Soves 
rig yin ſerting up the Devil. a 

Every'Sin is an BleQion-of 'the D& 
vil to be'gur Lord ; If Sinhad a Voice} 
it would give" its 'Suffrage 'for ſuch'# 
Lord as woe favour4 Its ag tr _ 
WW 
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Man's Eaniry 6 to God. 


{o-rhat every. Sio is an-EffeQt of the De- 
vil S: Goverament :. :. Therefore Sins are 


lld bis, ;Luſts, which natural Men 


(who being the. Devil's ;Children, are 


under his:paternal Government ) fulfil” 
_ and. do-with a .reſolute.Obedience, Joh, ” 


« 44+ His luſts'y 0u-will\do. * 


Ta 


Carnal , which. divifioo; comprebends 


a]Sin, we ſhall god that in-boch.;, we 


own the - Devil's. Authority either. 1a 


obeying his Commands, or; in  Gonlaem- 


ing. .to;his-Example.. . are: faic 


model themſelves according to; his Pat- 
tera; In; the one they are his. Servants, 
to do his work ; io the other his Chil- 


'gren, to-partake of his Nature; In che 


one we acknowledge himas.our Maſter; 
SS oches weown'him as our:Copy. 


= 
As: the Spirit, dwells.in a. Godl Mas wok wy 
$oguide tum,.ſo..doth, the Devi ina na | 
| Natural Man, to dire&t him -to-Evi G 


A. a. 
mn 


If we divide Sias into Spiritual a and 


þe bis Luſts Subje#ive, as he So 
them ; others 4;/poſirive,. ay he Liapes 
they... ; In, Spiricual he is-an AQ tor, in 

: Carnal a. Tempter,. . Ja Carnal,” Meg 
obey his Commands ;, in Spiritual, they 


[# bath we: derogare | from Gad's. Sove- 
_  raignty 


Sa 


Man's | Bin fo Gol... 


raignty over 'us, whom we are. bound 
to' imitate, as well 'as to-obey.* Every 
Sin, in its own nature, is « Communion. 
or Society wich Beliel, a fighting for the 
Devil againſt God :: "is che end of the 
AR, though it be not the intention of 
the Agent. Every Sin i the Devil z 
Vork, and therefore the choice of it's 
a preferring hisService ' before” God's 
Tho Sin of Sas, though ina ſmall:imats. 
ter, and not in any natural, but Pony 
Command, is equali'd ro the Sia | of 
Witcheraft,' which, you know, is'a Cor 
venanting with the Devil to yield Ot &. 
dience to him, x S2m.15.2 
| What a monſtrous! $0 neſs' is this : 
' t0advance animpure Spirit in'the place] 
of infinite Purity ; to embrace the great. 
R ing-leader of Rebellion,abovethe Com: 
triver of our Reconciliation ; 'y 'the only 
Enemy Godhath+in the World:, who: 
drew all the reft into the FaQion againſ 
him, before him who is' ready 'to pats 


don us upon our revolt from his'Adver 
ſary ? To affef chat Deſtroyer above 
our Preſerver afid Betefaftort Toeſte _ 
him--as the! exatteſt Pattern, and ] 
greateſt Lord ,"as though he tap 
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'Þ txd vs, provided -for us, 'and in mercy 


: ” 
"=> W_2- 


- watched. over us all our.days.: + - 
| .. Whar a prodigious Enmity is; this, 
'Þf to offend God, to pleaſure the Devil,; 
'& and injure our.Creator, to gratiſy. our 
Adverſary. _Haye we nothing to. pre- 
fer before him, but che deadlieſt Enemy 
that both God and our Souls have in the 
World ? Muſt we fide with our Tor- 
' mentor againſt our Preſeryer ? Shall he 
which will. fire us for: ever, be valu'd 
above him, who would wipe all Tears 
from our Eyes ? Oh ler us bluſh, if any 
ſpark of ingenuity be left ; and ler our 
hatred of God change its Obje&, and 
boil up againſt qur ſelves for our aborat- 
mable 4ngratitude. © +4 oO 


- 


.3ly; In sſurping God's Prergetivie, and 


il exeZing thoſe obſer vances which belong 10 
OZ OOO ns 

:. We deſtroy his Soveraignty in deify- 
ing and rewarding Mea for things done 
in oppoſition to the Law:of God, in 
putting glorious Titles upon the vileſt 
As, naming Ambition Generouſneſs 3 
Murder Yalour, &c, w 


it, Fs 


4 5 
x25 


we api 4 God. 


"x ft:' In challen going Titles td Aits @ El 
Worſhip axe only to God." *What® Aa'd 
' Worſhip is there due ro God, bur May 
hath'one time or other challeng'd ir as 
pertaining to Se; 
Darius for Thirty days muſt have al 
Petitions pur up to him, as though he 
could ſupply the Wants of all Creatures, | 
Dan. 6.7,8, 9 | 
"Alexander would be 'worſhi pped 4 
God ; after him Antioch, hom roo 
calls a vile perſon. The Pope akey 
vp the martiber -in the.Preface' Ns Ci 
omits put to his Decrees :: , Ecictu t 
Domini Deique noftri. © © "1 
In men's equall ing chinſcfvedas God 
The firſt Man would know as God. B# 
bet-builders would dwell as Gad. Rb 
Bins tell us, that Zve was told by the 
Devil , That if ſhe” eat the forbidden: 
Fruit, ſhe ſhould: «make a World as God. 
The Pope will fit in'the Tempte of Goh 
' and pardon Sins as, God ; _exalts hims 
felf above all that is call'd God, ſhewy 
ing himſelf that he 3 Is God. 0G 


2ly. Uſurping God's Prevogatiod/" all 
of over the Conſciences. and Reaſom q 


of others. | 'Whend p 


8 fire-in ſome Men, to: model all Conſets 
ences according'. to. their own'!|Wills; 
- which belongs to a greater Power than 
Man is capable of f'' 1 - 7; 
Ferdinand'sSpeech was eminent, who 
when by the perſuaſion of others,' with 
much .relatancy on .his' part he 'had 
paſſed an” Edi againſt '' the Prote- 
ftants, &c. faid'\, © I expected ſuch a 
*'ching, when I would take upon'me 
« the 'Prerogative'of God to -be Lord 
$: over men's:Conſciences,/' - 5H 1 
| |» We uſurp God's Prerogative,' when 
we'a any thar others are nor/of our 
Minds and Judgments 3 whewehey:will 
fiot be blind: Servants to'our* Opinion, 
. nendeavouring to. have' our own fan- 
cies," yea-and: paſſions, thouph'never'ſo 
4 I boiſterous and'ridiculous, 'to be's miga- 
/ I fore to:others; When we are! pertina- 
MW cious/in any dovbefy} Opinion; and'af. 
ſume to our ſelves Infallibility of Judg- 
- mentz\-as if our Sentiments/were as firm 
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21 exalting  our- {elves above all rhat is 


| bver -other' men's Reaſons and Judg- 
” BRO . meats, 


&:divine: Decrees';/:Whptiis this; but 
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Mar 5 ; Emily to God. 


ments ,//as. though-it- were 2s. infallible 
as God, and all others differing from ul 
under. Blindneſs and\Error, + by | 


4} 
3ly. Uſurping God's Preropative, in 
preſcribing. Rules of Worſhip which ought; 
only to be appointed by Gods: $; 
-. In putting out, :or Jeaving i in, what! 
they think fit to. be the Rule: of Wors 
ſhip ; in prefcribing*by humane Laws, 
what they judge good and' right in di 
vine.. Altthe 'reafon under de could: 
not-have inform'd us what God wait 
himſelf, -or what Worſhip che expeCted: 
of us, without ſupernatural /Revelat Fon 
Therefore, when God hath fixed-ir, fo 
Men to be making alreratiohs in I, a1 j 
| additions .to it, 15. an intolerable: inva 
ding of bis Right, at leaſt it. i an equal 
ling our own fallible Inventions;with 
his infallible Oracles, imperioufly.10 
obtrude upon People humane: bogey 
ons with as much authority as if they 
had. been ſign'd and fſeal'd in Heaven ty 
and were unqueſtionably warranted-by 
God himſelf. The preſcribing the.mans 'F 
ner of Worſhip, is;a part.of God's'S 
veraignty 3 ; . therefore in the: two. w] | 
— Chaprenlſ- 


 Atan's Enmity td God. 


Chapters..of Zxodw, where the ereCt- 
ing of the;Tabernacle is.defcrib'd, chole 
words; As the Lord commanded, are ſe» 
venteen, times-inſerted.© And: to' pre« 
ſcribe any'thiog which: God hath not 
commanded (though he hath not for- 
bidden it )' is: ſuch-an; invaſion of his 
Prerogative; that he hath; puniſh'd it by 


a remarkable Judgment, | When: Vas xo. :o.;; 


dab and Abihy took ſtrange fire, ze; other 
fire than' what was upon the Altar. 
wherewith - to kindle their. Incenſe, 


though God-had given; no Command 
to- the: contrary , yet; becauſe he had 


not - commanded. the, Offeriog . with 
ftrange Fire, he- cut them off by a-ter- - 
rible Judgment... - - «-/ Hat 


And it-is to be-obferv?d,, that none 
are more irreconcilable Enemies to the 
true Power and Spirit.of Godlineſs;rhan 
the Uſurpers of this Prerogative of God, 
the Lord in juſt Judgmenr leaving them 
to che dotages.of their own Minds;! and 
a; the enmity of their Hearss agaioſt him; 
v& being Succeſſors of the Phariſees in-their 

J Judicial Blindneſs, as well as their Ulſur- 
oY pations of God's Authority, -\ 


H aly. Is 


_ 


os 
"4. 


cauſe if '/Laws may'be'-interpre 


. the worſe -when' Men-try: the- Wort 
not by their Reaſons, but by their: Fat » 


on on. 


73/40 
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aly.. Is Tubjelting the Tracks ua f 
to the 7. rhal « Of Reaſop, "or * tr 4 


Oracles -at the Tribunal - of” 'our ſhut: | 


low Reaſon. *Fis-a part: of God's: Sos! 
veraignty to be 'the Interpreter, as: 
well as Maker of his own” Laws} 


as it is a'Right inhererit inthe Legiſla! 


tive Power among Men. ''80 that it" *l 
an invaſion of his Ripht to faſten a ſen q | 
upon his declar'd' Wall, 'which doth nog 
naturally flow from the words :/ for to 
put any interpretation according to out: 

eafure upon diving 2s well-as humang: 

ws, contrary to'rhe true intent, is 
virtual Uſurpation'of this/Po' 3 


cording to our humours, 'the Dower sf 
the Law would be-more"in' the Inter . 
preter than 4n the. Legiſlator. ''And/i 


cies and:-Hamotrs; and put' Allepories) 
the Brats of'crazy or' humorous Fancy 11 
as the .getjuine mace” of the Wo al | : 


> Ok: 2236” Yn 
| | 
«ly. Þ ” jaoheing WTR: Mes, as'if 


we had beck 0 God's Priyy-Council 


when 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


when he firſt undertook any grear AQti- 
in-the World. 4 | 


ey In lad ving of others " . 'Tis 

an introding 1 into God's Judicial Autho- 

Who hath made me ajudge ? was 
Chrift' Plea. Who art thou that judgeſt 
another's ſtate, 'as though thou were 
Lord of the heart of thy Brother, and 
God had given over his juriſdiQtion 
- over the heart to thee;; as though he 
were to ſtand or fall to thy Cenſure? 


" adly.” Enmity to the Holintfh of God. 

- This hating his Holineſs, 1s a virtual 
tepriving him: of his Being : For if he 
did'not infinitely hate evil, he would. 
| not be infinitely good, and conſequent 
'Iy would not be God. God can' never - 
endure fin, no'not to Zook upon it ; and 
to cheriſh that, which is fo contrary ro 
is purity, is a denial of -his* Holineſs. 
Hab,1.13. Thou art of purer eyes'thas 
to behold evil, thou canſt not look « on ini- 


ity. | ; 
” Firſt, 1» ſi inning under 4 a proves Re 
_ 
"It 2 _ Maa 


bel 
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Many reſolve - upon ſome: ways of ; 
wickedneſs, and then rake .che. Scrip-. 
ture to find our, at leaſt Excuſes _ : 
Evaſions for it, if not a juſtification for i 
_ their Crimes. This -was the Devils || 
method to Chriſt, to bring Serve | 
for Self-murther.  Sas/ reſolves not 1 
obey God, but would preſerve rhe " 
Spoils of the Amalekites , .and then; 
thinks to qualify all, with cfering 7 
few Sacrifices; as though God's be ; 
neſs would not hate Sin, that had a I& 
ligious pretext. 7 
_ Many that have wrung Eſtates fro . 
the tears of Widows , and heart- bload ' 
of Orphans, think to wipe off all the 
oppreſſion by ſome charitable- Legacy 
at theirdeath, 

- *Tisabominable to make Charity, th 1 7 
tranſcript of God's goodneſs, 'a covet } 
for Sin; and Religion, which is to bring] { 
us near to. God, to patronize our Þ 
-Fa0ny.. 
7 When men will ſpeak wickedly; | Þ | 
Job 13. 7: talk deceirfully for God, i. e. will /y- f * | * þ 

God's glory, and make the honour dlff » 
his Service a ſtalking-Horſe fo. red il 7 
Home of his Holineſs. DES 'Y { 
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Man's Enmity to' God. 
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"i 241. In chargino Sin upon God. 

CJ Every, man naeurally 5s willing to 

"$ find the inducement to fin in another, 

SF rather than in himſelf. This is an a& 

©Y of hatred, to beſpot the Repuration of 

oy others by imputing our Crimes to them, 

EY ind accufing them as the Authors or. 

"St occaſions of our Tranfgreſſions. *Tis an 

OY act of fear, which is the companion of. 

bY hatred; if men_can make God a Sinner 

©& 2eainſt bis own Law, they blemiſh his 
Holineſs, they think they are ſecure 

ug from the puniſhment they did dread. 

wi *for we fear not man, who is-faulty « gy,nion 

yl is well as our ſelves. When men have James, 
done all that they can to blot outa ſenſe ?-9%. 

= of 2 Deity, and fee they cannot do it, 

«ES they will raze out the reverence of ir: 

"y And if we find a way to lay our Sins at 

uy God's door, when he chargeth them'up- 

FE on us, we think then to eſcape the rigor 

Jl of his Juſtice, and that he cannor be 

wg unrighteous to puniſh us. for thoſe 

v8 Crimes which he is guilty of as. well as 

vg our ſelves. Bur it is a fooliſh confide- 

vy ration; for if we'can fancy an unholy 

1} God, we have 'no reaſon to think him 

.. 83 a righ- 
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teous God. That you may ſee that this 
very thing which looks ſo horrible, runs 
in our blood, take notice of - the tw! 
firſt Diſcourſes God had with Man after 
his. Fall, and they will both diſcover | 
BE Ki 
{ 


When God examines 4damabout his 
Tranſgreſſion , he excuſeth himſelf by 
laying it upon God , Gez. 3.12. The 
woman whom thou caveſ me to be with me, | 
ſhe gave me of the tree , and. T did eat | 
Hadſt thou nor given me the Woman,l 
had not been tempted ; and had I ng 
been' tempted, I had. not ſinned: Ang 
this Sin was committed preſently after 
the Woman was given me, as if thay: 
hadſt given me this Woman 10 be my 
immediate Tempter ; and infus'd ſuch: 
a love in my heart to her, that it could? 
not reſiſt her Allurements. For he ſeems 
by the Speech to intimate, that, God 
oave him the Woman on purpoſe. to 
draw him ioto fin, - The next is Caing 
ſome think Caiz here lays the fault up 
on. God, Ger. 4.9. Am 1 my brothers 
keeper ? as if be ſhould have ſaid, 
Art not thou the Keeper and Gove 
nor. of the -World , Oy; didſt net 
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thou: binder: me. from; killing my. Bro- 
ther: Pu Fr gd 

Dlewids! a | boly man, follows him i in 
thoſe ſteps, and charges a'Sin-of his 
own/contrivance upon the Providence 
of Gad'; when the news of Uria/'s 


is | death was brought, he wipes his mouth; 

and faich, 7he ſmord devaurs-one as well 
kl &. ariother, He faſtens that ſolely-on 
the: Divine Providence, which was: his 
—_ wicked contrivance, 2 Sam.'1'T.25; 


+.34ly. In hating the imaze.of God's bn+ 
les in others. 

; The more holy any' man is, and: the 
more; ative in the ſevereſt Duties of 
y 74 10n;the more is he theObjett ofthe 
th: [4 of others; and not only barkt ate. 

J by tipling Drunkards on the Ale-bench,. 
© but by formal and-grave Judges: on the. 
(f Seat of Juſtice. Divid, though a King, 

whoſe Example might have been pow» 

;© crful to have brought: chem toran out- " 
> ward:pretended love to holineſs, was 
1 | = again(t by .them that ſate/in 'the 
" | and! was'the Song.of ithe! Drun-: 
3 kirds, and t that when he wept, and cha- 
cf fis'd his Soul with NG Pſak 69,10, 


1, 12. Hence 


> pf ſence. of a a 190 religions Be 


ie of that image of Gods. hol rock 
g in him, which frikes fo: fullups/ 
on his Soul, and ſers his heart on work. 
in checkng and griping refletions, 
Exod. 15, Now: Holineſs being, the: glory -of God, 
47. . the" peculiar title of the: Delis, and 
Job.17-17- om him! deriv'd upon the Soul;, he: 
that mocks this in-a Perſon, derides. 
God himfelf, He thar hates the Picture 
of a Prince, hates the Prince alſo, and 
much more- were he-. in; bis power, 
He that hates the Stream; -hates the: 
Fountain : He that: hates. the Beams, 
-hates the Sun.” The holineſs of a'Creas' 
cures but a beam from char infinite Sun, 
a ſtream from that eternal Fountain. It} 
a mixed and-imperfeQ holineſs be more: 
the ſubje& of, thy ſcoffs,, than-a great i 
deal of fin, furely thou wouldeſt more. 
roundlyſcoffat God himſelf, ſhould he: 
appear in the unblemiſhed and-unſpots. 
red "ey of his Nature, which!/1 aryl | 
' nitel ſhines in him; For:thy em 
would' be' greater, ' becauſe 'thy: contra. 
riety.is ſo much more againſt che pers 
feftion od hy than 'where' ir al 
q Wy . Wit 
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E- Man's Eninir to God 


with a mixture. Where there is a ha- 

* tred of the purity and perfeQion of any 

- Creature, there is a. greater refleQion 

* upon God, whois the Author: of your 
Purity. - 


:cgthly." In: beving debafing notions of 4+ 
the holy" nature of God.” | 
_ We invert the: Creation contriry: to 
God's'order' i in' it ;; God made Man ac- 
cording to his own: Image ;..aod we 


: make-God-'according to - ours. + We 
_ faſhion God like our: ſelves, and faſten 
- ourown humours upon him, as the'Lz- 
cedemonians were wont to dreſs their 
gods-after the alkiog * "ROM Cities. 
Ffak. 4021, 1 
_ Though menare. enemies to the holy 
Majeſty. of ' God, yer: they can :plIRaſe 
themſelves well with him as're- 
preſented -by :that- 1dea- their. corrupt. 
minds have ram of him. 'We can- 
not comprehend God ; if we could, we _ 
thould be infinite, not finite; and be- | 
cauſe: we cannot comprehend 'him,::ws 
ſt up in: our fancies ſtrange-images of 
- him, andfo 14 AW in ITT 
SOoonds n dout 8 
"io Th. 
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| Heathen , . That 


lefsevil iewas to hive no: I gl ; 
than ſuch as is vile, wic 


46 , 
ALE. | Ty 


Moi Ennit to God. 
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iT, iT bis 1 is an a highs front ta: God tha 

we: imapine. EE 7 be | W, 
+» Yullgt opinionis oY aplaces prophanum : 
ef. Epicurus. De Deo male ſentirs qnam 
 Deam eſſe negare pejus duco. . 
"Tis worſe to:degrade the: Nature of 
God i in our conceits, -and- to: make: him 
a. vicious God, \thawif:in our. thoughts | 
we did quite- "diſcard any (ſuch Being ;\ 
for *tisnot ſogrols a Crime to deny: his 
Being, as. to tancy him otherwiſe-than' | 
he/is; ſuch imaginations: trip him! of 
his 'Perfetions, and: mak him a Godof ; 
Clours}1 07 wh on nem inn ku 
- Picuereb ſaigh he: ſhou 
himſelf leſs wfong'd by that man that 
ſhould deny thereever-was ſucha'man 
as Plutarch, than that he ſhould affirm; ; 


Ky =. 


there: was ſuch) a man indeed, ibut he/ 


was.a cholerick: Clown, A dectepir Fel-" 
low, a debauch'd Man, and an Agno-" 
This was the general Cenifurt of the 
rſtition was. 'far;” 
worſe than Atheiſin, . by how- muchthe* | 
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Ty ro the pure. and holy Nature of the 
_ "Divine Majeſty. Wee $5 
4 corporeal images, are laolatry. - 4 


Sa Lo. 
\ » 46 


'Tis-a queſtion, which Ioolpery is the 
oreateſt, ro worſhip an Image of Wood 
- or Stone, or to: entertain monſtrous 
imaginations of God, It provokes a 
man when we liken bim to ſome infe- 
rior Creature, and.call him a Dog, or 
Toad ; *ris not ſuch an affront to a.man 
to call him a Creature of ſuch a low 
Rank and Claflis, as to ſquare and mo. 
del the PerfeQions of the great God ac- 
cording to our-limited Capacities, . We 
do worle than the Heathen (of whom 
the Apoſtle 'proclaim?d )- did in their J 
Images, they likened the-glory of God i 
to ſuch Creatures as were of the loweſt J 
form in the Creation. We liken God | 
Not to corruptible man, but to corrupt 
_ ' man, and worſe yet, to the very corrup- 
tions of men, and worſhip a God drefled 
up according to our own fooliſh fancies ; 
Rom, I, 2.3.. Aud chang d the glory of the 
incorruptible God into an image made like 
| Or El (2, ""9IY 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
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four-footed beaſts, and creeping things. © | 
If all. thoſe ſeveral Conceptions and 


to corruptible man, and to birds, and 


| Ideas men have of God, were uncag'd,* i 


and diſcover'd, what a monſtrous thing 
would God 27 Hans to be, according to... 
the ,modes the imaginative ' Faculty. 

frames them in? REN Rata Stn 


5thly. 7» our unworthy and perfuntto- 
ry addreſſes to God, - © A 
© When men; come into'the preſence 
- of God. with luſts wreaking 1n- cheir 
hearts, and leap from fin to duty. God - 


is ſo holy, that were our Services. the 


moſt: refin'd, and as pure as thoſe of - 
the Angels, yet we could'not ſerve him 
ſuitably to-his holy Nature: Therefore - 
_ we deny this holineſs, when we come : : 
before him without due preparation, as .. 
if God did. not deſerve the pureſt | 
thoughts in our applicarions to him ; 
or as if a blemiſhed and'polluted Sacri-_ 
fice were ſuitable 'enough to his Na+ 
. ©, When we excite not thoſe elevated | 
_ frames of ſpirit, which are due ro his "| 
greatneſs, and fulneſs, and think to PU F 
| | im 
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him off with heap and ſpotted Servi- "I 
| -ces., ; we light the holy Majeſty .of -. - * 
God , and are guilty of a higher Pre- uf , 
ſumption than is fitting for us inourac- 
cels toan Earthly Prince... - +1... - 


We worſhip, him. not according to, 
the excellene. Holine of, his: Nature, = 
when . we have. fooliſh imaginations, 
creep upon us in the very, a& of Duty, 
which-makes our. Services, erroneous, . = 
and miſguided. . When ,we bring.our. A 
worldly, carnal, debauch'd thoughtsin,  - p 
to his preſence, worle than the Dogsor. 
dirty Slaves. we would: bluſh to be at- 
tended by in our Viſits of a Great Man. - 
When our hearts are turned, from God _ 
in any Duty; while we-are ſpeaking 
with our Creator, to be in our, hearts 
converfing with our fordid Senſualities ; 
is as if we ſhould be raking ina Dung- 
hill when\we aze talking with:a King. 
We do here but defame. his Holinel, 
while we pretend to. honour it.; and 
prophane his Name, while we are pray-- 
ng Hellow'd be thy Name... It wouldar- 
_ gue more Modeſt + Hough leſs Sznce- 
« Fity,. to ſay to our Luſts as 4braham to 
his Servant, Tarry here, till I go to. far 
—_— - <6rhly. 
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6thly. Tn defacing the Image of 'God in 
our on ſaute.” oO OD 
_ God inthe firſt draught of Man, con- _ 
formed him to his own Image ; becauſe | 
we find that in Regeneration this Image 
is renew'd, Eph. 4. 24. The new mas, 
which after God, 47 Oedy, is created. in 
righteouſneſs and true bolineſs, 
. Hedid not takeAngels for his Patteri! _ 
in his firſt poliſhing the Soul, bur bim- 
_ felf, In defacing. this Image therefore © 

we caſt dirt upon the Holineſs of God, 
which was his Pattern in the' framing 
of us : Andrarherchuſe to be conform'd 
ro Satan, who is God's great Enemy, : 
and to have God's Tmage wip'd out of 
us, and the Devil's pictur'd 10 us, There-** 
fore natural men, that are guilty of. 
groſs fins, are called Devils, Joh. 6. 70. 
'Tis ſpoken of Judas : Chriſt gave'it to 
Peter too , Math. 16. 23. And if he | 
give this Title to one of the worlt of | 
men, and one of the'beſt of men, it © 
will be no wrong togive it to all men. 
Men wallow in fio, which is 'direftly Bf 
contrary to tharilluftrious Image which” 
God did imprint upon them ;and per- - 
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| God aid hisR; ghevontis fl "and T (1 fuiable ; 


£0 their C 100- 79 #] pilots # $27 4.2hes 
Men glory1n that which: fockivie ſhine 


and-account that cheir Ornamegt which 


is the greateſt Blot upon their Nacure, 
which*if it'were upon'God "onſy __ 
bio" ceaſe. tobe ey ; 
th. Enoeity ” = Wiſdai of Gods 
lng fins are' called-'a'Re- 
proach of: God; Numbi x5. 30. The /oul 


that doth ong ht preſunipraauſly ; the ſame 


reproaches * the 'Dop. /Al-Rej 

are either for Natural; Moral; of:Intel: 
leftual Defedts: All Reproaches ofiGod 
muſt be either forWickednels, or Weak- 
neſs; if for- Wickedneſs, ' his'Holineſs 


isdeni'd; if for Weakneſs, his ge | 


whiprnitied.” 


ET; © Ts fighting oye Laviaf God. HF 
-Binco God: hath no'defect in his Un- 
derftandin , his Will muſt be the beſt 
and awiſeſt and therefore - his Laws 
highly hte as being the Orders/of 
'the wiſeſt Apent.. 


&, ; 


As God's'' Under- 


ffanding RICE all chings in their 
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truereaſon, {6 his Willenjoins nothing - 
but what is hi ighly: good, and makes fop 
the happineſs S his Creature; the true 2 
means of whoſe happineſs. he under. Y 
ftands better - than. Men . or. Angels ; 
can do. - 
All Laws, though they are enforced | 
by Sovereigaty, yet they. are, orought i 
' tobe, inthe compoſing of them, found. 
_ ed upon Reaſon, and are indeed Appli- 
cations of the Law. of Nature upon this 
or. that particular Emergency. The 
Laws of then, who is ſumma. ratio; 
are purely founded. upon the trueſt rea. 
_ ſon, though: every one of: them [may 
not”be fo clear to us : Therefore chey. 
- that-make alteration in his Precepts; ci 
ther dogmatically or praftically, cons | 
troul his Wiſdom, and charge him: with ' 
Folly. When men will obſerve gne part | 
of his Law, and not another; pick and 
chuſe where t rd jew oor hence it is that | 
' Sinners are called Fools 1h Scripture. - 
*Tis certainly incxcuſable.Folly, to-con+ 
tradict undeniable. and. infallible. Wiz 
dom, If Infinite Prudence hath-framed 
the Law, why. is not every part of..iz 
diereyes ' If it were. not made. wight:: 


oh 1 


Mani s Emir) to God. 


the Pr Wiſdom), why i Is any. thing of © 
ir obſerved ? ; 

'He that receives the Promiſes of. God, 
andthe Teftimony of Chriſt, /ers'ro his 
3 Teal, That God is tru." Tt moſt thence 

undeniably follow, that he thar refuſeth 

- *bedience to. his Law, ſers ro his Seal, 

That God. is fooliſh. | id 
Men live 'as though the Cothinaids 
of. God were made in Sport ,/ not by 
"BY Counſel. If God took Counſel in the 
© making man, there is as much need'6f 
6. Counſel i in the right ordering him. ©. 

. If thedefacing his Image by any Sin 
is a defaming his Wifdom in;the Cred- 
tion, the breaking his Law is a diſgra- 
cing his Wiſdom in the Adminiſtrarion. 
Were they not 'rational , God. would 
*not enjoin them”; and if they are ratio- 
| mal, weare enemies to Infinite Wiſdonh 

by not complying with them. 


Joh. 3. 33 
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24] T1 ae atin the wi © workmap iÞ — 2a, 
” Y, fa "2 iſe anſo i 24 
Every in" is' x defacing- our own 
Touls;' which as "they are the” prime 
'Ereatures in- the fenfible World, had. 
me Charaters We God's Wiſdom 
if 


; by 4.4 
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in the Fabrick of -them. - . But this | 
Image of God is xvin'd and broken by 
Sin. - 

Though the ſpoiling of it be a ſco 
of his agh che (po pe ſo an affront 6 ol 
his Wiſdom ; becauſe though his Power 
was the cauſe of the produQtion- of þ 
fair a Being, yet his Wiſdom was the 
guide of his Power, as well as his Ho- 

lines the Exemplar whereby he 
wrought it. If a man had a curi iow 
Clock or Watch,, which had coſt, bi 

many your pains, and the ſtren ngh oe 
his skill co frame.; for a man aiter 


had ſeen and conſidered it, to cur, laſh 


and break all, would ax me co 

of the Workman's kill. - God hath 

ſhown Infinite Art in the Creation Fl 

man, but ſin unbeaurifies: nag ay Mo. be. 

 Teaves him of his Exceller ac} Ws off 
3dly. Cenſuring his ways. E; 
What i is our impatience arany nr z 
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"| Judges, to cite him to our Tribunal cs - 
' = account of his adminiſtration of 

"'& things. ?*Tisa reviling hint becauſe he 

"Y doth manage things according; co'/his 
own Will, and not according-ro ours: 

Tis a ftriving with God, and a fum- 

" moning him to the Bar of our Reaſon; 

—W 11. 45. 9, 10. Wo rohim that friveswith 

" W bis Maker : Shall the clay ſay to him that 

"ll feſpion'd it , What makeft| chow? 1 To 

2M quarrel with /him-,. and examine him 
about his works, why he made them 
thus, and not thus ;'Tis a reproaching 

of God, a contending' with him, to' ins 
firucF him. Job 40. 2 Shall be that ton- 

ll {nderh with the Almighty inſtrad him? 

Ml # that reproves i'God,' let him -anſwer' it. 

 Y A Reproof argues a Supertoricy in Aw+''. 
thority, Knowledge, or Goodneſs, ZN -..: 
a playing 44/2/o's game;; Oh thacd - 

were King in {/-ac/, I would do this and 

- © that man Juſtice; So that itis a'vitcual 

=} viſhing, Oh that 4:were' King of the 

Pl World, the Governor of all Creatures, 

of things ſhould be diſpos'd more wiſely, 

| 49d more juſtly. + oe 


hs would {way him according 0. the. dis 


him 'take his meaſures: from. our hb! 


Lake 2. 48; His Mother ſaid unto hit, 
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pn Proſeribin Rules and Had 
fo God. | 
We preſume tobe God's Toi, and 


Aates of our Wiſdom ; When we 
would [have a Mercy in this Method ' 
which God deſigns to convey through: 
another Channel; When we would: have 


mours:. This was the ground of Jonal's 
Argument with God, Jonah 3. 10. J«. 
pah 4.1. 1t difoleaſed Jonah exceedingly 


and he was very angry. iT | 


\ When we make Vows to fatter God 
into. a' compliance with our deſigns; 
when | we pray imperiouſly for. any 
thing without a due Submiſſion to God$. 
Will.; -as1if we were his Counſcllorg, 
and he:were bound to follow-our hte 
mours. Thus would the moſt glorious 
of Virgins.' and: Mothers preſcribe. to. 
-Chriſt a Rule for his miraculous aQion,: 


Oo why.haft thou thus — ith # ue C] 


John 2. }, 4. 
The Jews who nail'd him to , th 


| .Crob, otfer'd to believe on him, if he: 


would 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
would ſubmit to'their terms, and prati- . 
fy their curioſity in deſcending from the - 
. Croſs they had fixed him to. * Are nor 
moſt 'men Jews'in this, to preſcribe 
terms to God, upon the grant whereof 
he ſhall have our ſervice of believing 
inhim. As if a Child ſhould appoint 
Rules for his Father, or a crazy: headed 
Patient to his Phyſician ; would it nor 
be an injury to their prudence and skill 2 
This preſumptuous humour is a helliſh 
offence. Abraham aſſerts the way" of 
God's. appointment by Moſes and the 
Prophets, to be the beſt way for bring- 
ing men to Repentance arid Salvation, 
but the Rich man prefers his own Judg- 
ment, and would have him ſend? one 
from the dead to preach to them. Lake 
16, 27, 28, 29, 30. Abraham ſaith unto. 
him, They have Moſes and the Prophets; 
and he ſaid, Nay, father Abraham. 
'We deal often thus with God , as 
though we were his Counſellors, not his 
Jujects, i 5. | 


' 4thl y. Enmity to the Sufficiency of God. 
| The preferring any ſin before God, 

15a denial of the fulneſfs of CO 
| ES Eo 


him, Plal. 16. 2. Our Services of God 
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be-had in the enjoyment of Gcd ; as. 
though God were inferior to a baſe Luſt, 


and that a vile Pleaſure had a better re. 


liſh than the Communications of God. 
to the Soul. For when God deſcribes 
what pleaſure and peace there is in his 
ways, what fulneſs of joy-in bis Pres: 
{ence ; what is the refuſal of it but: 
equivalent to this language of the ſin- 
ner, No, I willbetieve no ſuch thing; : 
there is more happineſs to be had in Sin. 
than in God? and ſo he values a Va»: 
pour, an empty Bubble, more than In 
finite Fulneſ*, The greater is the Scorn 

of God's Sufficiency, by how much the 
more ignoble, brutiſhy and'contempth_ 


ble the Pleaſure is we prefer before him, 


It, 1» ſecret thoughts of weriting by 
any Religious AC.. -- 
As though God could be indebted to. 
us, and obliged by us. Asthough our 
Devotions could bring a bleſſedneſs to. 
God more. than he eſſentially hath; 
when indeed owr goodneſs extends not to 


are rather ſervices to our ſelves, and. 


bring 8 happineſs to us, not to God. iN 


This 


Man's Enmity to God. 


This: ſecret opinion of Merit (though 


difputed againſt thg Papiſts, yet ) is na- 
tural to man; agiſhis ſecret ſelf-ple:- 
ſing, when we have performed any du» 


ty, and upon tha - account expe ſome 


been profitable to him. 
' _ God intimates this, Pſ:/. 50. 11, 12. 
. The wild beaſts of the field are mine ; if 1 
'* were hungry I would not tell thee ; for the 
world is mine, and the fulneſs thereof. He 
implies, that they wrong'd his Infinite 
Fulneſs, by thinking that he ſtood in 
need of their Sacrifices and Services, 
and that he was beholden to them for 
_ their Adoration of him. All Merit im- 
plies a moral or natural Taſufficiency in 
_ thePerſonof whom we merit, and our 

doing ſomething for him, which he 
coul? not, or at leaſt ſo well do for him- 
ſelf.” *Tis implied inour murmuring at 
God's dealing with us in a courle of 
crols Providences, wherein men think. 
they have deſerv'd better at the hands 
# Of God by their ſervice, than to be ſo. 
_ calt alide and degraded by him. In our 
Proſperity we are 'apt to have ſecret. 

thoughts thac our Enjoyments were the 

TE I 4 - Debts 


fair Frotaice from God, as having 


So 


were ſome. hidden Excellency in- the 


* cy we ſet our own Reaſon on work, -be- 


10 our [OWN Brains, And reſoly'd Þpoq 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


' Debts God owed us,- rather than Gifts | 
freely beſtow'd. upon us. Hence it is 
that men are morgpwilling to'part ? 
with their Righreowlneſs than with their | 
Sins, and are apt to C allenge Salvation } 
as a Due, rather than beg it as AN AZ | 


of Grace. | T1 


2dly. Trying all ways if helping our 
ſelves, before we come to God, 7 

Having hopes to figd That i in Crea: 
xures, which is only to be found in an | 
All-ſufficient God, 

When we rather ſeck an Alms fron 
the World than God, as though ther; 


World , which over-topp'd the Excel: 
lency of God. When we would rather | 
drigk of Ciſterns than of the Founrain, | 
as though the Waters in the Ciltern 
were freſher and ſweeter than thoſe in 
the Spring. | 

Hence it is that upon any Emergen | 


fore we crave the Aſſiſtance of God's | 
Power; and ſcarce ſeek him ;-till. we * 
have modell'd the whole Contriyance | 


the. 


Man's Enmity to God. 


: his methods of performance ; ; aSthough 
'there were not a fulneſs of reaſon in 
Godto guide us in.our Reſolves, as well 
as power'to breathe ſucceſs upon them, 
Prov.20,.25. After vows to make enquiry, 


after Reſolutions to beg direQion i in our - 


buſineſs. | 

_ Sometimes men ſeek out uolawfal 
ways for their delivery, as though chere 
were more ſufficiency of help in Sin, 
than in God. 

- Did we believe, and love the Suffici- 
ency of God, that is able to ſupply our 
wants, We ſhould not upon every ſtrait 
be rurn'd from him, and beg TP, at the 
door of Creatures. 


_zdly, In our Apaſt acies from Gia 

. When after fair Pretences and devout 
Applications, we grow cold, and thruſt 
him from us, it implies, that God hath 
not that fulneſs in bim which we ex- 
pected, Backſliding reſtifies, that there 
Is not that ſweetneſs, and fatisfaQori- 
_ neſs in God, which we.expeCted upon 
our firſt approach to him... All apoſta- 


cy is a denial of God; for it denies. bil m 


Fiber to. be a fauiprain of all | good, or 


*l[e | 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
elſe that he is not true to his Promiſes, - 
but deceives us in our juſt expeRations 
of good from him. It either ſpeaks him 
evil, or deceitful ; *cis a greater affront 
to deny him after an experience of his 


' ſweetneſs, and affiſtance, than to deny 


, Clear day, when the Sun ſhines in its 


him before any dealing with him, or 
trial of him. Now though all apoſta: 
cy begins in a negleQ, yet it quickly 
ripens ito a Hatred, En, 5! 
4thly. 1z joining ſome thing with God 
t0-make up our happineſs. CRE 
Though men are willing to have the 
enjoyment of God, yet they are not con- _ 
tent- with him alone, but would have. 
ſomething elſe to ecke him out ; as. 
though God, who accounts the enjoy- 
ment of himſelf the greateſt bleſſednels, 
had not alfo in himſelf a ſufficient ble{- - 
ſednels for his Creatures, without the 
addition of any thing elſe. 08 
The Young man in the Goſpel went 
away ſorrowful, becauſe he could not 
enjoy God and the World both toge- 
gether, Matth. 19. 21, 22 _. : 
If we would light up Candles in a 


full 


d * Man's Enmity t6 Ood. 

fall brightneſs, what do we imply, but 
that the Sun hath not light enough in 
it ſelf to make it day ? And when we 
labour for other things with as much 


ſtrength and eagerneſs, -as we labour 


for the enjoyment of God, what is it, 
' ,but to deny that there is enough in him 
wichout the concurrence of ſome other 
good ? #7 


5sthly. Againſt the Ommiſcience of God, 

Men hate God's Omniſcience, and 
could willingly have him ftript of this 
Eminency. For men naturally love not 
thoſe that dive into their Purpoſes, and 
canvals their Thoughts; ſo neither can 
men love this Attribute of God, where- 
by he enters into the ſecret cloſets of 
their heart, and takes an exa&t meaſure 
of every wicked and ſubtile Contri- 
Vance. abg, 

The firſt Speech that - Ade» ſpake in 
Paradiſe after his Fall, infring'd God's 
Omniſcience, Gem. 3. 10. { beard thy 
voice in the geriden, and I hid my, ſelf. 

As if the Trees could ſhelter him from 
that Eyethat ſaw che minuteſt part of 
the whole Earth, 661 

The 


123 


: 


Mar' s Bunity, to: Out. 


The: next Speech +Gcorded: of: 'the ſe. 
cond man, Cain, is to the ſame purpoſe ; | 
when God /put-rhe queſtion ' tro: him, 
Where is thy brother? Gen. 4.9. I kuow _ 
not;thinking thereby to delude.God' | 
Omniſciency. He that prattically de. | 
nies God's | Omniſciency , "denies his. | 
Godhead: For a man'may as welt de. _ 
ny that there 1s a Sun, as deny that jt _ 
ſhines, and diſperſeth its light and influ. } 
ence. into every corner. Ste more of i 
this in the Diſcourſe of God's Ommipreſente, 1 

"ON appears, 


1. When we commit ie fin pos the grounl : 
of ſecreſy. ; 
_— If all hearts, ſurely then: all places. 
. are. open to God's Eye ; 'no' private 
Bench for a Druokard, or ſecret Stew 
for an Adulterer, but'is obvious to him. ? 
Common Modeſty 'before man, -' is'not 
praQiiſed before God; Men 'are aſha- 
med to have their ations ſeen by man's: 
eye, bur not by God's. Maxima debetur | 
_ pueris reverentia. Filthy aQtions'cannot | 
endure the. ee eſence of a Child's eye, * 

much leſs'of' 'man's. Shal [the Pre-. 
HEE of a feSO8 have more þ power over 
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vs -than the. INS of God: ; _ mens. 
ering, more. than. God's enſuring, 


* Eye of God is. of; leſs. force to 16-1 


$rain thee, chan the eye of. man ; as if 


men only could /ſee.;. and- God were: 


blind ? All che.fin thou committeſt, be- 
ſore the eye. of the holieft man.in; the 
world; cannot. make ;him-hate thee-fo 
much. as Gog! hates thee; becauſe: bis 
Holineſs.is infinitely ſhort of God's, Ho» 
lineſs , and conſequently his Hatred 1s 
infinitely ſhort of Gods... ... 


Tis an aggravagiog of a man 6.50 i 
be committed in the preſence of. God. 
Gen. 10. 9. A mighty Hunter before tbe 
Lord.. [As it was of Haman's Offence, 
when he lay upon E/ther's Bed, Thathe 


- would force: = Queen before the : King's 


face. It ſeems to be David's conceirt in 
his Sin, That God-would not ſee him; 
both by Nathan's charge, 2 Sam. 2.19. 

Wherefore. haſt thou deſpiſed-theCom- 
mandment. of the Lord, . zo do /evil.iy 
his fight ?. and by his own. confeſſion, 
Plal. 51.4- 1 This evil have 1 done. inthy 
fiaht,” Every. Penitent takes 'notice-of 


the ) Og he doth to.Gog' S All- ſeciog 
cod | os C. 
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| Mais 7s Ennity to » Gid.. 


4 Eye. It's a high provecation for a Ser. ! 
« Ie to do ill 'gh Pr his Maſter's Eye is. 
upon him, or a Thief to'cut a Purſe be- 
fore the Judge's face. ' God obſervesall 
Wickednels; ; Wickedneſs under Lock 
and Key. If he doth regiſter all thy * 
Members inthis Book, he will alſo regi- 

r the fins of thoſe Members, what 
_ uſe thou putteſt them to, whether, to 8 
his Service, or the Devil! $ Drudger F< 
whether thy Eye rove about in wanton I 
OR, oe or thy Tongue i fre looſe in_ 
rophane Language, or r open. 
he omer Fe Diſcourſe, or ky Fee more 
fwife ro carry thee to an Alchouſe than 
a Sermon. 
Tt was once a Check a Young man 
gave toa Harlot, who had enticed: him, 
and carried him froin oneRogm to ano- 
ther for ſecreſy ; Oh, faithhe, can none 
ſee W here? Can we be hid from Gods 
Eye 
Yer finners in their prafiice. make £1 
their boaſt, as they, Fob 22:14. in Exe. 
prefs words: Thick clouds are a covering. 
ft0him, that he ſees not, and he walks in the 2 
_ circutt of heaven : As though God”s' Eye | 
could not pierce the thick Clouds ; 'as 
of chough 1 
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 thoug| h his \ poings were - confin'd 0 2. 
_ Celeſtial things, and Earth were £00 &ea = 
anOrb for his Eyes to roul about. If 3 
we thiok a: word in the Preſence of :8* , 
grave religious\man. may dil] grace us, 

; we are troubled in our minds ; but we 
regard not an Injury done to God. We 

' are more caſt down, if a fooliſh aan : 

8 of ours comes to the knowledge of _ I 

- men, thanto the knowledge of God. | J 
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\ | g:o0y- When men give literty to inward L- 


Ed doth often ſet forth himſelf by 
that expreſſion, That he zrieth the > 4 
pt { [carcheth the reips. The heart hath 
man Yalves-and Yentricles, but God 
ſearches all the Valves , which canngr 
po Fey and diſcerned bur by a curious 
Te God ſees. a che Contrivanees 
it, 
The Reios are e partly hid. moſt jgn- 
ward; furrounded with Far. The moſt 
inward SE cannot be. hid from - 
God's p Foo for all is open be- 
fore <= liks difletted Sacrifices when 
_ the Bowels, are ript up, and all we In- 
wards GForered 


Man's Ray © to 5 God. = 
God is more within the Soul. of þ  Þ 
Creature, than'any one hidden, thought: | 
can be, and knows. it before the heart 
' that mints it hath a full diſcovery of i 
What do theaQings of Sin in our Fans. 
cies import , but, as though God's eye. | FE 
could not pierce into the remoteneſs and. | | 
darkneſs'of our minds ? © 
2 Kings Maniſſch” is. blam'd for ſerting' op. 
21.4 ſtrange Altars in the Houle of God; 
much more. may we for ſetting up. 
Rom 2 16, IELANge. Imaginations in the heart, 
on-2-1% which ſhould belong to. God. 'This1 ito 
deny God's Judicial Prerogartive : this 
is the Attribute which ſpeaks him fied 
be a Judge, and yet, men can. poſſeſs” 
their- hearts with this, Thar he is de 
feRive in this Attribute, and fo make i 
him 'uncapable of judging the World. 
Hypocriſy is a plain denial of this Om. = 
niſciency. When men havea Religious 
' Lip, and a black Soul ; *anoutfide ſwept : 
and garniſhed, and a Legion, of Devils | 
garifon'd within. This derogares. from. 
God, as though his Eye were as eafily 
deceived as mens; and an outward ap». 
pearance limited "God's Obſervation, * 
Are we not more ſlight in-rhe o_ 


_ and hear moreatrentively'? 
- tion doth” confiſt inthe” frame of the 
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nce of private| Devotions before God, 


| Hhanwe ate in our Attendanices i in pub: 
p hk! in the light of men.” > 


LEP A 


34y. W hen men give ih way t0 err feat 


3 | tw 4, ,Daty,” it is a denial of God's Om- 


ce.” Love: is the cauſe of  fixed- 
The Angels have a pure affeRti- 


| bro 9750h and: therefore they have an 


infaterrupted attention in his Preſence. 


S lfthou thinkeftGod doth not mind thee, 
B why doft chiou' pray ar all? If chou 
_ thinkeſt he doth mind-thee, why 'doſt 


thou not pray rhore _— Gully, 
his acten- 


Soul';7for bodily Exerciſe is requir'd 
Ry our kt: not” for” God's. Geſture 


Ys. 


it hath given us'a ſhort Pat- 


| tern. of Prayer, and can our hearts be 


dy upon God inthe repetition of it ? 
_ "Duties are Viſits we Pay'to'God;, would 
it nor be an Aﬀeonr, if when we'were 
to viſit z Prince, we ſhould ſend a noy- 


"tm rotten Carkafs in' our ftead? 'Do 
ve nor; deal ſo with God), when we .- 
come: without -our* heart, as though 


— are toquicken'our atfeCti- 
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' It wrongs the Majeſty of God's "Pres. 
ſence, that when he ſpeaks.20 us,. we. 
will not give him {omuch ReſpeR i529 
regard him ; and, when we lpeakito- 
What a on ung 
ro. a: Scullion when the .K & 
ſence ?, Every. carelels divertion. to. 
vain ObjeQ, is.2 Har of God's oy 
ſence in the lace..: .. WT | 
LIM a. frong to, God's, 
when we. come. co G 
nts. ſweet; 'aNd dGEUTAnIE;. W 
 ſently curn our backs ,. as.chough; our 
addreſs were an a&& of. imprudeace, ang 
folly ; as much as, to, ay, There is 09. 
ſweetneſs, in, NT ain ;Þ we. 
ſhould defire him, .. AL IVE! = 
4 $6 oh = 5o4) THO KS Ls i, Hi 
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: Pride ag null-cthe God = 


# Wich what an//unreaſonable-!'Paſſion 
8 doth he-fly in the face of God :for:563 
'Y prieving the- humbled' \Niniwites:? he 
BE would rather have had his own-Credig 
Bl proferv'd in the defiruftionol them ac3 
BE cording/to his PrediQtion, than :God's 
 renderneſs magnified in their Prolery%y 
tion. © 1 tat 
Some! faficy 4: God wah! up Fre 


if 'bis Mercy had nothing elſe. c@dg; bus 
towrong all: his| other Perfection 3500 
-make+him bely; his Fraithi,) extifiguide 
his Juſtice, -diſtard' his OI js 
illaye his Power. "Thi apPEArs,; 
mA 3 
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"Job 8. pt Therefore he is calld: 2 Liar — the. al 


ginning, 40 urgiog man'to . 


his Creator to be an unjuſt, ha d, and: 
cruel Maſter, | and ithat envied © hiny. 
.. Comforts neceſſary i for him; which 
frightful thoughts of che Deiry: have: 
haunted man ever fince, If 'man-in 
Creation was ſo ready to-entertain bn 


louſies 'vf God, man'in Corrupt 

with the load of Guilt vpon him: 

- much more prone. 3 
200 ney ens {by the Devil's i in 


,. as the I#djans, have their a | 


10 her Mercy flows not naturally 


from God, bur mult be wreſted-bya. 


multitude of Services ; that he will do 
nothing without the Bribe of a.Sa 3 
fice ;. which they offer, leſt he ſhould: 
Hbure them. As if God only created: 
men, to:make ſportwith, their-miſery; x] 
14s if. Goa had noother defign in the 
4@xcation , than- to load. his: vronearY 


by Tynan, "which he ———_ ya 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


© drawn. This repreſentarion” of God: 
« & dork debaſe the Soul, and fills ir with 
that cyranical Det of Fear;" whicty 
isalway accompanied wirh Hatred; for 
we hate what we fear. 'Thus the De- 
vil accuſeth God 'to: troubled Confcien-. 
&f ces, perſuading them that his Bowels 
'Þ are ſtrait, that he hath no: Mercy-for 
"WF them; that ſo:he may drive themro-de- 
{& ſpair. This he attain'd in Cir, who 
cries in deſpair, My puniſhment is great- 
er than I can bear ; i. e. my fin is great» 
erthan canbe pardon'd, 'Gen: 4.113. 
= When any Soul is like to be ſnatche 
WF out of. Satan's hands, he makes it inter-. 
YI pret thoſe afts wherein God-means fa- 
' your, to be as of Enmity.- 
- So that the main work God hath to 
. doafter ConviQtion, is to perſuade the 
,& Soul to have good thoughts of him. 
M Hence doth ariſe chat unwillingnels/in 
IF cheSoul tocome toGod, - How can we 
F approach to him, of whom we have 
F ſuch narrow thoughts, and judge of 
according 'to our own Tevengeful hu- 
 mours? How can we do otherwiſe but. 
FJ fate him, when _ repreſent him as. 
F rot ws” ly appeasd, -6f 


Man's Enmity to God. ' 
4 cruel nature ;- a Minor, a Rhademan, 
thus, or Phalary, rather than an Info i 
ER nite Mirror of Sweetneſs and Love. I(f. 
F. we do-not think him ſo, why: do welt. 
3 | Rand off from him? Hence: ariſeth ow 
wrong conltruQtions of Providence, and | 
finiſter. interpretations of - God's as; 

, . When weattribute to God ſuch: ends. 
have no other foundation bur our ow 
fooliſh Fancy. - Ml. 
Thus MHano«h interprets the ang 
coming, Which was an a& of God 
kindneſs to him, tobe an ill- meant Pres | 
yidence, Juag. L 3. 22. T | 
Now as it-is the- quality of Lowe FI 

think no-evil, ſo it- 1s. the/property-.af 
Hatred to think allevil.” And as whe i 

a man hates Sin,-he cannot endure any: 
varniſh of an Excuſe tobe. put-upoly/ 

it, and cannot fpeak or think-too bad 

it ; ſo when a man hates God, he cangit 
endure to have a wy gloſs [Ms vp 
hisaQions, Fe 


tb +aly, Shebring hi More, and re wid 
: The wilful. breaking) bf. 2 Pr i] 
Laws, vow: the oblerpance: where 
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Man's Enmity to God. 

great Rewards are promiſed, is not on- 

Iy a- deſpiling his Sovereignty, but a 

ighcing bis. Goodneſs, in the Rewards 

Yolfer'd to the Obſervers. Rebels thar 

\ ſtand it out Igainſt Proclamations of 
Pardon, do what in them lies to de-. 

prive the Prince of any ObjeAs to ſhow 

his Clemency on. So obſtinate Sinners 

-againſt Mercy would as far as they;are 

- uble, deprive God” of any ſubje& to 

. magnify his Mercy on, eſpecially when 

they do not only {tind it out againſt fo 

gracious Proffers of God, but draw ia 

others to take up Arms againſt him; 

+ Every finin this reſpe& is aſtealing the 

_ glory of this Attribute from God, in de- 

nying him that Tribute of Obedience 
which is due to him for it. Often this - 

Enmity . riſeth higher; and. whereas 

men ſhould fear him, becauſe he is rea- 

dy to forgive, P/a/l. 130. 4. they rather 

- Nighthim, and preſume to fin, becauſe 
.he hath mercy to pardon. And ſo make 

- thar\ which ſhould. cheriſh their Obe-. 

 Jience, to be a Spur totheir Rebellion ; 

FF andencourege cheir future Offences by 

| that Goodneſs which ſhould excite a 
[i Feat and tioly "Awe of him in their + 
= K 4 | Souls, 


Souls, Jas God + is. racious : 
will be more vicious ; hencet hey a wy 
- aid to. deſpiſe his po0dpef?, 5, Rom. 2 4 
_ And .that Patience which ſhould | reach th 
them Repentance, inflames 'the! a. 
. tred, and in- this 'humour OY. ty 
Eccl.8. 11. Grace'i it felt into W antonnes. 


7 "this Enmity to the Faftice f God."? F 
When men wiſh there were no God Fr 
they wilh this at leaſt, that God'werg 
uncloath*d of thoſe Perfettions_ whic h.. 
are averſe and. dreadful to their | guilty? 
Conlciences : Scarce a man bir. hack” k 
flattering Fancies, that God. is. not. lo, 


terrible as he is repreſented... 
This appears, __ © 

" 4, Inn fearing it, but ranning unde. 
the laſh of it. Sin is an a& of Rebel 2 
on, and Rebels fear not the nf | 
elſe hope to overcome the Power, 
their Superior, Would nc 
afraid to ſpit in the face of Heaven, p1 
they recall Br believe there was a God be P 
was juſt and righteous, and youll | 
ler aoy (in go unpuniſhed ? 'The Pre a) 
pher f pra of ſome that had node oh, 


's, Emmity to Gad... 


with their Sins , and made. his ſerve. 
heir 1 lniquities,. 1/a. 43+ 24); d if 
bound d to,,endure their evil 
- Carriage &: againſt him wich: patienc 
- and; PEE unſheark the Sword pr bs 
- "How ofren are men upon this: account 
- kg to have a rocky Heart, and iron- 
. pews, that will, neither be broken, = 
- bent? Are nor the Belſhazzars of. the 
2 World merry, though the hand. - writing 
-* be upon the Wall againſt them, _.. 
3 Thus men commit nd with greedineſr, 
and are paſt feeling, E 19. .daring 
the Juſtice of God, ang Nithout any 


”-ſeoſe of reven due to 6 n; and ſay, To 
- morrow ſhall be as this day, and much 
"more abundant. - Nay, I dare. aver, 
.. that if a man who had been Forces in 

Hell, ſhould. again enjoy . te 
Pleaſures, and have all the whileq a-fre 


*.. remembrance of his fate Torments, were 
- not his Will chang'd. by. a_ poweriut 
- grace, he. would ſtand ir_our as ſtiffly 
- apainſt Gad as ever, ootwithſtanding” 
- thoſe terrible marks 'of Wrath, AY: 
"Without. a; haly fear. of. that Jultic 
_ which he had be. 
"4 
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W657 42a Phowine AY "the / Wa" of 
Es. ' | Tuſtite, pet Ss 
E- | © "Men will not turn to God that Thais 
Wee them, though they have' hypocritical / 
D howlings upon their Beds under God's 
8  Nroke, Ho. 7.13, 14. Weg 13. They | 
will roar under the ſtroke, but nor fab... 
mit.ro” the" Striker.” '*Tis the Wirch of. 
E107, 'or the God of Etron ſhall have 
their- Addreſſes, and. not the God of - 
Heaven. ND | 


n tn bepins WY fo TE it. © 
' "at are ries! ſecret HR] | 
Har a man-is able to maintain Himſelf. 
againſt all. che force God can vſe; which 

the Apoltle implies, x Cor. 10. 22. Are 

oh Pronger than he ? Do we'think to try: 

it our at Arms length with God? ' Sin 

implies a maſtering God's alk-powerful 
ice. Sometimes men will argue for | 
bh iety from their preſent impunity ; 
an becauſe he keeps ft Pee thiak that he P , 
will not publiſh' a \colbletnainy I 5] 
; tence,. Pſi. 50. 21.., And becauſe God | 
E- _ forbears; think that he-hath OP F 
£ -*-"; puniſh, P/al. 10. 11, God hath for- © 
B gotten, © Some»: |; 


ſelves, mutable withi every: Wind; as 


y 

and righteous Nature, P/al 78.36. They 

' flatter d him with their mauth:: | Ag'ttrhe 
needed. our 'Trifles, : and! Rattles; as 
Children do,, to: appeaſe them...Or 
might be wrought upon/as the-pvor:7z- 
atans, to give the Gold of Heayen-for 
a few Beads... 3-118. avert yot 


They fancy him a God of Wax, whom. 


they can bend at their pleaſure; either 
ſo weak, that he cannot; or of fo ſoft a 
diſpoſition, that he will not be reveng'd 


% 


of Sin;;\and that'a few:lighs will blow 


away a:{torth of. W rath- Hence: men 
invent ways. of pleaſing God-after:they 
have offended (him ; and” think+ to ex- 
piate the (in of their-Soul, by the offer. 


melancholy i Deyotions,-or inflicting 


ſome 'Self-chaſtifements:As/1t God'were 


to de:brib'd,by che Blood of a'Lamb;-or 
Goat; or by lore ſuperſtitious _—_ 


Dt 


Man's Enmi y to God. 


mal Services, to change his prod, 5 
pan into an caly Clemeacy.” WET: 


'$thly. Enmity ” the truth of God." 6] 

- Moſt-men live upon- traſt for -their.. 
knowledge, and know far more by: the 
relation, - and uponthe credit'of others, 
chan upon certain' demonſtrations; as _ 
thatthere are ſuch Places as Chizs, Pers, 
Mexico. And ary are men ſo backward 
inbelievin , {peaking in bis Word? 
'Tis clear army that men have not ſo 


eat an enmity againſt or one another 9 4 
yy bave againſt God. . *: 4 


PL 'his appears, y. 


T. In not believing his Threatdimpe: s 
Men believe not either the matter, © 
'or ſudden execution of rs Our Faith 2 
/1s more operative upon rts from : | 
'Men, he Hevchnlows from Godz: Men 
will believe Stories of Danger, ſo-as to_ 
avoid the Places wherein tliey may be 
Hiable to it, Yet though God tells the ll 
what the ifſue of Sin will be, how'cer- | 
rainly it will deſtroy them, they will 
walk = og their __ oy” pan  þ 
-vporn Hell as a pain ire, upon the F 


i 3 Threatoings as Seannrns;) withot 
- Sting, andare not ſomuch fe Tec 
- them, as at the readi Tr 

| Would men be ſoft pid,; as\not to tir 
'our of the fire, af they. did really valiove 
'. God were-true ?- they are apr to; fear 
- others; that; threaten | inferior | puniſh» 
ments, and-not to fear God who theea- 
_ tens everlaſting Woe.' But; think. to 
_ find mercy in:the-way. of Sin;-though 
' Godafluresthem:to the contrary... How 
'B ſoon did: the 1þac/ites loſe'ithe ſenſe of 
the Thunder, which terrified. them. when. 
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the Law-was given? Like. thoſe Spunges - 


that: Thunder will paſs cbrough.. Sych 
' are ſecure Perſons throu arr pr 


_ thunder of God's Thopnngy will paſs, 


without : doing any hurt. i--A;-contrits 1c. 66. 2. 


heart trembles at:the W ord, becauſe he 
acknowledges it to be trug 5 whe EaSA 


proud: heart is like, an, unmoyed: Roc 
that "is not. daunted- at. nga Throne 


nings ; as! imagini be. falſe, 
Wa anon) doth at fir Re beta then, yer 
if God delays the execution of them, he 


- thinks chey-were- injeſt with him, -and 
rakes. þ xt for denials; Loke 12. 45- - 


Uh Maſter dies cog! This rem 
KY as 


2. 


: of 1 Grace are norer | 


: wh God, hath-1: 


per'is calf « telying of God, fer-5; WY 7 
"Ti wot he, "this evit a We Oe Pls 


"i gely, Bis Provdifec. ne WEeTh blown © | 
Man is more prone to. betiovs God's. 
Promiſes, ' than Threatgings , becauſe 
men- are naturally credvlous. of that 
which makes for their intereſt; there: 
fore God mate the Fews to [ay Hee ro. 
the" Curſes, Dext. 27/26: | Not to the” 
Bleſfi ings, ' Devr. 28; becauſe they were _ 


_ ready'to flight Threatnings,'and'ſnarcli 


at- Promiſes.” Bur/ yer even” his —_ 


ited by 
it-is, thar- they are [not Fe Loi by bis 
gracious Proffets; which would'v 'ork | 
upon men;' if they really beliey'd that _ 


+ God intended as he ſpake;, '' AlFthe'uns 
belief i in the World: | gives God -the lie; © 
the - greateſt indignity: ONg 


-the- Sons 
of Men, YJ6h.'5: 16-" He that"'believct 
ae bins" s lat” We be 
lieve the Protiniſes of s Man; that is'@ hie L ; 
asthe Pſalmiſt: os and haelh&« ecohed 
ine rely: upon'a _ rearte re chat © 
= God. - Like « f6ok Aiahi", 


"os Mo 23751 A 44 
le OR 


nxifible 3nd eternal Exce lency,\. Men 
ook upon. Heaven as' a Poets. 

,.zDream and Fancy, agd-ehe.pro- 
mils.of Chrilfis comipg. FAA ACA: 
eſt: fallhood., 2. Per, 3y 4-7 .Whe erect! b 
promiſe. of his coming? "Tis: an} 
BaHUIRE. Gods. Veracity.,.5a þe- 


-By: :deaying Et = onh his 
Providence-; .Fos,as the .creditipg; the 
' of, one, another,;) ke "4k JP/Com- 
merce..in She World ; Eracity 
of God, on, his; pare, and.che. Nocarey 
of -Man,, keep. up..an, ens rl 
EWeeo: God-and che-World.. e have 


Ones Goda flcepy: Gad, as choughcbe 


vi {t © never. 


ir Ara. God Vijeſlys mi pgs | 
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Ty things, as though'it were more un: | 
rk for God to govern them, than : 
it way oy create them. This appears, * 

In oferibing. his W orks #0. Feeond | 


thin we look upon Reotd Cauſes 
as ths: Authors of Benefits we enjoy, 
and attribute to! them what is due 
to' God,” and alcribe them to ' blind 


Ca 


Chance, or to-the dexterity of our own. 
Wit, and thither _return'' 


Thanks. 
offerings,” Heb. 1.16. They ſacrifice unto | 
their-net, and burn incenſe to their arap.. 
Deifying the Creature, the Tnſtramear, : 
without-any,-or a formal regard to the. 
chief ator. In Chaſtiſements we look 
not upon Sin as the meritorious, or God | 


as the efficient Cauſe: Thus  Ba/aam.. 


ſpurr'd on his Aſs, and never conſider'd_ 


the Ai el that ſtood in the way. "Many. | 
regard Inſtruments, and never conſider | 


God, who doth all the Evil in the Ciry; 8 | 
and thus rob God both of the honour of. 

his Mercies, and the Obedience: requif fa F 
both oy? him and his Chaftiſements. ©"! | 
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 AMan's Enmity to God. 


'R -2dly. Tzvche offence we take; andithe © 
 reftance we' make tor his Providences if 
theycroſs Our well, 96 : | vs WS 
_ Sometimes men will charge the Pro- 
B vidence' of God in: times of: Affliction, 
'B That heis vojuſt rowards them, arid in- 
s fits Puniſhnents when they deſerve. 
- B- Rewards ; therefore: the Spirit of God 
" gives it 'as the commendation' of Fob, 


"'B that # af his, 1. ce. (in thoſe ma- 
2 Afflictions, he did 'zor charge. God 
BB fooliſhly, Job 1. 22. a praiſe ſcarce to'be 
- given to any man in the World We 

| WM are apt: to: murmur, as. if God: were 
 B bound to take care of us,” and aft all 
 B for our gqod, and negleQ»the whole 
" World beſides; or as though it were 
BY fitter for him to govern according to 
| W our fooliſh Wills, chan his 'own' wiſe 
Y and righteous Will. Sometimes. men 

| B. will oppoſe the Deſigns of: his Provi- 
"B The Gaazrezes are ſo ftartled at the Mat.s. 3:. 
8 loſs: of. their Swine, that» with a joint 
conſent» they defire Chrift: tro: depart 
| from their -Coafts,. having \no- mind to. 
JI entertain his Perſon or - his Doctrine; 
WM 1 'L when 
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ae Paſa ſhould rather WE Re- 2, 


Preaching, ' to have e enquired into: the 
Goſpel which he preached, When the | 


ftruck at, they will quarrel at che pow. 
erful ways of God, Ads 54-16, 19; Phe | 
High Prieſts and Sadduces were fill 
wh indignation ar the-Apoſtles Mirs | 
 Cles, which had reaſon enough to cons | 
vince them, had they nor had too much. 
malice to withſtand them. Inftead:of 
ſubmicting to the Rod, we rage againlt 
God, when he is correQin us ; and hike 
Chaff, flye in the face of him that fans 
us. | Not like Children, ſubmitting to ! 
Father ; but like Rebels, denying h hs 
Superiority Over 'us. | 


3- . 3dly. Inowr niforerprevarioga of Pro 
Vidence. 

0 Shimei miſinterpreted the Providence 

- of God, when David fled from Jeruſt 
| = u his Son Ab/a/om's Rebellion. 

b, Gich he, now God will revenge. | 

rs Houſe of Sial, -2 Sam. 16. 7, 8. © 

We will put interpretations upon : 

God's AQts according to our' Fancies, 

Humours 


_ 


ved by his miraculous Power aid his | 


carnal Intereſt of mens Grandeur is | 
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Man's Enmity to God... ua 
Humours and Wiſhes ; therefore the 
_ of God takes *particular notice, 

at Shimes was of the Houſe of Save, 
and therefore according to his own hu- 
mour accounted this a puniſhmeat, for 
his outing the Houſe of Sz! from the 
Government. This is a high uſurpation 
of God's Prerogative, who is the beſt 
Interpreter of his own Atts, as well as 
bis Laws: | ; 
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' rothly. Enmity to his Content and 16; 
Pleaſure. | 


I. In his Nature. . | 
Such an enmity there is in Sin, that 
it ſtrives to make a confuſion in God 
himſelf, a war in his very Nature : For 
Sin put God to his infinite Wiſdom to 
- Hatisfy all che PerfeQtions of his Nature. 
Tf he ſpar'd the Sinner, how conld he be 
juſt ? if he deſtroy'd him, how could he 
b1 t merciful? Whar Wir of Men or An- 
Y gels could contrive a way to compoſe 
el thoſe Artributes, and make Truth and 
RO RPEne , Mercy and Juſtice, to 
kiſs each other, and Qilt rhoſe Jars 
, | which Sin endeavour'd to make betwen 
$ them ? - L > I - 
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Ze. 


If Juſtice ſbould fk at ful _ 


what would become of the. [Creature CT. | 


If Mercy ſhould only a its part, what. 
would become of the Righteouſneſs of. 
God's Nature ? If the Creature ſhould 
be damn'd by the Severity of Juſtice, 
Mercy. might ſit weeping for want of. Þ 
ObjeRs, unleſs new ones. were created. 

If Mercy ſhould have its.contentment in_ | 
the impunity of the Sinner, Righteouſ- 


neſs and Truth might bewail the want of. 


a due SatisfaQtion, The heart of Mercy | 
would be broken, if Sin were. puniſhed; 
and the cry of Juſtice would be perpe- . 


tual, unleſs the Sinner fell under his : 


own  demerits. Thar ſurely is the greateſt 
Enemy, that endeavours to ſet diviſion 
ina man's own Family, and Nature. 


2dly. Tz his Works. 

Men endeavour to diſappoint God of . 
his Glory, the end of his Creation; and 
the tendereſt Jewel he reſerves for his 
own uſe, and will not impart to ano» | 
ther. God created all things for himſelf, . 
and.Man by turning them to another uſe, _ 
evidenceth, that he would nor ler God F 


have the Pleaſure of dls own Works, or 


the 


Man's Ein) fo God. 


the Rent due* to bim for them. Sin 
made him repent that ever be put his 
hand to the framing that World, which 


after the Creation he had pronounced Gen 6.6,7. 


good ; and made God be griev'd at his 
own Creatures, which. with ſo much 


Wiſdom he made, and ſo much delight - 


acquieſced in: 'God requires no more of 
Man for all his Benefits, but a Service, 
_ and they-deny him this, and endeavour 
' to make him weary of his life, as if we 
ſtudied how we could moſt vex and dif: 


quiet him , | Ezek. 16. 43. Thou haſt 


Ty Jrettea ne in al thoſe things. 

. »* God created the World to have a Ser- 
vice from his rational Creatures, and 
yet their Services naturally,” "as well as 
their Sins, are a trouble to him, and 
tire him, that he is ready to ſhake the 
World in pieces, 1/2. 1. 14. Tour ap* 


pointed feaſts my ſoul hateth, -I am mea 
4A 


ro bear them, they are 4 rrouble to me 

that he'can have no eaſe bur in'the' Atts 
'of Vengeance, Y. 24. 4h, 1 will eaſe 
me of my adverſaries, - and avenge me #, 
'my enemies, 

\ God created the World; not tor any 
need he had of it, but to communicate 
a = 3 ;- 5a 
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Man's Eumity to God. 


his own goodneſs, and made Man as a 
choice Veſſel to receive it ; but Man. 
ſhrinks his Soul, that goodnels cagno 
enter upon him , and {0 endeavours to 
fruſtrate God of this End. Can there 
be a greater contempt, than .to den 


_ God the latisfaftion of his own Works 


- Now to ſum up all thar hath :becq 
ſaid. Suppoſe, if it were poſſible, that 
there were another God to judge, -or an 
indifferent Perſon to ju ry Ss ; 
God. and Men of this World; and bad 
a Copy of all the Laws and Promiſes, 
Records of all God's dealings, would: | 
he not judge by- the praQuice of Men, | 
that God was fome cruel Pharoab, that. 
notwithſtanding all his fair wards and 
promiſes, minded nothing but the. de» 


ſtruQionof his Creature ;, and that Man 


had ſome bigh. provocations from God, 
to aQt fo apainſi the Laws of Goodneſs, 
and Propoſals of eminent Rewards? 

Fhar, God had: no Excellency 19. make iN 


him. defirable, but that he were the 
moſt deſpicable, contemprible, unwar- 


thy Being in the whole World... All 
the Actions and PraQiices of Men.teftify | 
thus, much, that be is a weak, impure, 

| : cruel, 


_ 


Alan's Enmity to God. 

cruel , falſe,” empty, ſhallow , inconfi- 
derable Being, and one that hath no Au- 
thority over him ; a Pattern not fit to 


. be imitated, one that hath been injuri- 
ous.to him, &c.. An indifferent Perſon, 


that had no knowledge of God, view- 
ing his Laws, would have a high opi- 
nion of him ; but again conſidering the 


' PraCtices of bis Creatures, he could not 


but think that ſome great provocation 
was offer d by God to Men ; that he 
was full of diffinwlation; he could not 
otherwiſe think that there ſhould be ſo 
general a defeQtion from him. | 

But to declare this Enmity further, 


it will be evident, by conſidering what 
eamity there is againſt all thar comes 
from him ; both the Truths he reveals, 


and the Duties he enjoins. 
1. Enmity againſt his Truths. 


Hating Intruftion is a part of A- 


theiſm, Pal. 50. 19: Seeing thou hateſf 


inſlruttion, and caſtef} my words behind 


. thee. God complains in Hof. 8.r2. that 


F the moſt excellent things were account- ' 
F © as a ſtrange thing. God had given 


L 4 them 
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. © Man's Enmity t6 God. 


them the great thiogs of his law; and : 
they eſteemed them, not. ano, 5 


S 


I I. Is mens bathe to Hema any Dis 

vine Truth; or to meditate. Hpon ite. io 

Men ſhun the thoughts of what they 
do-not love ; if we: will not ler:Truth 

in, which is a Meſſage from- Heaveo, i | 

i5 a fign we care.not for the Perſon Jo: 
whom it Comes. 


T. 1.'T;is hard to believe Moral or Divi. | 
Truths, fly 
Becauſe they are acaink: the incerel 
of our Luſts, and would eje& thoſe 
Principles which have got fo firm foot. 
ing in our Minds and Aﬀections , -and | 
- would bring them into: ſuch:a reform'd 
Courſe, which, our. Minds ; byaſs'd by 
ſuch Principles, do exceedingly hate: 
W hereas Natural or Mathematical Ve- 
rities are readily credited, and kindly 
entertain'd, becauſe they. thwart nor our | 
Principles, as the others do. = 
The: more divine. and ſpiritual the 
Obje& is, the more unwilling. we are 
tocloſe with it And by how-much the 
- Pparer ay notion. of truth. is'to God, | 


j 
E1 
| 
: 
| 
| 


the more averſe:are we from.it.-- 


Man's Enmity to God. 
and the: moreclearly repreſenting him, 
And 
if men are-enemies-to tharitruth which 
doth moſt clearly diſcover God, and/his 
mind, : and cannot endure the th hrs 
of _ it, Much leſs can they endure the 


thoughts. of | God himſelf. - They+/are- 
loth to entertain ;any : thing that mag : 


diſquiet them. 
Chriſt deſcribes this Humour, as. it 


was in. Noah's: time, and as it will be 
_ towards/ the end of. the World: : [They Mach 24. 
were cating and drinking,-as.though 35 39- 


the World were their. own, and _ to 


think-of a Deluge ; and at the latter - 


end men will as hardly believe the-burn- 


ing, as they. did then the drowning :of 


the World. 
The Phariſees derided \the ſoundeſt 


Dofrine, - Luke 16. 14, They : derided _ 


bim, ſobſannarant; ; tEepuunTredto, they 


blew their Noſes at him in contempt, 
when-he declaim'd againſt their Cove- 
 toulneſs. 


\2dly. If the Word lays bold upon. a 
man, he endeavours to ſhake it off, as a 
Mag would a Serjeant, winch comes e- 

arrert 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
arreſt him. | Men like not to retain Got 


_ im their knowledge, Rom. 1.28. If any 


Truth preſfferh m upon them, they turn 
it away, as Men do importunate Beg: 
gars; We have nothing for you ; Do 
not trouble us, we have no Alas to 
beftow upon you: And the reaſon is 
becauſe Men having ' abortivated ind | | 
deadned all thoſe reliques and natural 
infafions of God 1a their Soul, any live.. 
ly Truth and Apprehenfions - of him | 
proves moſt unfavoury : As Wine and 


: 
jr 


Stroogwaters, which have loſt their ax. 


tural Spirit, become moſt ungrateful 
and unpleafant ro the Stomach ; fo thoſe + 
innate.imprefſions of God which are fo 
refreſhing to a good Man, they do what 
they can to ſhake off or taint them, by 
mingling with them their own corrupt 
Notions ; and when they cannot, they 
are filPd with ano irreligions rancour 
againſt God. Men keep the Truths 

that riſe up in themſe}ves- for conviQti- * 
on and inſtruQion, in unrighteoufneſfs; 
and quench the motions of the Blefſed 


| Spirit , killing them in the Womb. - 


Have not Men often had fecret Wiſhes, 


that the Scripture had never mention'd | 


_ ſome 


Conſciences, ling Luft Pleaſures, and 


Man's Enmity to | God. 


ſome Truths, or that they were blotted 
qut of the Bible, becauſe they face their 


cool their boili ts, which elſe they 
would with eagernck and delighe 
purſue. 


zly. When Men cannot ſhake —_ 2 
Truth , but it ſticks faſt in them, yer 
they have wo pleaſure is za the confoder ation 
of it. 

IP would be if there were a love 
to God: for Men love. to read over the 
Letters , which are fent by them to 


whom they have an affeQion, and ftick 


them up, or peruſe them afterwards ar 
their leiſure. And it was an unclean 
Beaſt that did not chew the Cud under 
the Law ; fo.ir is & corrupt Heart that 
doth not "chew Truth by Meditation. 
Hence a:natural Man is: ſaid »or ro know 
the Things of God; for while he is in- 
clin'd to 2 ſenſual life, he can have no 


delight i in ſpiritual things, for Senſua- 
lity hinders the Operatians of his'Soul - 
| «of the choiceſt Objeds.. 


Natural Men may indeed meditate 


- en a Truth, but _ do not delight in 
it; 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
it; 'or if they do, it is only as ir js. 
Knowledge : for we delight in nothing 
thar we deſire, but upon the ſame ac. 


count that we defige it. Now Natys 
ral Men defire to know God, and ſome. 


Truths; not out of a ſenſe of his Ex: 
cellency, but from a natural thirſt af. 
ter Knowledge ; ſo'that they rejoice in : 
the AQt, not in the Object ;- not to. 
quicken their. Aﬀettions, as idle Boys 
ſtrike fire; not to kindle any thing, ' 
but pleaſe themſelves with the Sparks ; 
Whereas a gracious Soul accounts not - 


only his Meditation, or the Operation 


of his Soul abour a thing to be ſweet 


but he hath a Spiritual Joy in the Oh, | 


je& of that Meditation. 'Many have | 


the Knowledge of God, who have no. 
delight in tt ; 'as Owls and Batts have 


Eyes to perceive the Light, bur by rea- 
ſon of the Weakneſs of their Sight have ! 
no delight in it to look cheerfully upon' F 
it ; ſo neither can a Man by his natu-. 
ral or acquird Knowledge delight iÞ - 
God, or love to look upon him , be- 
cauſe of his Corruprion, '. - 
2ly, In 
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..2ly. Tn their Oppoſ tion 4 it. 


” External. 
\ Ia the firſt dawning of the Goſpel, 
what, Oppoſition did the A poltles' meet 
wittf?? What Perſecutions were rais'd 
ot them? How did the Carnal 
'orld, like Dogs, bark at the ſhining 


of the Moon? "Tis as natural for Man 


to perſecute the Truth, which is againlt 
the grain, as 1t is for them to breathe. 
When Socrates upon-Natural Principles 


did confute, the Heathen Idolatry, and 
_ aſſerted the Unity 


of God, the whole 
Cry .of Arhems,. a learn'd Univer Ity, is 
againſt him 5 and becauſe he oppos'd 


the publick receiv'd Religion, he muſt 


Fa Ads 13. 45.»Contraditting and Blaſ- 
phemivg are put, together ; Diſputes 

againſt the Word many times ends 1n 
Baſphernes 


'2. Taternal. 


God's Truths caſt *ainlt a hard 


Heart, are like Balls thrown againſt a 


Stone-wall, which rebound the turcher 


from..it ; ſuch a reliftance there is 10 


Man, 


2. 


' vition is grievous ; The Light ſtrikes} 
| r00 
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' . Man, to. beat. back all the Tenders of 


Grace, Where the Grace of God comes 
in any power, it doth accidentally ſtir $ 
up Sin in the Heart ; as when the Sun'Y' 
ſhines upon a noiſom Dunghil, it ſtinks I 
the worſe ; not that the Sun commu. 
nicates any -filthineſs or poltution to. 
the Dunghil, os By cient in warm: 
ing it, it makes the ſtench break forth, 
Sin, as a Gariſon in a City, 6 upin 
Arms upon any alarm from 1s Adver. 
fary. A Word of God againſt the great 
Diana of a man's Luft, ſers the whole 
Soul in an uproar ; Sin follows the 
ſteps of its Father the: Devil, and' ens 
deavours to bruiſe the Heel of Truth, 
which would break the Head of Luft. 
Men hate the Truths of God, when they 
begin to ſearch and rent their belov'd. 
Corruptions. So Ahab, 1 Kings 22.8. 
T hate him,. for he doth not prophecy gold. 


k 
BD 


concerning me, but evil, John 3. 19, 20. 


Leſt their deeds ſhould be reproved. As 
Apes are reported to break the Glafs, 
becauſe they would not ſee their own 
deformity. . The Light of Specularion 
may be pleaſant, bur che Lighr of Cote 
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too ſtrongly upon their ſore Eyes, and 
makes chear finare, CNN n+ 


: 
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i» 3ly. If. Men do entertain Truth, "44 


. by-end. | | 
Truth 1s ſcarcely receiv'd as Fruth; 
there 15 more of Hypocriſy than Since» 
rity in the Pale of the Church : The 
 Dowry makes it more deſirable than 
the Beauty. J«des follows Chriſt for 
the Bag. Sometimes Men entertain 


ther than upon. God's accouart.' The 


; Man, but the Paſſion of the 
K Brute. Many rather entertain the Do- 
FF Qrine for the Perſon's. fake, than the 
Perſon for the DoQrine, and behkeve 
. any ching that comes from a Man they 
i eſteem and affeR, as if his Lips were as 
 F Canonical as Scripture, z Thefſ..2.'13. 
SY You receciv'd'it wot as the Word of Men, 
| but a6 it is iu truth the Word of 'Gog. 
So that many times the very fame Truth 
deliver'd by another, is diſregarded; 
Which when'coming from' the fancy 
and mouth of their own Idol, is cried 

t \ up 


; 
4 
5 
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F: 
; i wot for Trath's ſake, but for ſome other 
) 


'Y Truth co ſatisfy their own Paſſions, ra-. 
| Religion of many is not the Judgment 
Lf = 
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up-for an Oracle.; whenas, alas! it was 

the Truth of God in the Alt's,: as. well 
as in the Angel's mouth. - And thug. 
they have the Word 'of God with: re.” 
ſpeth of perſons, and receive it not for. 
the ſake of the' Fountain, but of the 
Channel ; and: though they entertain 
the: Truth: of. God materially, yet: not 
formally as his Truth, James 2. 1 Have 


rt : the | faith of + Crip with reſpett q 4 


pro ſtie, 


Aly. If Men < entertain Trathy % 
with unſetled afedtions ; and much ae. 
fares. 2; 

If Men let in fome: 200d Notions of 
God, they. let in-alſo much of: Corrup- 
tion-and Error, like .Spunges that ca 
ſuck up the, fouleſt Water, as well-as 
the ſweeteſt Wine; they, have: the un- 
clean Beaſts eriter into the: Ark of their 
Souls, 'as well, as the. clean. - There's. 
a great Levity in the Heart of: Man. 
The \Fews cry'.Hoſanna to. Chriſt ons 
day, and Crucify him the-next.- They I 
have: their. Heart, open one/ day for: 
Truth, and the next turn itout of dodrs. £ 
Thoſe Truths which! are eaſy. ance 
under: 


| Man's Enmity to God. © 
underſtood, are hard to be impreſs'd: 


Our AﬀeCtions will as ſoon loſe them, 


45 our Underftandings embrace them. 
"Some were willing to rejoice in John's 
Light, which gave a Luſtre to their 
Minds, riot-1n his Heat; which would 
 havegiven Warmth to their AﬀeRions ; 
for Fohn was a burning and a ſhining 


Light, and they would rejoice in his 


Light, but not in his Heat, and in that 
too but for a ſeaſon; ; 

We begin 1a the Spirit, and end in 
the fleſh. We go from God with af- 
| fetions, arid quocnly grow cold again. 
Our hearts are like Lure-ftrings, chang'd 
with every change of Weather, with 
every Temptation ; and ſcarce one mo- 
| tion of God in a thouſand can prevail 
upon us. 


_-thly. 7» 4 carnal Inmprovenient of 
Truth. | 

Some endeavour to make Truth ſub. 
fervient to Luſt, and like Spiders draw 
curſed Poyſon: out of the ſweeteſt 
| Flowers, As when men hear of God's 


8. willingneſs to pardon and receive re- 


.penting Sinners, they will argue front 
M 


henee, 
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hence, for deferring their Repentance 


till they come to dye. - So P/al. 94. 7, 
Gad's Patience is madea Topick whence 
to argueagainſt his Providence. Wicked 
men father their ſins upon God's Word, 
A Lyar will find his: Refuge 1a the Re. 
wards God gave the Midwives that | 
lied to Pharaoh, for the Preſervation of - 


_ the 1/-aelites Children ; and Rzahab's lye 


for preſerving the Spies : Though God | 
rewarded their Fidelity, yet- we read 

not that he approved their Sin, Some. 
will venture into all kind of wicked 
Company, from Chriſt's Example, | 
who converſed with Sinners; when 
Chriſt companied with Sinners, as 2 
Phyſician with diſeaſed Perſons, to cure 
them, not to approve them ; but theſe. 
with perſons not to communicate Holt 
nels to them, but receive InfeQtion from 
them. Thus, like the Devil, we have 
Scripture at our fingers ends to plead for 


our Luſts. As the Sea turns freſh Wa- 


ter into {alt, ſo a carnal heart turns Dt 
vine things to carnal ends. As man 
ſubjeAs the Precepts of God to carnal 


Intereſt, ſo they ſubjet the Truths of 


God to carnal Fancies. Make a humo- 
rous 
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Man's Enmity to: God. 


Divine Oracles; and not 'the Spirit 
ſpeaking in the Word; this is to rifle 
Truth of its true mind and intent ; as 
it's more to rob a man of his Reaſon, 
the efſential conſtitutive part of man, 
than of his Eftate. 592, $73 YBE 


— 


% 


2dly. Enmity againſt the Duties 'God 


doth enjoin, as well as againſt the Truths 


he doth reveal, 
We are not willing to come to God 
in Duty; which ſtrangeneſs took 'date 


\ from the beginning of our nature. 'We 


wereeſtranged from the womb, Plal. 58. 3; 
TT ſhall inſtance in Prayer, which is 
one of the greateſt Duties, and is an 


immediate ſpeaking to God. And in. 


that Duty wherein there is .the greateſt 
intimacy with God, there's the great- 
et 'Averſion, 'and-conſequently:an 'En- 
mity againſt God. - . 


1. Unmillinpneſs tot. 


Men carinot endure to give” God a 


Viſie7;" if chey do; it is with ſuch a 


dulnefs of fpirit, as 'if ' they. 'wiſhed 


themſelvesout of his Company ; which 


M 2 teſt i- 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


teſtifies that men-care.not for-any Core. 


reſpondence or Friendſhip- between 
God and their Souls. Man having an: 
Enmity to true' Holineſs , hath from 
thence an Enmity to Prayer, becauſe 
Holineſs muſt at leaſt be pretended in 


Prayer, becauſe in that Duty there is a. 


real ſpeaking to God, and a Commu. 
nion with him, unto which Holineſs is. 
required. Now as wicked men hate 
the Truth. of Holineſs , becauſe it is 


| unſuitable to them, ſo they are. not 


Friends to the pretence of it in that du- 
ty, becauſe they muſt for ſome ſpace be 
diverted from the thoughts. of their be- 
loved Luſts. I appeal co you, whether 
you are not more unwilling to praQice 
Prayer in your Cloſets, than to. join - 


_ {/withothers, as if ,it were-a going tothe 
\ Rack, and rather your Penance than 


Privilege. If mendo come to God, it 


'1s a conſtrained AR, to ſatisfy Conſt 


ence 3 and ſuch are rather ſervile, than 
Son-like Performances, and ſpring from : 
bondage more than affeftion, If Con- 
ſcience like a Taskmaſter did not laſh 
them to duty, they would never. pet- : 
form ir. If we do come; willingly, ut 

is 


| Man's Enmity to God. 


' js for our own ends, to have ſome de- 


jiverance from ſome rrouble. 1/a. 26. 16. 
In'trouble have they wiſited thee ; they 
poured out a prayer when thy chaſtning 


was upon them, In trouble they will vi- 
fit God; in proſpericy he ſhall ſcarce 


hear of them. In affliction he hnds 
them | kneeling, and in proſperity he 
finds them kicking. They can pourout 
a Prayer in diſtreſs, and ſcarce drop a 
Prayer when they are delivered. This 


| unwillingneſs to addreſs to God, what 


flight and low thoughts doth it imply ? 
'Tis a wrong to his Providence, as tho 
we ſtood not in need of his afliſtance, 


but that we can do all our buſineG our 


ſelves. bd 1 OP 
'Tis a wrong to his Excellency, as 
though there were no amiableneſs in 
him to make his company deſirable. 
This Enmity is the greater, by how 
much God's Condeſcention is the great- 
er to admit us into his preſence. It was 
apart of the Devils hatred ; they were 
loth to have Chriſt preſent with them. 
Matth. 8. 29. What have we to do with 
thee, Feſus, thou Son of God ? Men ex- 


cuſe their negle& of private Prayer, by 


Mz their 
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Man's Emmity to God.. 


their want of. opportunity ; but indeed 
they. want hearts. We may ſooner 


ſtep up to Heaven with a holy Ejacy- 


lation , than ſtep over -the Threſhold 
about our buſineſs. We naturally deſire 
acquaintance. with the greateſt Perſons 


that may advance our Intereſt ; but we 


are ready to bury our Intereſt, rather 


than be acquainted with-God. 


2dly. Slightmeſs in the Duty. 


.We are loth tocome into God's pres 
ſence, and when we are come, we are | 


loth to keep with him. When men do 
not their Duty heartily as to the Lord, 


they look not upon him as their Maſter, | 


whoſe Work they , ought to do, and 
whoſe Honour they ovglto aim at. - 


1. 1» reſpelt of _ time, 
Our dulleſt and deadeſt--time we 


think fitteſt for. God ; When fleep is | 


ready to. cloſe our; eyes, we.think- it3 
fit time to open-our hearts. How. few 
Morning Sacrifices harb- God. from 


men ? They leap-out:of Their Begg. - 


their Pleaſures or World] 
ments, without asking FO 


| 
| 


Wan's Enmity to God. 


God's mouth. As men reſerve the dregs 
of their lite, rheir Old Ape, to offer 


up their Souls'to God ; fo they reſerve 
the dregs of the day, their ſleepy times, 
for the offering their Service to GoJ, 


2dly. In reſpec? of frame, 
We think any frame will ſerve God's 
turn ; which certainly ſpeaks our En- 


mity, and ſlight thoughts we have of 
him. Man naturally pertor:ms duty with 
an unholy heart, whereby it b:comes 


an abomination to God ; Prov. 28. 9. 
He that turns away his ear from hear- 
ing the Law, even his prayer ſhall be an 

abomination. "3 
God calls for our beſt Sacrifices, and 
we give him the worſt, ſuch which he 
hates. Amos 5.21. I hate, 1 ad:ſpiſe your 
feaſt-days, and 1 will not ſmell in your ſo- 
lemn aſſemblies. They were Duties which 
God commanded, but he hated them 
for their evil frames, or corrupt ends. 
God requires Works of Grace, and we 
preſent-. him not with ſo much as the 
Work of Nature, but the Woik+of 
Corruption, There is not that natural 
Vigor which we have in Worldly Bu- 
M 4 fineſs ; 
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Man's Enmity to God, 
lineſs : You may often obſerve a. Wn : 


lineſs 1 in man as to that ; but change thy © | 


ſcene into a motion cowards God, 1 
how ſuddenly doth this Yigor Driok, | 
and their hearts become ſluggiſh ,- 
freeze with coldneſs. : 
Many times we pray as coldly as if 


we were loth that God ſhould hear us, 


and take away that Luſt which Cog: | 
ſcience forceth us to pray againſt. How 
fliczing are we in Divine Meditations, 
how ſleepy in Spiritual Exerciſes? This 

proceeds from the averſion of the Soul, | 
and its eſtrangedneſs from God. Bur in 
other Exerciſes weare ative. The Soul 
doth not awaken it ſelf, and ſtir up 
thoſe Animal Spirits in Religious Du- 
ties, which it will in Bodily Recreati- 


ons and Sports ; whereby it is evident 
we prefer the latter before any Service 


to God. Since there is a fulneſs of Ani- 
mal Spirits in us, why might they not. 
be excited in Holy Duties, as well as in 1 
| Corporal Operations, but that there i us; 
a ReluQancy in the Soul to exerciſe i its - 

Supremacy over them in this caſe?” | 


_3dly. 
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_zdly. Wearineſs is it. 

We afe not weary with that dulneſs 
but in the Duty jt ſelf; Our deadneſs 
ſhows a diſaffteQtion, our wearinels 


ſhows a greater: We are loth that God 


ſhould have ſo much as a day's ſervice 
from us, or. any thing that looks like a 
ſervice. How tired are we in the per- 
formance of Spiritual Duties , when 
in the yain triflings of time we have a 


alaggrs motion ? How will many 
0 


rce themſelves to dance and revel 2 
whole Night , when their hearts will 
_ flag and jade at the firſt entrance into 
a Religious Service. Some in the Pro- 
phet wiſhed the Sabbath oyer, Mad. 
1. 13. Ye ſaid alſo, Behold what 4 wea- 
rineſs it is. Attendance on him is a 
wearineſs ; God had but a pooripollu- 
ted Service from them, and they were 
weary of that little they gave him, the 
grudg'd him that. This unwieldinels 
1n duty is a ſign we receive little Satis- 


fation in God's. company , and that 


_ there is a great unſuitableneſs between 
him and us. When our Joy begins 
| When the Duty ends, it evidenceth ſar 

MD x 
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Man's Enmity to God. * 


there was no affeRtionate motion to 
God, but a tir'd and yawning Service. 
Unwilling Servants” ftay not long at ' 
their Maſters work, neither are cheer. 
ful mic. If wedid love God, it would 
be with us as with the' Needle toward 
the Loadſtone, there would be a ſpeedy 
motion, and a fixed Union, Saints in 
Heaven, whoſe AﬀeCGtions and Jude. 
ments are perfe& , behold the Face of 
God Five or Six thouſand Years topge- 
ther without wearinelſs ; but we. natu- 
rally are neither willing to come, nor 
come to ſtay in his preſence, 

Obj. Natural men had beſt not pray, or 
meditate at all, if even their Prayers are . 
adts of Enmity. Gs 


Anſ” Their Prayers are not aQs of 
Enmity, though the natural Enmity be 
diſcover'd in them. In.the Male-per- 
formance of the Duty, there is a denial | 
of his Holineſs, bur in the total Omiſſion 
there is a denial of his Sovereignty, 
who commands it as a natural duty ; or- 
| his' Providence, who orders. human 
Afﬀairs ; of. his Holineſs too , and 

Righte- 


Man's Enmity to:God, 


Righteouſneſs in his Law which en- 
joins It. ; 4 CONE nn” 


athly. Negle(t of expeting Anſwers. 


Men naturally care not for having the 
Spiritual Mercy they pray for of courſe 
from God, though they are defixous.of 
any Temporal ; for the latter they will 

endeavour, but leave the other wholly 
' upon:Gad's hands, as1f they were Care» 


leſs whether they had themor no. They 
care not whether their Letters come to 


God's hands or no, and therefore: care 
not much-for any returns from him: 
' Whereas if- we have-any love toa per- 
ſan we ſend to, or value of a thing we 
ſead for, we ſhould expet an Anſwer 
every Poſt, Ko nn JF 

The Creature in its: Natural Inſtin& 
goes beyond ſuch;perſons;; for there is 
an D(:E404ey ;, Rom. 8. 19; Far the 


earneſt expetiation of the creature waits 


ture is1na more waiting poſture thana 


natural man. 'Tisaſigo we do'not own. 


God for our. Maſter, or our: ſelves-for 


his. Servants, [if we do not wait-upon 


_ bins ill be ſhew mercy to us. P/al. 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
I23. 2. As the ejes of ſervants look unty 
the hands of their maſter, ſo our eyes wait - 
upon the Lord our God, till he have mercy 
on us. It implies that we think God. 
will not hear, or cannot hear, or that 


we have no need of him, and can do | 


well enough without him ; or that 
Prayer is no effeCtual means to procure 
Bieſfings: If ſo, why doſt thou pray 
atall? If it be otherwiſe, why doſt thou 
not wait for an Anſwer? So that thereis | 
a diſaffetion in man to the Duty ir ſelf, 
and to God the Obje& of it; or to the 
Subjett of it, the thing pray'd for. 
Whereas thoſe that love God, and love 
the Spiritual Mercy they pray for, 
watch thereunto with Thankspiving. 
Col. 4. 2. Continue in prayer, and watch 
in the ſame with thankſgiving. ; 
"They watch for occaſion of Praiſe. 
As we are to be in a praying; poſture,” 
todeſire a Bleſſing, ſo1n a waiting po- | 
ſture to meet with it. Bur a natural | 


. - man doth not love to be beholden to / | 
- Gad if he can help it; and if he'doth_ 


praiſe God after any. common 'Mercy | 
received, it may proceed from a natu- + 


xal Ingenuity ,-or preſent ſenſe of the 


MercF-y 


# Mercy, astheftirrings of his AﬀceRions 


- byany Truth, he is fofar from praiſing. 
God for. them, that he is troubled at- 


| them, andquickly quencheth them. / 


sthly. Deſertion of the Duty. | 

If God doth not anſwer us, naturally 
we caft off the Duty, and fay with 
thoſe in Job, Job 21.15. What is the 
Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him ? and 
what profit (ſhould we have, if we pray to 
bim ? They pray not out of Conſcience 
of 'the Command, but merely for the 
Profit ; and if God makes them wait 
for it , they will not wait his leiſure, 
but follicite him no longer. There are 
two things expreis'd; That God was 


Not worthy of their Service ; and, That 
- the ſerving of him would not bring 
them ina good Revenue, or an advan- 
tage of that kind they expeRed. *Tis 


Intereſt draws men on to Prayer 3 and 


when that is not advanc'd, they will - 


8 beg no more ;- like ſome Beggars, if 


you pive them not preſently upon their. 


asking, from bleſſing they turn to cur- 
: ſing : 
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Mercy it ſelf, noe from any AﬀeQion- 
to. the Donor: But as for any Spiricual 
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fing : So do-men' ſecretly do that which 
Job's Wife adviſed him to'do upon his 


 AMlition, Job 2: 9. Doft thou ſtill re! 


= 


tain thy Integrity ? Curſe God, and aye. | 
What a ſtir, and puling, and waiting, 
and caring is here ?. Caft off allſervice; 
be at Daggers-drawing. with God. So 
Mal. 3. 14. *'Tis vain to ſerve God, and 
what profit u it that we have kept his or- 


 drnances, or _ we have walked mourns 
fully before the Lord of hoſt. It they 
- have not the benefirs they beg , they 


think God unrighteous, and doth chem 
wrong to withhold from them the fas. 
vours they imagine they have deſerv'd; 
and if they have not that recomp 

when they would, they leave off the 


. ſerving God any more, as a vain and un- 


profitable thing. Whereas Love moves 
upon a ſenſe of Duty, a Natural man 
that hath an averſion , moves upon a 


ſenſe of Intereſt. Love is encouraged 


by Anſwer, but is not diſſolv'd by Si- 
lence ; but a Natural man would have 
God at his beck, and ſteers his courſe 
in duty by the outward profit, not by 
the inward pleaſure. | 


This 
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denc'd by, ..: 


. 1. Our Enmity againſt Chrift, 
Many thatare hi own, receive him not, 


John 1.18. His own by Privileges, to 
whom he gives Ordinances, aad ſpiri- 


tual meat from his Table ; his own by 
Profeſſion, who profeſs they have made a 
Covenant with him, and yet under- 
hand keep up their ancient Agreement 
with Hell. Profeſſions of Chriſt are 
no demonſtrations of love to him.. We 
may commend another for his parts and 
perfeQions, and yet have a ſecret grudge 
againſt him. All the pretended Love 
unrenewed men have to Chriſt, hath 
no better ground than the Turks loveto 
Mahomet ; for it hath no higher ſpring 


' than Education ; and had their Lot been 
to be born among them, they would 


have loved Mahomet with as warm a 
Devotion as now they pretend to love 
Chriſt ; for they love him not formally, 
but they love that which they were 


brought vp in. the profeſſion of, let it 


be what it will. - This -Enmity againſt 
Chriſt refleAs upon God himſelf, agg 
tells 
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.-. - This Enmity might further be evi- 
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| tells us often, He was ſent by Godt. 1 


| Mani 5 | Ramiy to 5 God. 


An Aﬀeront to an Ambaſſador, is an in- 
jay - the Majeſty he re reſents. 
Deſpiſing the Embaſly of an Angel, I 
is anaQt of Enmity agaiaſt God ; much | 
more the deſpiſing the Embaſſy of his 
own Son. | 
| This is evident in the praQtices of 
men, 


t. *Tis hard to convinte men of the ne« . 
reſſr of Chriſt, You ſee what little 
fruit Chrift himſelf had by 1 his | 


preaching among the Jews. 


| 2dly. When mien are AT; they 

endeavor to ſtifle thoſe Conviffions. We- 
areas untam'd and uarul Heifers, that 
will not endure the Yoke : They wall 
break thoſe Cords as if 4a were the ' 
moſt formidable evils, and ſhake theni 
off from them, as if they were. Vipers 
upon their hands. 


2. When men cannot. ſtifle theit 


_ Conviftions, yer they ere loth to come to 
Chriſt, John 5, 40. Tos will not come to 
we. They would bring ape 


 NWar's Enmity to” God. 
their own to him, for they grudge him 


_ the Glory of being an entire Saviour; 
Or if they do come to Chriſt, it is for 


Eaſe, not for Holineſs : for when their 


Troubles are ceas'd , they return ro their 


Vomir. 


aly. If men do come, zt zs 4 reftrain'd 


Att, 
Men are therefore ſaid to be drawn, 


and it is the mighty Power of. God to 


bring them. Did not God overpower 
the Hearts of his People, but leave them 


to themſelves, they would ſtill ſtand it 
out in' Rebellion againlt God. 


. ly. Enmity t0 the Saints. 
When the Devil found God above 
his reach, he ſets himſelf againſt the 


Creatures that were deli ign'd more pe-. 
culiarly for his Service. 


read of Enmity to God in Adam, We 
read of Enmity to the Godly in Carr. 


FB The 1:alians, when they ſay un Chriſti- 


an0, commonly mean a Blockhead ; and 


our common Speech, a ſilly Abraham im- 
ports no better : 
World's end. Dyes of thoſe that are 


good, 


Juſt after we 


It will be fo to the. 


4s | 
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good, are rank'd with*+ thoſe that are 
Enemies to God, 2 Tim. 3.3. It arifeth. 
from a hatred'of Holineſs it ſelf. And 
it is Enmity to God ; for he that would. 


\ not ſuffer him. to have a holy Servant, 


would not ſuffer him to have a holy 
Throne, a holy Scepter, a holy Crown, 
a holy Kingdom. If men hate the Chil. 


_ dren of Ligbt, they do by conſequence 


hate the Father of Lights. Mr. Cotton 
was convinc'd of his Enmity againſt 
God by his Enmity to the Servants of 
God. 

There are ſeveral Cauſes of -this 
Enmity.- | | 

I. Diſ/emilitude between God ard 1 
14. 


As Likeneſs in Nature ind Inclinati- 
ons 15a Caule of Love, ſo Diſhimilitude 


and Unfutableneſs is a Cauſe of Hatred. 


Diſtance of Manners breeds Alienation 
of AﬀeQion. This Diſiimilitude de 
pends alſo upon the Oppoſition between | 
the Law, and the Nature of a Sinner, 
Rom. 7.14. The Law 1s ſpiritual, but | 


am carzal, Hence proceeds all: that aQ- 
ing againſt ir 3 ſor the Apoſtle faith 


V, 15, 10. 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


v.15) 16. 1 conſent to the law, that it is © 


good ; but my Fleſh, which hath a re- 


pugnancy to it, will not comply with 
it ; the Spiritual Law and the Car- 
nal Heart do quarrel with one and 
other. 

Difſimilitude between God and a na- 
tural Man 1s the greateſt, - 


1. Is veſped of Nature. 7 
God- is infinitely holy, Man corrupt 


and filthy. Darkneſs and Light, Hea- 


'ven and Hell are direQly contrary ; ſo 


is Chriſt and Be/ia/, Let Engagements 
be what they will, ſo long as Men are 


_ of different Spirits, they cannot agree. 


As in regenerate Men this diffimilitude 
works an abhorrency of themſelves, as 
in Fob ; ſo in natural Men 1t engenders 


| 4a diſafteCtion to God. 


2ly. In reſpet# of Ends. 
There are in God and Men different 
Ends. Man's End is to pleaſe himſelf, 
and ſatisfy the Deſires of the Fleſh; 
God's End ts to vindicate his Law, and 
ſhow himſelf the Righteous Governor 
of the World, which cannot be at- 
N 2 tained 


Man's Enmity to God. 


tained without a dire Olndavitecy tor 
the corrupt End of Man. F-1 
\ The remedy then-wull be, to get #/ 
RE Nature , "the Image of God. 
new-form'd in the Soul. - | 


2. 2. Galt, 
Men fly from GoJ out of ſhame; 
they conſider the Debts they owe God 
are great ; and naturally Debtors fly 
from their Creditors, for fear they ſhould ' 
exact or demand any thing of them. F 
Adam's Guilt was rather attended with | 
a fight from him , than' with an ap. I} 
proach to him. Thole I1/-aelires that F 
deſir'd God no more to ſpeak ro them 
but by Mo/es, were afraid of his Pre. I} 1 
ſence too, when his Face ſhone withan 
heavenly Splendor. Terror 1s effential 
ro Guile, and Hatred to a perpetual Ter- 
ror. Their Guilt made them fly from |. 
that Moſes whom they knew to be their 
tricnd, when God had fet a (ſignal mark 
- upon him. When Men cannot dil- 
charge their Judgments of the belicf of 
a {trict account, and dreadful Hell, and 
_ Perperual Lmmorraliry , their Hearts | 
are pierc'd with their Sins like ſo many 
IE Darts. 


Coe 


Darts. 


ings. 


3ly. God's croffins the defires on a” on. 
tereſts of the Fleſh. 
| Natural qualities encreaſe with the 
reſiſtance of their Contraries; ſo doth 
The Duties God doth principal- 
ly love, do mot of all croſs our Cor- 
ruptions; and thoſe are the Duties we - 
hate moſt,  Sodomites- ſhow moſt dil- 
when he oppoſeth 
them in the Proſecution of their Luſts 
with the Angels, Ger. 19.9. We will 
deal worſe with thee than with them. 
| Had Te (as well as Micajah to Ahab). 


N 3 


' Y1o. 


affeQion to Lot, 


Man's Enmity to Gol, 


As they have a thouſand Sins, 
ſo they have a thouſand Stings:, all 
pointed with God's Wrath, and return'd 
back with their own Hatred, chough it 
is but the. juſt fruic of their own do- 
The frequency of iniquity. con- 
trafts the more implacable. Contrarie- 
ty to God, and makes them as unca- 
pable of any Union to God, as of Re- 
poſe 1n themſelves. 
\, The Remedy then 1s, to labour for 
Juſtification by the Blood of Chriſt, 
S which is only able to remove thac- 
Guilt which engenders our Hatred. 
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ſpoke good to natural Men in their own 


Eſteem, and held them vp in their Luſt; 


bis Truth would not be fo much impri. 
ſon'd in unrighteouſneſs, bur be highly 
ador'd with men's choiceſt Aﬀ-eQions; 
but his commanding things according to 
his own holy Natute, brings into att that 
habitual Hatred which was before in 
the-Heart. All Hatred doth ariſe from 
an opinion of deſtruQtivenels in the Ob; 
je& hated. Why do we loath a thing, 
but becauſe we imiapine it inconſiſtent 
with our Happineſs and Wiſhes? And 
a Sinner being poſſeſs'd that his darling 
Sin 1s inconfiſtent with the Holineſs of 
God's Law| hates God for being of a 
Nature fo racy to that which he 


| loves. The diſappointment our cor: 


rupt Principles find. by any Truth of 
God, exaſperates the Heart. The Fens 
expecting an Farthly Grandeur by the 
M //iah, and that they ſhould be made 
Lords paramount of the World, was 
the Cauſe that they were the more de- 
Tperate Enemies to Chriſt when they 
found his deſign to be ſhort of their Ex: 
peQations, and that his Humility: fa- 
your'd not their Pride, and 'his w_ 


ng of tt. 


_ habit. . 


Alan's Enmity ta God. 


neſs was not like to raiſe him from the 
Footſtool of the Roman Empire to the 
Throne of the World. . 
The Remedy then 1s, To have a high. 
Eſteem of the Holineſs and Wildom of 


the Law of God, and the Advantages 


he aims at for our good 1n the enjoyn- 
To account it better than 
thouſands of Gold and. Silver.. To look 
upon his Commands as not grievous, 
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ly Love of Sin. 

The greater the Love of Sin, the more 
muſt be our Hatred of God.:; becauſe 
the more we love that which hath an 
Eſſential Enmity againſt God, the more 
we ſignify that it is our chief Good and 
Happineſs, and conſequently we muſt 


hate that which is moſt contrary to it, 


and would. hinder our enjoyment of it: 
and therefore our hatred of God's Holi- 
neſs grows.up equally with our fond- 
neſs of Sin. 

When by frequent Ads the habitual 
Nacure is ſtrengchen'd, all the Powers 
of doing contrary is ſwallow'd up 1n 
Hence it is ſaid, the carnal 
N 4 mind 
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mind is enmity to God-; i. e, the ſenſual 
mind, when Senſuality hath got: the 
maſtery of the mind, and planted ſen- 
ſual habits, there is Enmity to God : 

. and it cannot be ſubjeA to the Law of 
God, becauſe ow: habic wholly aQs 


the mind: Men's Reaſons ſide with the 


'Precepts of God, and: conclude them 
ro be the way to felicity ; but the Law 
of the Mind is-too weak for the power- 
ful) and pleaſing Charms of the Fleſh, 
| whereby they are drawn into an imagi- 
nary Paradiſe, but a real Captivny, 
The hating all the DiQates of God our 
Saviour 1s put upon this ſcore. Light 
muſt be odious, when Darkneſs is love- | 
ly : God muſt needs be hated, whea his 
Enemy 1s moſt carels'd. As the Love 
of God in the Godly is the Cauſe that 
they hate Sin, fo the Love of Sin in the 
Wicked is the Cauſe that they hate 
God. Every Sin being an averſion from 
God in its own Nature, and a conver- 
ſion to the Creature, according to the. 
multiplying the Acts of Sin, this aver- 
ſion from God, and converſion to the 
Creature, muſt needs be encreas'd ; and 
by how much the more Love we have 
| £0 
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to the Creature, ſo much the more Love - 
5. taken from God. | 


-* The Remedy then is, To endeavour + 


for as great a Hatred of Sin as thou haſt * 


of God; to look upon Sin as the great- 
eſt Evil in it ſelf, the greateſt diſadvan- 


_ -tage to thy Happineſs. 


.5ly. Injury we do to God. 


It is proper to Men Oaiſſe 940s leſes 


 ript ; whereas the perſon injurd might 
rather hate, yet the perſon injuring 


hath ofcen the greateſt difatteftion. Fo-. 


ſeph's Miſtreſs firſt wrong'd him, and 
- then hated him. Saul firlt injur'd Da-: 
vid, and then perſecuted him ; as if 


David had been the MalefaQtor, and 
Saul the Innocent. 7ta/iars have a Pro- 
verb to this purpole ; Chifa injuria ne 
pardonuna mai, The Reaſon is, becaule 
they think the injur'd perſon muſt needs 


- thate him; and Love is not an affeQtion 


due to an Enemy, We have alſo ſuſpi- 
cious thoughts of the perſon we have 
provok'd to be our Enemy. We wrong 


God, and then we hate him ; meaſu- 


ring his AﬀeRions by humane Paſſons; 
and thinking, that becauſe we have 
wrong'd 


Man's Enmity to God. 
wrong'd him, he muſt needs lay aſide 
all the Goodneſs and Patience of his 
' own Nature, and watch the firſt Op. 
portunity of Revenge. Every Sin and 
ACt of it being Enmity to God, the 
more the habir of any Sin is encreas'd 
by frequent As, the more alſo is the | 
habitual Enmity in the Heart increas?d ; 
For as every Sin hath an immediate ten. 
dency to the ſupply of ſome Luſt, fo it 
| hath a remote and principal tendency 
to the encreaſe. of that Enmity. : Cain 
firſt affronts God in his Omnilſcience 
and Providence, and then departs from 
his Preſence; turns his back upon him, 
and becomes the head of rhe prophane 
part of the World, Gez. 4. 16. T he pre- 
ſence of the Lord, i.e. from all the Or- 
dinances of God, and Communion with 
him in Worſhip. 

The Remedy then is, To endeavour* 
a Conformity to God's holy Will ; to 
think with -thy ſelf every Morning, 
W hat ſhall I do this day to pleaſe God? 
what Duty doth he require of me ? The 
more thou doſt obey his Will, the more 
thou will love his Holineſs. - | 


bly. Slaviſh | 


Man's Enmity to God. 


6ly. Slaviſh fear of God, | | 
Men are apt to fear a juſt Recom- 
ence for an injury done to another, 
that he will do him one ill turn for 


another; and Fear is the Morher of Ha- 


tred. God being Man's ſuperior, and 
wrong'd by him, there follows neceſſa« 
rily a flaviſh Fear of him, and his 
Power ; and ſuch a Fear makes wrath- 
ful and imbitter'd Thoughts of God , 
while he conſiders God arm'd with an 


unconquerable and irrefiſtible Power 


to. puniſh him. *Tis as natural for a 
man to hate that, which he conceives 
to be againſt him, as for any Animal 
to hate that whoſe Acts it fears do tend 
to a diſſolution of its Being. The De- 
vils zremble, James 2. 19. @eorzn ; they 
have a great Horror, and their Enmity 
ts as great as their Fear ; nay, heightned 
by their Fear, becauſe they have no 
hopes of pardon ; they do their utmoſt 
to oppoſe God, and have Companions 
in Miſery : *'Tis impoſſible a man ſhould 
Jove God, while he is apprehended 
'aS$ an irreconcilable -Adverſary. The 

ſtronger the Impreſſions of Fear , the 
Ki | quicker 
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quicker the Inclinations to Hatred. But 
when the Evil fear'd begins to ſtrike, 
tt makes the Hatred ſhoot out in Vol- 
lies of Curſes and Blaſphemies, which _ 
is evident in the damn'd. God confi- 
der'd as a Judge, is the Obje&t not of 
comforting, bur terrifying Faith ; No 
man can naturally love that Judge 
which he thinks will condemn him. A 
ſear of God as an inexorable Judge, that 
we have highly wrong'd, will nouriſh 
an enmity againſt him. 4 
The Remedy then is, Be much in 
Communion with God ; ſtrangenels ts 
the Mother of Fear; we dread Men 
ſometimes, becauſe we know not their 
diſpoſition. The Beaſts themſelves de- 
light in the Company of Man , when 
being familiariz'd to him ; they fancy 
his diſpoſition, and taſte. his kindneſs 
to them , which when they were un- 
dcquainted with, they would fly from 
his Preſence with the greateſt ſpeed. 
Study the reconciling-Love of God in 
the Goſpel ; Conſider much the love- 
lineſs and amiablenels of his.Nature, his 
ardent Defire thon wouldeft be his 
friend more than his enemy. A cues | 
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of our hating God, is our ignorance of 


him-; for if we did but know how good. 


he is, how merciful to Man, and to us; 
if we would but leave our Sin, we could 
not poſſibly hate him. 


 aly. Pride. 

Self-denial is abſolutely. againſt the 
Pride of Reaſon; and this 1s the firſt 
Leſſon God teacheth us. *Tis the firſt 
Letter in the Alphabet of the Goſpel of 
Peace, and therefore. we are againſt 
him. Mena lifc up the Pride of Reaſon 
againſt the Truth of God, and the Pride 
of Heart againſt the Will of . God. 
Hence it appears, that Self is the great 
Incendiary of the Soul againſt God. 
The Enmity of Tyre againſt God is 


| charg'd upon this foot of account, Fzek. 


28. 2, Thy heart is lifted up in the mid{(# 
of the ſea; thou haſt ſet thy heart as the 
heart of God. She would rather have 
her Wiſdom admir'd by God, than 
God's Wiſdom admir'd. by her. The 
ſharpeſt Enmities -1n the World:-are 
founded upon.this Vice. This makes 


the greateſt Combuſtions in Common- 


wealths. Men fear to be overtopp'd 
by 
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by one another. All other Vices defire 
Companions. A Drunkard loves his 
Good-fellows ; he cares not to {will 
alone. An unclean perſon muſt have 
his Mate. Swearers' hate thoſe that 
come not up to+heir own pitch ; but 
a proud Man would have none keep an 
equal pace with him ; [He cannot en. 
dure a Companion, but would have all 
others under his feet. Pride 15 natn- 
rally againſt God ; and therefore Sin is 
often call'd a lifting up- of the Heart 
againſt God, a hardening the Heart 
againſt him. Cn 

The Remedy then is, To endeavour 
after Humility. Study the Humility 
of God, whois more humble to us than 
we can be to him. . Reflet more upon 
thy Vileneſs than thy Worth. 


8ly. Love of the World. 

The greater dearneſs of ſenſual plea- 
ſures, the further our divorce from God. 
The Love of the World is inconſiſtent 
with the Love of God, 1 Johy 2. 15. 
IF any man .love the World, the love of 
the Father is not in him. It puts us un- 
der 'an impoſlibility while that Love 

St rC- 
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remains, to entertain the Spirit of Truth, 


Joh. 14. 17. The ſpirit of truth whom the 


World cannot recerve, W oloever will 
be a friend of the World, is an enemy 
to God. . The Friendſhip of the World 
1s enmity with God, Jam. 4. 4. Te adut- 
terers, know you not that the friendſbip of 
the world-is enmity with God? Know you 
ot : *Tis'an unqueſtionable Truth, your 
own Conſciences: cannot be ſtrangers to 
it, Indulgence to Carnal intereſts and 
pleaſures mounts up to. a fierceneſs 
againſt God, Dent. 32.15. Jeſurun wax- 
ed fat, and kickd. The Wiſdom of the 
Fleſh is firſt ear:hly, then /enſnal, then 
deviliſh; When once the Mind is pol- 
{ef&'d by an earthly and ſenſual Temper, 
it wilt not be long before it grows up 
to deviliſhneſs, and you know that can 
be no friend of God. What begins in 


_ Earthlinefs, Earrhly Principles and Ends, 


and proceeds on to Senſuality, will end 
in Deviliſhneſs both principle and pra- 
lice. Whoſoever loves his own Plea- 
lure and Voluptuouſneſs, muſt needs 


hare whatſoever is contrary to it, and 


would deſtroy it : This ts the great Root 
of Anger, revenge in Man, and our 
contempt of God. The 
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The Remedy then is, To- look upon. 'N 


the World with ſcorn, to think the- 
Soul above it; and that the Content. 
ments and Pleaſures of the World are 
fitter for Beaſts, and at beſt but Accom- 
modations for. thee as a Traveller, not. 
a fit Pillow to repoſe thy Soul on. De-_ 
{piſe the World, and che Devil hath. 
ſcarce any. bait and argument left to 
move thee to aneſtrangedneſs from, and 
an enmity againſt God, 

Now if all the Saints that ever were 


ſhould meet together in a Synod, to 


conſult: of: the truth of this Propoſition, 


- That the heart of Man is enmity againſt 


God, they would all bear witneſs to it 
Nana contradicente ; and he that de- 
nies it, I may confidently -affirm, did 
never ſeriouſly read the Scripture , or 
_ one practical glance upon his own 

cart, . 


VSE. 
I RE. 
. How deſperate is the Atheiſmn in eves 


| _ man's heart by Nature ? What a Maſs. 


of. Villany is in the heart of Man? 
W hat! 
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'bur Wills againſt the Will of God? 
'When we ſay aft enemiy to God, we 
muſt conceive all that may denominate 
' x man baſe and abominable. Whar 
"more caft be added, than to fay, Such 


4 mai) is an etiemy to Love it felf? Sin 


3nd God are at dire odds, To har- 
bour a'Traytor ina houſe after Procla- 
mation, is a Capital Crime, and comes 
'under the Charge of High-Treaſon. 
What then is the, harbouring of Sin 
apainft God , but inyolving thy ſelf in 
the ſame Rebellion which every Sin 
includes in its own nature?. 

This Enrhity to God hath this aggra-» 
 fation in it, That it cannot upon any 

account whatſoever be juſt. 

* God hirtiſelf cannot command a 
Creatute not to love hitn ; before he 
_ ean commanid this, he muſt change his 
Nature, caſhier his Lovelineſs, ceaſe to 


be the chief Good. God cannot come 


mand any thick unjuſt ; but this is ia- 
- frinifically unjuf 


to love that which'1is infinitely. amiable. 
Tt had been. unjuſt to command an A& 
of the higheſt diſingenuity and ingra- 

: * titude; 


*% 


, eternally unjuft, Not 


_F What! to.make God no God ? ſet up 


enemy to that which is its chiefeſt Good, 
Our loving God doth not ariſe meerly 
from the Command of God enjoyning 
it, but from the Nature. of God, and the 
Creatures relation to him. None but 


will confeſs, that, had God Never Col - 
manded us to. love him, it had been L | 


highly abominabie for a. Creature t9 
hate his Maker and BenefaQor ; There 


fore in the Moral Law or Decalogu & 


the Love of Gad is not explicitly. Coils 
manded, but ſup 0s'd as a fundarnens 
tal-and  ndifperfib ble Principle ; from 
whence all' other Commands are ne: 
ceſlary Conſequences: So that this En- 
mity againſt God is ngt only againſt 
his Command, but againſt his yery Nas 


ture, and againſt the fundamental and. 


indifpenfable Principle of all God's Com 
mands, and all the Duties which as ras 
tional "Creatures we owe to God. .. 


The de org of thys Natural ' 
l 


Enmity 'w appear, 
x. In that 'z« @ bad, and in ſome ren 


ſpefts worſe than Atheiſm, We complain - 


much 
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titude,. to hate the Author of our Mex. 
Cies. It had been againſt the Origin 
Nature of a rational Creature, to be an 
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much, and not without Cauſe of the 
rowing Atheiſm'of the times ; bit we 


all find as bad and worſe than we 


complain of 1n our own Nature; andthe 
practices of Men, M5iranidula Aaith), & 
Speculative Atheiſt is che moſt prodi- 
mom Monſter in the World, but a Pra- 

cal. An Atheiſt that denies the Be- 


ing of God, doth not ſo much' affront 
him, as a natural Man that owns his 


Being, but walks as if there were no 
God 3 as if he were nor a juſt and righ- 
teous God ;/ as if he made uſe of his So- 
yeraign Power to make Laws for the 
prejudice of his Creature. 


1. The Atheiſt barely denies God's Be- 
no, the other mocks ' him, Jet. J2: 35. 
They have turd to me the back, and not 
the face. This puts a {light upon him, 
turning the back upon him which is 


an a& of diſdain, as if God were the 


moſt contemptible Being in the World. 


Thou that turneſt thy face to thy Dog, 


thy Beaſt, the Devil, uſeſt God with 
more contempt than thou doſt thy Dog; 
thy Swine, thy Ox, thy Als, yea' the 


Devil himſelf. The Atheiſt that denies 


O 2 _ God's 
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hag Being,; and yet walks according 


oral Principles; is. like the Sog ia, 


Ts Goſpel ,. that. told his Father he: 
would. not-go, and. yet did ;., which 
' Chriſt commends above the other, 
which acknowledged: his Father's au. 
thority to command. him; ., and pre. 
tended. a readineſs. /to obey., but: an 
{wer'd. not his Acknowledgments by 


the performance of his Duty. 


A prophane Man, or a Hypocrite,, is 


more an Atheiſt than one that. profel- 
ſeth himſelf ſo, in-as much as AQtions, 
and a continual Succeſſion and ,Circle 


of them, makes a greater diſcovery, of. 
the Principles of the Heart, than the 


Motions of the Tongue, Would not that 
man, who in his belief of a Deity, doth 
chings which fall under the Ceanlſure of 
God's Juſtice, and contrary to his Law, 
and: odious .among Men, though not 


puniſhable by Man, do things far work, 


did not the fear of Laws, the anger of 
his. Prince, the pain and diſgrace of 
Puniſhment. reſtrain him,? Surely he 
would: tor that Principle which cat 
ries him a gainſt his Reaſon and profeſs 
Religion i his pratices againſt Gol 
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would hurry him further , were there 
not ſome powerful Limirs ket to him 
by haman Laws. 

' Now what doth this eviace, bir chal 
he honours Man more than God, fears 
Man more than God, obeys Man more 
than Ged, owns the Power of Man more 
than the Power of God, which he pre- 
tends to acknowledge and believe. 


21y. The Atheiſt denies God's Bling, 
the other his Authority. _ 

And in denying his Auth ity, Ver- 
tually derfies his Being : for it\is a con-' 
radiction to be God, agd not to be So- 
reraign. Doth not. Man imply by the 
breaking ' ' God's Laws, that he” would 
not have'God aCt as a Soveraign ; that 
he would' have him bur a careleſs God, 
an 'uinholy and unrigliteous God in gi- 
ving him che Reins, and not prohibiric 
by holy Laws afhy Wickedhe ; his'hearr 
l _— unto ? What then would'be. 

God's Being ? His Deity oo 

up ive the life of his ASGITNN 
reouſheſs,”' If *he "c&a88"'r6 'Be'3 
nay iyer,. and a holy Mali! 
er, of his[Laws, he'wouldceafe'to 
notts O 3 be 
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be a God, So that every Breach of 
the Law isa virtyal depoſing him from 
his ſupreme Government, and. .conſe. 
quently /a ' virtual deponng, him from 
his. Deity. 


2+ ._ 2ly.. This Enmity is of the ſame nature 
| with the Dewiſ s Enmity, .. 
*Tis, not indeed, in. Ns preſent ate 
. wherein "Mas, 3 is {0 intenſe, becauſe his 
is direct, Man's implicit. But yet, 


I. [. & NOS Men Hove 4 Diabolica Ne 
re | 


$44 her AHA reation.A6- 
WO to his enlmngs A: yo the. De- 
vil quickly þ LOOT | wy 
into. his own L Jn. 
pot meant by che Devil only; 
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Perſon, but a Nature: So Chriſt inti- 
mates in his Rebuke to Perer, Matth. 
16. .23- Get thee behind me, Satan. | 

. Peter,an eminent Apoſtle; who had a 
little before, v.16, 17. made an illuſtri- 
ous profeſſion of Chriſt being the Son 
of God, is now call'd Devil ; not be» 


_ cauſe he was really: the petlon of the 
* Devil, but she Devil's nature did then 


exert it ſelf in him ; for that advice 

roceeded not from a divine, but dia- 
bolical Diſpoſition ; for it made direct- 
ly for. the ſerving the Devil's Kingdom, 
which was only to. be overthrown: by 
the death of Chriſt. . Hell ir felf could 
not produce a more deviliſh reſult of irs 
deepeſt Counſels, than the advice which 


S Peter now gave, which would highly 


have promoted the. intereſt of Hell, 
And do but obſerve the realon why 
Chriſt calls him Satan, wv. 23. 7hou, ſa- 
voureſt not the things which be of God ,&Cc. 
The, things, of God, and the things of 
Man, and {avouring the things of God, 
and the things of Man, , are {et in oppo- 
lition; and a man that. ſavours, not the 
flings of God, but the things of Man, 
lych; a man and Satan are all one and 
Re O4 the 
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the ſame in the account of Chriſt. $9 - 
by Chriſt ſometimes is not meant a par. | 
ticular Perſon, but a Nature, Col. r. 29. 


Chriſt in yors the hope of glory. "What n 


one place is call'd the 4;vine Nature, is. 
by Paut call;d Chriſt; nat the Perſon 
of Chrift, but the Nature of Chriſt; 
z. e. that ſpiritual Principle of Grace or 
new Nature, which is an Earneſt of 
your future Inheritance, and ſoa ground 
of Hope. | 4 

A natural man is wholly Carnal, 
Row.7.18. There is »o good thing dwells 
in him, no good Principle; it may 
Jodge a while, but it hath no ſetled 
abode ; and what 1s not goad, 1s of the 
Devil. As God is the author of all 
Good , ſo is the Devil of all” Moral 
Evil. So that a natural Man is hou 
Diabolical. Sod: 7. 


2dly. Every natural May is a Friend 
to the Devil. ; "- 
There are but Two Soveraigns in 
the World, One Rightful, and the 
other Uſurping: It we are Enemies 
to the right Soveraign, we muſt be 
Friends to the Uſurper 3-if ry A 
J00, 
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God, Friends. to the Devil. He works 


in the Children of Diſobeaience, Eph. 2. 
24 3- Not by force, but by conſent: 


' For he works in them according to 
the deſires of the Fleſh, which the — 


Apoſtle implies v. 3. Falfiling the de- 
fires of the Flqyb. Tf the love of the 
World be enmity” to God, Jam. 4. 4. 
The Prienaſhip of the World is Enmi- 
ty with God, then Enmity to God muſt 


needs be a love of the Devil ; Enmity 


to God implying a Friendſhip with 
every. thing that hath the ſame diſpo- 
ſition againſt him, The love. of the 
World, z.e. of the Sin and Unrighte- 
ouſneſs of the World , doth neceſſari- 
ly include virtually love of the God 
of the World, which is the - Devil's 
Title , 2'Cor. And: ſo a Man 
adores Satan as a God, in loving that 
World the Devil is the God of ; that 
wickedneſs the Devil is the Head of, 
above God. Rebellion againſt God i 
called a Covenant with Death, and an 
Agreement with Hell,. Iſa. 28. 18. (nor 
with the puniſhments, but 


” 


the 


rinciples.of 
Hell); And being a Friend to the 
Devil, he muſt needs be a Friend'tp 
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the grand defign.of the Devil, 14. 1/. 
I2,12, ts and v, 4. was ſpoke of the 
King of Babylon." The knot of Friend. 
ſhip in the World is ſome particular 
Man's deſign, which toth Friends agree 
in, and drive on. Now his delign 
ſeems to be.affeQing the Throne and 
Authority of -God: for God threat- 
ning the King of Baby/on, and in him, 
as the Type, the great Antichriſt, 


« 


compares . him to Lucifer, who was . 


not content with his ſtation as a Sub- 
jeq, but would mount into.the Chair 
of the Supreme Power. 
. & 
zdly. Thy Enmity againſt God is in 
ſome reſpett as much, in regard of .the 
attual effetts of it, as the Devils is, 
though not in regard of diſpoſitron. 
e declare our Enmity as far as 
we can: We cannot. pull, God: out of 
Heaven ; we cannot nail Chriſt to the 


"Croſs again, and pierce his Heart ; we 


cannot rail at him to his Face as the 

Jews did ; but. the delpiling his Laws, 

difowning his Power gragred by Hea« 

ven; over us, .is the only thing; we can 

do-.againſt him ; and this we 
\ 


/ 


do as. 
much 


Man's Enmity to God. 


much as we can, as much as the gripes 
of. Conſcience. and our intereſt in the 
World will give us leave; We vir- 
tually deprive him - of that which was 
the reward. of his 'Safferings, v2. his 
Power, of the defign of his Sufferings, 
viz. the Propagation of his Evange- 
lical Law-iq our Heart, ' And he: that 
would deſtroy: the deareſt things: God: 
and Chriſt have left in the World, . 
and that which he gave the greateſt 
charge for the preſervation' of, would 
at all the Villanies againſt the pet- 
| ſon: of Ehriſt 'as well as againſt whit 
he had'in the world, and againſt the 
Eſfence- of God, were'it in his'power 3 
Thou: doſt as much. in this, as the 
Devil-.can.do. 'The being of God and 
the. Perſan-: of. Chrilt -are above his 
reach- as: welk -as-; 6urs.,  All:that he 
can,dq is -to trample.upon' his Laws, 
and lift -others' 1n rebellion againſt 
God ,\and in this - thou: doſt comply 
with him.::- He +can do no more, and 


qthly. *7is a worſe. Exnmity than: is in 
Hell, This Enmity is more diſinge- 
gyows then thatjn Hell, Our 
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Man's Enmity to God. 
- Our hatred of God: is worſe than' 
that of the Damned, they deſpairing- 
ly hate him under the inevitable and 
unavoidable ſtrokes of Juſtice , thou'. 
hateſt him while thou 'art hedged 
in withithe expreſſions of his. Good- 
nels. _— 

They hate him under vials of Wrath, 
and we under ſhowers of Mercy ; they 
in terrour of - Damnation, and we 
under the ſenſe of Kindneſs. They 
hate him becauſe he inflifts what is 
Hurtful, and we becauſe he commands 
what is Profitable and Holy. - Our 
hatred of God is worſe than the De. 
viPs hatred of him. We hate God, 
who contrived. our Redemption, and 
ſent his Son to accompliſh it ; The 
Devils had not thoſe obligations: laid 
upon them. Chriſt came nor for them, 


nor ſhed his Blood for their recove- . 


ry..': They hate their Creator, but 'we 
our Creator and Redeemer too. The 
Devils hate him that (came to ' tor- 
ment them and deſtroy their 'Works; 
we hate him that came to Bleſs us, 
and ſave: our Souls, © 

TY | 'i1 (1 Cz « \ 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


2 Jufarmation. 

_ God ts the greateft, Evil in the account 
of every natural Man, 

_ If there be in us a greater enmity to 
God and. his Law than to any thing 
elle, it implies that we think him 

_ the. greateſt Evil, and the worſt of-. 
Beings. Evil, and not Good, is the ob- 
ject of, Hatred. As Love 1s the pro» 
penſion of the mind to ſome thing as i 
go0d, ſo Hatred is an an alienation. 4 
of the mind from ſome thing as evil, 
either really, or ſuppoſedly *. We *Plrarcd's 

cannot poſſibly hate, good. as good, as Merl, x: 
we cannot poſhbly love evil/ as evil. _”" 
Now nothing but Sin is abſolutely 
evi', and therefore nothing but. Sin {1 
{hould be the abſolute. object. of our 

_ Hatred... Bur ſceing rhat Love which | 
ſhould be ſet upon God, is ſet upon Sin, [1 
and that Hatred which ſhould have only | 

Sin, for its object, pitches upon God | 
as its objeQ, 'tis hence clear, that. we [4 
account. Sin the higheſt Good, and A 
God the greateſt Evil. Though a Man | 4 
doth not hate God as God, yet there I 
being more of his hatred ſpear gain 


I 
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lence, than t F, 
injurious to him? Are we ſo abſolnte- 
ly contrary to any Man, any Crea- 


Man's Enmity-to God. 


God than againſt any thing elle, it is 


moſt certain thar God 1s virtually ac: 
counted by us the. moſt deteftable be. 


ing. . Do we offend any ſo much as' 


it 


we do God ? Do we love the Pro. 


ſecution. of any thing which is dt- 


taſteful to Man, as we do that which 


is an abomination to God? Is there 
anything in the World ' we do more 
rejoice in, than that whereby Gad is 
prejudiced ? Ts there any thing we 
do love and purſue. with greater 'V1o- 

Ty which 'is hateful and 


ture in our natural inclinations, diſpo- 
ſitions, affeftions, and deſires, as unto 
God? Is it not clearly manifeſt * by 
our inward and outward Carriage, 
that we imply, that God is the'great- 


| eſt Evil, and we rank him_ who is 


unchangeably good, 
which'1s aA oably bad. As Love 
is carried out in defire for the objet 
Beloved, ſo Hatred is a flight fron it. 
As Love-1s, accompanied with joy at 
the preſence of a beloved Obje&, o.is 
Hatredatrended with a Deteſtation. Are 


we 


y 


in the place of Sin, - 


» -# 


we. not. naturally more deſirqus of op- 
portunities of Sin, than opportunities of 
Service to our. Maker? Are we ever {0 
chearful in the preſence of God, and 
Communion with him in Religious 
(8 Services, as 42 Qur SRorts, Recreations, 

and Sinful PraQiſes ? What chen hath 
moſt of our. Loye, what do we ac- 
count our fupreme Happineſs, and 
our worſt Milery ? 


3. Information. | 
It Juſtifies God in his Aits of punitive 


j#ftice, 


iſt. 1 his ſevereſt judgments in the ». 
World. 2 
Who can blame God: for his feve- 


Þ rities againſt thoſe that | hate, bi 


eſpecially after riches of forbearance? 
Conſider Man as his deſperate Enemy, - 
and you-may more admire his Cle- 
' mency, than accuſe his Juſtce. ? You 
may wonder that he doth not deſtroy 
| the whole ſtock of Mankind, as: welk 
as ſend ſome few. drops. and Haul- 
[tones of Judgment upon the World. 
We may rather ſtand amazed y his 
| al[l- 
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Man' 5 > Blk) + to God. 


Patience that he ſuffers ſuch creature; 
ro live, than murmur at his Judg. 

ments, for nor a day but we mnt 
many a&ts which manifeſt this Ha. 


. tred. For as all aQtions truly good 


partake of the nature of Love <> the 


_ Chiefeſt good ; ſo.all unworthy aQtions 


which ate at a diſtance from God the 
chief end, are marſhall'd by, and tin- 
Qtured with that enmity whigh lurks 


in the Soul. *Tis equal- Gad ſhould 
be a Judge to condemn, where he is. 


rejeted as a Soveraign to. rule, 


_ edly. I: Fuſtifies God in bis Judy 
ments upon Infants: 

Indeed we: call Infants Innocent, 
and we are ftartled at the pain and 
{ufferings of Babes; bur this DoArine 
is a ſufficient Curb to any Accu 


fations of God in ſuch Proceedings. 


Do we not Kill Vipers and noxious 


Creatures in the Neſt ? ' Infants are. 


endued with an Tnimical and Ho- 
ſtile Nature'againſt God, though they 
exert it not by reaſon of the weak- 


_ neſs of their Organs, 


i 
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+ If Death reign'd over them that had 

por ſinned after the -fimilitude of Adam's 

. Trasſereſſion , Rom, 5+ 14. Enmity 
ſurely reigned over them. The Froſt 

which by Congealing a. Viper, ſuſ- 
pends its motion, doth -not expel its 
natural: Venom, ( which it hath. in as 

great a quantity as the livelieft ) tho' 

at preſent it binds up the aCQtivity. of 

it, which will ſhew it ſelf when out= 7 
ward impediments. are removed by 
Heat, Neither doth the inability of 
Infants exerciſing this Enmity, diſcharge 
their Nature from an unconceivable 
maſs of it ; nay, you' may perceive 
ſome ſtarts of it even in. them ; Did 
you never ſee Envy, Paſſion , Senſu- 
ality in an :Infant? We may more 
wonder that God doth not daſh them in 
Pieces at their firſt appearance in the 
World, as we do young Wolves and - 
Ravenous Creatures, than*that. he 
ſhould uſe bis right over them for their 

. Original Pravity, and take them out of 
the World. 


x 
ve 


dly. It juſtifies the eternity of Pu- 3: 
#1[bment. | 
P Who 
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W ho can charge God with Inultice, 
for puniſhing eternally a-creature' who | 
doth eternally hate him ; ro keep that / 
perſon in being to his everfaſting da. 
mage, that doth wiſh, and if it were 
in his power, would accompliſh the | 
deſtruction of God himfelf ? Can 
any Puniſhment be too hard, .any dy 
ration of it too long for him that is an 
Enemy to the beſt of beings? to one 
infinitely Good, and therefore difin- 
genuous; to one infinitely Powerful, 
and therefore intolerably - fooliſh. 


4. Information, 5Þ D 
What an admirable proſpect may ne 
take here of God's Patience? With what I 
aſtoniſhment may we review all :the 
former as well as the preſent: Aged | 
God's forbearance towards Men ! That Þ} * 
he ſhould preſerve ſuch a crew"'d I ' 
diſingenuous Monſters, as we all + Þ} 
curallyare ! Roy 2.4 Or deſpiſeſt thu || * 
' the riches of his goodneſs, and forbeayani, | 
and long - ſuffering? Had he not had } © 
riches of goodneſs, forbearance, ant || / 
long-ſuffering, and infinite Riches too, | © 
the Enmicy of Man againſt him «had : 
; exhauſted 
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_ exhauſted all before this einie:; and * 
being the riches of goodneſs as well 
as long - ſuffering, ic makes our En- 
mity appear the blacker. A Grain of 
goodneſs 1s no fit objet for hatred; 
much leſs riches of ir. How many 
Millions of ſuch haters of him, breathe 
every day in his air, are- maintained 
| by his bounty, have their tables ſpread, 
and their cups filled to the brim, and 
that in' the maddeſt.of their reiterated 
belchings out of this Enmity agaiaſt 
him, under ſufficient provocations, to 
the higheſt indignation ? z 
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, | © '5. Taformation. | 

| ' Hence we ſee the root of all Sinin 
| the World. | 

, W hat is the reaſon Men Row againſt 

. | the Stream of their own Conſciences ? 

| What is the reaſon Men of ſublima- 

| F ted Reaſon, andclear natural Wiſdom, 
| are voluntary Slaves to their own Luſts, 

which they ſerve with as delightful, as 

diſpraceful a Drudgery againſt the 

| | light of their own Minds? Tis from this 

contrariety to God, ſeated in their very 

Nature, they could never elle fo ear- 
| - P 2 neſtly, 
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neſtly, fo chearfully. 'do that Devil's: 
Work before God's. I hey could.never; 


elſe be deaf to the loud Voice of God,.. 
and have their Ears open to the leaſt; 
whiſper of Saran, Whence proceeds our; | 
Stupidity, the folly of our Thou ies : 


the levity of our Minds, the deadn 
of our AﬀeQions, the ſleepineſs of our. 
_ Souls, our 1nexcuſable careleſnefs in 


Holy Duties, more than any thing þ 


a Temporal Concern, 'but from this A- 


verſion from God! *Tis this Enmity. | 
dulls our Heart in any Service. 75S | 


Conſcience which is 1a us,to keep u 


RY 
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intereft of God's Law, ſpurs us on to 


Duty, yet Sia that is within us, that: 
keeps up the quartel againft Heaven, 


hinders us from it, or diverts us.1n it. 


6. Information. | 
Hence follows the Neceſſ ty of Regs 


nmeration. 


This divifi ion babratts God and bi 


Creature will not admit of any 1 


without a change of Nature: The * 
carnal mind, as ſuch, can never be r& 
conciled to God before this be wrought. . 
The--old frame muſt be — 


"ever be reconcil'd to the pure ar 
holy Nature of God ; what commu. 


- S_ 


Man's Enmity to Ggd. 


| and a new one reared: fog.q change 
of State cannot be without a change 


of Nature. *Tis impofſible that this 
Nature, fo corrupt and contrary, can 


nion hath Light with Darkneſs? We 


S muſt be God's Friends, before we can 


be Sin's Enemies; the root of -bitter- 


nefs mult be taken away, habitual | 
Corruption remov'd, the” Heart will 


never elſe ſtand right 'as- a+ Compals 


S# towards Heaven. Who can ever fight 


againſt his Nature? No Man will 


ever refift the Devil wirhout a change ; 


we cannot without the rooting our 


this Enmicy, ' make #"proficableap- 


proach to God. What - expeQtation 


_ eanſt*chou have of a good Took from 


him, when thou comeſt ro him with 
all thy natural Hatred of him ?'How 
canſt thou dare to come ' to him, who 
knows every circumſtance of thy Enmi- 


| ty better than thou doſt thy Name, and 
Is ſo well acquainted with thy Heart? 


What hopes can you have of any 
anſwer from him? If we bring our 


wickednefſes with us to Gi/za/, the 


a place 


Man's Enmity to God: 


place of Worſhip, even there in the | 
ſolemneſt Duties will God- hate us," 
Heoſ. 9. 15. Al their . nickeapeſs 'is in 
Gilpal, for there | hated them, It the Þ 
mind . be filld with hoſtile principles I 


* againſt the purity of God's commandy, 


it muſt be unexperjenced and unaQive. 
to every good work, 77t.' 1.. ult. To 
every 200d work reprobate. It the Head F 
be ſick, needs muſt the Heart be faint, 
If the counſelling-faculty be falſe, cur, 
{ed muſt be all us advice. | 


7. Information. Wu 
That is not Grage which doth not ib 
ter Nature, INS ra 
Morality therefore is not Grace, be 
cauſe it doth not change Nature; if 
did, many of the Heathens were as neat 
to God as the-beſt of Chriſtians-; what 
ſoever may be done by the ſtrength 


of Nature , cannot alter it; for o | 


Nature can change it ſelf, Poyſon 
may . be great within-' the Skin , ike 
t0-a Viper's, be we never ſo ſpeckled 
with a Reformation, Freedom - from 
groſs Sins argues not a. friendſhip «9 
God, None were. ſo great Enemigs 

; - to 
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#6 Chriſt as the Phariſees,: to: whom 
*. 4 Chriſt gives no better a Title, than 
» | fhat of the Devil's Children, andchar- 
# ] ges them with the hatred both of him. 
© | felf and his Father, Joh. 15. 24. The | 
* | Enmity may” be”'rhe greater under 


*? 


1 ao Pub and devout Morality. The 


* 8 pþbor Publicans crowded into Chriſt, 
{ | while the ſdFrighteous Jews derided Luk 7.30. | 
” | tim; and rejcQted the counſel of God, AR+3 46. 
" | ind-pnit'the word of God from them. 
" | *Tis a fooliſh thing for''men to: boaſt 
"of their own Heart, - or outward con-. 
- | formity ;/ thou canſtinot tell how-ſfoon 
| that heart thou braggeſt of, 'may boil : 
ont its' Enypity. The Plane which 1s 
pleaſant to'the Eye, may: be poyſon'to 
the 'Stomach. Boaſt not- therefore of 


| y pgloffy Morality', thy checquered 
| tn, fo' long as' there"1s'a venom-4n 


| thy" Nature: - "Whatſoever-:excellen- 
1 ctes aWatytal Men hath, arc/albraiat- 
* þ <d with this poiſon,his Wildom, Learn- 
' | ing, Moral Virtue, and are rather ag- 
| gravations than excuſes; wh 7 «4 
| 
} 
| 


0B i Deformation fan ao 7 
.. Hence follows the Neceſfiey-of ppiy- 
mag thy ſelf to Chriſt. P 4 AS 


Man's Enmity to God. 
As there is a neceſſity of a change 
of Nature i in us, becauſe our- -Enmity 
to God'is a ' Moral Enmity-;- fo there 
is a neceſſity of - a compenſation _ 
ſatsfaQion : ro God- for the- preſerva, | 
tion'of God's honour, becauſe it is an 
unjuſt  Enmity ,-not >rifing from -anz 
.injury/that ever Gad did to: us; A 
becauſe. his\ Enmity-i to, us, provoked 
by our diſaffeQion ;to-him,. is a legal 
Enmiity , his -Law. violated + : 
ſatisfied. - Qur:Enmity. 1s: mult, 2 
rherefore- muſt be parted with ;. Ge 
Enmity [againſt .us}4-juſt, and, there 
fore mpſt be temoyed by1a Satisfadti 
on;/ And finte we{'are unable to givg 
God a compenſation: for -our- Wrangs, 
we muſt have recourſe by Faith to-that 
Blood; which, hath, given him a.coms 
pleat »fatisfaCtion. -./ *Lis .Cbrift © on 
that fuficr: Gotlarms oy the: op 
ding.1of :his: Rlood}, and ! mn of hi op 
Ds 0-4 hgperation of hi Piet F 
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Man's Emnity to God. | 
All the Words in the World will 


- not change Nature; Men ſtrive againſt 
the Spirit,: and-will not come under the 


- 


power of it if they might Have their 


own will, Can. you by Exhortations 


ever reconcile a Wolf and a Lamb? Can 
you by rational, Arguments new-mould 
the nature of a fierce Lion, or by moral 
diſcourſes ſtop the Tide of the Sea? 


- Though Man be a rational Creature, 


yet corrupt Habits in. him anſwer to 


Meer Nature in them, and ſway, and 


Tide us as much againſt God. Grave 


diſcourſes can neyer ſet a Man ſtraight 


that, is, born, crooked. *Tis no eaſy 
thing for the Heart of Min, poſſeſſed. 


1 long by this curſed . principle,” ro 


ſurrender it ſelf upon God's Summons ; 
Men are not ſo eaſily reconciled, when 
the' hatred hath been hereditary in 
the ' Family 3 this hath | been of. as 
long a ſtanding, within Ke Hours, 
3S Adam himlelf. To turn to Godin 
ways.of Righteouſneſs, is contrary ta 
the ſtream of corrupt Nature, and 
therefore it muſt be overpowered by a 
flood of Almighty Grace, as the ftream 


of the River is by the Tide of the 
" Wb On” Io. Infors 
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. . IO». Information. is pg, 
If there be, ſuch an_Enmity againſt 
the Soveraignty- of God in the Heart 
of Man, this ſhows us the exceMency of. 
Obedtence, . Cert —*0 
'Tis the endeavour of the Creature, 
25 much as in bim lies, to exalr God, 
to keep him upon his Throne, tg 
preſerve the Scepter in;his Hand, and 
the Crown upon his Head. * As Faith | 
15 a ſetting a-Seal to the truth 'of | 
God, fo is, Obedience a' ſetting a'Seal 
ro, the Dominion of God, and ſuh- 
ſcribing to_ the righteouſneſs thereof, 
"Tis called a Confirmation of God's 
Law, an AﬀeQtion to the., Honour of 
it, Deut. 27. 26. Curſed be him that con 
firms not. all the words, of this law, to 
go: them., "Tis, an eſtabliſhing ir, as 
a. ftandipg infallible' rule, and confe- 
quently an Eſtabliſhiog the "Law-gr- 
ver, and an applauſe to the righteout- 
nels of his. Government. God being 
the higheſt perfeQion, and. infigitely 


good, therefore whatſoever Rule, he. 
gives.the Creature, muſt be good .and 
2Miable, or elle it cannot proceed, 

from 
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Man's Enmity to God, | 


from God: A baſe and vile thing can 
never. proceed from that which is only 


excellent. An unreaſonable thing can 
never proceed from that which 1s al- 


together Reaſon and Regular ; there- 


fore the obedience to God's Law is 
an acknowledging: the excellent Good- 
neſs, Love, Wiſdom, -Righteouſneſs of 
the Law-giver, and a bearing' wit- 
neſs to it in 'the face of the World. 


The.Second Ule is for Examination. 

Examine your ſelves: by thoſe - De- 
monſtrations laid down in the Firſt Parr, 
Whether this Enmity be prevalent-in 
you or no? 1x. Have you yet a ſtout- 
neſs of Heart againſt hearing the- Law 
of God, which croſſes the defires: of 
the Fleſh ?' . 2. Are -yoa- unwilling to 


be determin'd by divine InjunRions ? 


;, Doth your Heart ſwell moſt againſt 
thoſe Laws which are: molt Spiritual, 
and which God doth moſt ſtrictly urge ? 
4. Do you fall our, and quarrel with 


2:9 


Lo 


your own Conſciences, when they preſs 


upon-you any, Command of God ?/'5. Do 


* youcountenance that Law in your Mem- 


bers, that Law of Sin, in oppoſition * 
| - the 


Man's Enmity to God, © 
the Law of your Mind ? 6. Are you 
willing to be at more pains and expence 
to violate God's Law, than to obſerye 
it, and preſerve the honour of it? 7. Do 
you perform things materially Righte- 
ous, becauſe of the Apgreeableneſs of 
them to your humour and conſtitution, 
out of reſpe& to-your Reputation, 'or, 
which is worſe, out of an affeQion to 
ſome baſe Luſt and carnal End, or out 


of a {laviſh Fear of God ? $. Are the 


Laws of Men more valued and fear'd 
by you than the: Laws''of God ? Do | 
you more readily obey them'?- 9. Are. 
you deſirous and diligent in the-draw- 
ing Men from. compliance with God's 
Laws,' to be' your Companions 1n any 
Sin--you-are addicted unto ? -10. De 
you take pleafure 'in the affronts Men 


offer to' God, ' and make them'the mat- 


rer of-your ſport and jollity? So much 
as you! find "of this Temper in any 


'of your Souls', ſo much -of Enmity 
'there is. Ao flat ate 7. 


'S 


a 
-- 


af) Fhe Third Uſe 15 for Exhortition #0 


I. Lay 


| 1. Lay down thy P<u3. againſt God, 


- How can you hear theſe things with- 
out ſaying , Lord deliver me from this 
Nature. Oh! what ſhould I be an ene- 
' my to ſo good: a God ? :Did. God put 
Enmity between the Seed of the Wo- 


man, and the Seed of the Serpent ? and _ 


ſhall I put an Enmity between God and 
my Soul, and a Love between my Hearr 
and the Serpent ? Shall I change 'this 


Promiſe of God; and make my deareſt © 
AﬀeQtions embrace the Serpent's;:Seed;, 


and refuſe God: himſelf ?  \Lay down 
thy Cudgels, ſtrip thy ſelf, yield thy 
felf to him upon his own terms, How 
_ canſt thou fir down at reſt in hating 
God, and being hated by him? While 
thou art in thy Natural condition, thou 
canſt not be a friend to God; For zhey 
. that are in the flejh, cannot pleaſe bim, 
Rom. 8.8, How can two walk toge- 
ther, unleſs they be agreed ? We muſt 
change our. Enmity into Friendſhip-/if 
ever we would be happy. We muſt 
accept of his terms, to be at peace with 
him, or feel the bitter fruits of his pow- 
 erful Juſtice. We may pronounce a 
; , cne: 
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Man's Enmity to God. , - © 
the Preſence of God,” That if we hence- 


forward endeavour not to get out of a 


Natural ſtate, (ir is a refolute-maintain- 
ing the War againſt Heaven. 


2. Lament this Enmily, and be hum. 
bled for its 335 : 

If there be a common ingenuity, it 
will make thee tremble to think of thy 
hatred of Mercy it ſelf. Every Sin is a 
branch of this Enmity, and doth con« 
tribute to the encreaſe of it, as AQs 
ſtrengthen Habits, and as every part of 
the Sea, according to its quantity and 
ſtrength, contribytes to the roaring and 
violeat Irruptions of it, We have robb'd 
God ;- for as much Obedience as we 
have given to the Fleſh, we have taken 
from God ; Therefore rife as high as. 
the Fountain in your Humiliations ; and 
lie low, nor for a particular Sin only, 
but for that Enmity. in thy Nature, 
which is the root of all the Sins thou 
ever didſt at, The Evil in'our AQ 
ons is tranſient ; but there is a. perfe&t 
and overflowing Fulneſs of Evil in thy 
Nature to animate a thouſand As of 
the ſame kind ;, as the habit of Love 
to 
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to God: reſident in the Soul, .Can..com- 


| mand. and ſpirit a thouſand 'AQs with 


its-own Nature. 


4thly. The Fourth Uſe of Exhorta- 


£100 


1. To Regenerate perſons, ſuch as by 


the powerful workiog of the Grace of 
God, and the over-ruling Hand of the 
Spirit, have beea brought our of this 
ſtate of Enmity. Beſides thoſe things 
which you may gather from the former 
Informations, as go grow 'up'in all the 
parts of the New Creature, to furcher 


| and advance chat Regenerate Work in 


your Soul: To make frequent Appli- 
cations of the Blood of Chrift,. and-to 
have your Heart lifred| up in the Ways 
of God, and Obedience to him,--there- 
by to bear witneſs to Chriſt, the Righte- 


ouineſs of. God in his Adminiftracians 
40 the World : Let me advile to theſe 


things. 


F. Poſſeſs: your, Hearts with Argus 4a- 


\mirations of the Grace of God towards 
-you , in wounding this Enmitly in .ygur 
Hearts, ng Fanging your State. 


The 


Is 
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The Apoſtle winds-up our Admirati- 
ons of the Love of Chriſt upon this 
Peg, Rom. 5. 10. When we were enemies, 
we were reconcild to God by the death 
of his Son ; much more being reconcil'd, | 
we ſball be ſav'd by his life, Our Salva« 
tion from Sin by Regeneration, is the | 
fruit of his Reſurrection and Life , as 
our Salvation from the Guilt of 'Sin 
Satisfaction was the fruit of his Death; 
And not only fo, faith he, v. rx." But 
we alſo joy in God through our Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt, by whom we now receive the 
atonement, This Reconciliation of us 
being 'the fruit of the firſt Promiſe, 
of breaking the a> Head, Gen.3, 
I5. 2.e. The projeQs and deſigns of the 


Devil, to ſet God and Man ar efergil 


Variance, makes it the more admirable: 
That as ſoon as Man had immediately - 
after his Creation, and being made 
Lord of the reſt of the ſublunary Cres- 
tures, caſt off his Lord and Creator, 
that juſt at that time, under the pre- 
ſent ſenſe of thar unworthy Slight, he 
ſhould be laying about for the\good- of 
fallen Man, and make a promiſe forthe 
diſſolving this Enmity, cnguiange oh 
| c 


) 
; 
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| Refiflance of God?into' a more Righte- 


ots' one; vis. A'Variance with , and 


8 ancrernal Enmity againſt the Serpent. 


And hath not this been the Caſe of 


' ſome of 'our Souls, that God hath grap- 


kd with 'us, and chang'd the Current 
of our Wills, ever at"the very time of 
the ſpitting 'out our venomous difaffet: 
on againſt him 7 It was Pas!'s Caſe, 


and the Caſe of many, I am ſure, fince 


that time :. If ſuch a Circumſtance as 


| this did attend thy firft-Convesſian, it 


ſhould methinks enlarge thy Notes, and 
wind up thy Aﬀtoniſhments to a higher 
pitch. © Bur howſoever it: be, change 
your Complaints into Praiſes for your 
Deliverance, though it be as 'yet im- 
perfeQ,. Alively:and/warm ſenſe of 4s 
would quicken thy 'Obedience,;and fpi- 
tit thee mote in the ways of God:than 
all thy Complaints can do. *Tis to:the 
Grace of God that we owe the decays 
of it. *Tis a particular aſliſting-Grace 
that keeps it down; and/ binds. it.up'ar 
any time.” -If we are ſomerimes with- 
out conſiderable diſturbances by-it, it 


1s not for wanr'of-the Will of the-Fleſk, 
nor for want-of Strength enovgh inthe 


Q Fle(h, 


2. 


' working of irreſiftible Grace. | To this 
' purpoſe often reflet upon your"former W 


haſt done-upon-thy 


to thy Sin.'” Have as greatan animoſity 


the power of:any one: Liftaupithy hand 
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Fleſh, even in ths beſt of: day | 
is ſtak'd down,:and ſtopt by the-power, | 
ful Operation of -the Spirit ; and the 8 


State ; it will Kea GlolsuponitheGraeg '* 
of God../i The: more: difingettuous our 
Enmity. was,'tthe-more wlluficious | will 


1t: make'the: Love of Ged 4020fPoer ny 


Our wt ; : ; "I 15018 
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as" thou: hsft\bated Gaci': ini oo 
;:/What reaſon have we; to, bewail ſn 

Fa wag ? . None of: us hays ever-yet hy 

ted Sin fo much, as naturally we haye 

hated God. 'Turn:this AﬀeQtion-tiow 

as much-upon thy great Enemy, 6s-thoy N 

baſh Friend. (' The | 

deeper gafhes thou: haſt:given. ro:God, 

Chrift;and his:Glory the: ider wountls 

the harder blows, the: ſharper, ftabs.gite 


againft. it;1as) you; have:had Boutnels df 
heart againſt: God::: Gone not unde 


moſt againſt! Spiritual-Sins ; -Shew: 8p 
Obedience: to 'the' Law of; Sin:40 4hy 
Members... ©; zoly 
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S 3dly. Enflame: hy Lowe to God: by all ' 4 
& the Conſiderations thou 'canſt poſſibly. 
muſter up.. Outdo thy former difaffeat. 
F on by a greater! ardency of Love. Siti- 
exrely aim at his Glory.” Eye his Com. 
- mand' only' in every thing thou dot; 
- Delight to pleaſe him” above thy: ſelf; 
Endeavour by all means to draw others 
to think well of him, and be at peace 
- with: him. Take pleaſure 1 in thy con- 
_ verſion of others to him.” Rejoice at any 
Glory he gains in the World. 'The un- 
juſt 'Bnmity: he receives: from others; 
 ſhonld procure a greater reſpe& from 
' bs to 'God.. Oh that we could make 
up by an intenſenelſs of Love, the injury 
he receives by the enmity of orhersznd 
_ ballance their Hatred" by an increaſe 'of 
our Aﬀettion !'-Oh: that we' could de- 
tight our ſelves*in him; as much'as-we 
| have been diſpleaſed with him ! That 
te might be as dear to us, as he is-0di- 
ous to Devils; and that the Devils 
| themſelves, in the degrees of their de- 
 teſtation of God, 'might not outſtrip' us 
_ inthe degrees of our affe@tion co hin: 


-Qs53 4thly. Bes; 


$a. 
e/ 
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athly. Bewail this Enmity. © 

Are the beſt of us perfeQ? : Are we 
ſtript of all reliques of it ? Has any 
man on Earth pur off the dregs of the 
Fleſh, and commenc*d an Angel in Pu- 
rity ? Have we got the ſtart of all the 
Saints of old, and expell'd it wholly 
out of us ? Have we outſtriptthe great 
Apoltle, who complain'd of Sins dwel- 
ling in his Fleſh? Is there no more 
need of Groans to be deliver'd from this 
body of death ? Ah-! what reliques are 
there ? Doth not the beſt Man find it a 
laborious Undertaking,to engage againſt 
the Remainders of Nature in him, and 
to MIOAg a conſtant and open hoſtility 
againſt the force of the Senſual Appetite, 
and the Spiritual Wickedneſs in the high 
places of his Soul], cDUR much wound: 
ed by the Grace of God ? ?Tis this galp- 
ing body of death in a Regenerate man 
chat gives life to thoſe {warms of im 
perfeCtions in his Religious Duties, *Tis 
cn1s- that cripples our Obedience ;- that 
ſhackles our Feet, -when they. ſhould 


run the Ways of. God's Command 


ments. *Tis this drags away our Heart . 
| . after 
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Man's Enmity to God. 


after unworthy ObjeAs, in the midſt of 
thoſe Services wherein we attempt the 
neare{t approaches to'God. *Tis upon 
the ſcore of this lurking Principle jn us, 
that we may charge all the foils we ſiyf- 
fer in our ſtrongeſt W reſtlings for Hea- 
ven. - And 1s not this Cauſe enouph ro 
bewail it ? One great Ingredient in any . 
day's Repentance, is an acknowledg- 
ment of the due demerit of Sin, and 
the Righteouſneſs of God in his Threat- 
nings and Puniſhment ; and this muſt 
be the ground the abhorrency our Souls 
naturally have to his Statutes, Lew, 
26. 43. They ſhall accept of the puniſhment * 
of their iniquity ; 4. e, They ſhall repenr 


of it, and acknowledge my Righteouſ 


nels in it, becauſe, even becauſe: And 


v. 40. they were to confeſs their 111qui- 


ty, and the iniquity of their Fathers, 7. e: 
che iniquity deriv*d from their Fathers; 
for their actual Sins are expreſs'd by rhe 
treſpaſs they treſpaſſed apainſt God. Are 
there not daily- Starts of this Nature in 
us ? Dor we not need a daily Pardon for . 


it? andis it for God's honour to pardon 


us without an humble Acknowledg- 
ment ? *Tis the greateſt part of our 
Q 3 Enmaty 
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Enmity that we are not more afteQed 
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with i. Our breaking God's Com- 
mands, 1s not ſo much as.the inherent, 
contempt of Gd in us; a man may re» 


ceive injuries from another, and lightly, 


paſs them over, when he knows. the, 
perſon hath no diſaffetion to him. It, 


was not ſo much the a& of: Adultery 
and Murther that /Vathan by God's Com: 


miſſion charges ſo home upon David, 
as his deſpiſing God's Commands, and 


deſpiſing God. himſelf, 2 Sam... 12. 94 


Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the command 


of the Lord ® and v.10. Thou haſt deſpir 


fed me, And it is not fo much our aQtual 
breaches, as our naturaland indwelling 
: contempt of God, that is moſt charge- 


able upon us in our approaches to him, - 


2nd exerciſes of our Repentance beforg 
him. If a likeneſs to Adam's Sin be 
made a. ground of the aggravation of 
attual Sin, Hof. 6. 7. Bat they like men 
have tranſgreſsd ; implying .that to be 
the greateſt; then the Corruption of 


Nature we deriv'd from him by the 


means of that Sin, muſt be the higheſt 


and molt lamented. } 


c  $thly. Watch. 
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qe; Wah dean the daty Extrt 
i#ps and” Exeriiſes of this Enmity, © 
+76 rY "3 £6145 3 Tf: 2! , S yy 03 . 
"When we'would' be ſerious in the 


#. concerns of God and* our own Souls, 


. 's f SHA 
\ care, and obeys him with thatreverence 


Do we not” feel ſome inward Affaulrs 
againſt our own Reſolutions, and fome 
ſecret Adverſary, within ſiriying apainſt 
vur moſt ſpiritual RefleQions ?: and. is 
there no need'of a Watch ? Alas ! this 
being a conſtant Adverſary, requires 
our conſtant 'Care. *Ir being a ſecrer 
and inward Adverfary, requires our ut- 
moſt diligence and-pradence;”” Who is 
there of us, who ſerves God with that 


| as he doth his worldly Superior ? Do 


we nat ſometimes hate inftruQion when 


Q 4 not 
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not our deſires too Vehement for thoſe 
things which have no. COMMErEy! with 
the Law and Mind of God ?. Have we © 


no douhts of his Faithfulgeſs, no:mur. 


muring againſt his Soveraign di poſal 
of things, no rilings: of, Heart againſt 
his Law, -againſt his; Providences, no 
Self confidence, Envy, Ambition,. Res + 
venge ?. All theſe are but,;the Brapchey 
of this bitter,- Root, And. js. not our 
exafteſt care and conftant watch: 
fulneſs_ requiſite againſt the workings 
of this . nacural, curſed. diſpolition? 
Sure 4t 15, and ſure: it myſt be,. 


MOTIVES. 


1. Conſider the, 4/7 Tugenuily bt this 
Enmity. 

Thepe. is no _neceflity thou ſhould; 
eſt be .his Enemy, .it-will not. be Ho- 
nourable to. thee to. ſtand opt; Peter 


denied Chriſt, when his own Life was. 


ja danger; and thou hateſt, God, who. 
would put the life. of. thy, Soul out. of 
danger. .'Tis againſt: all; the obligath 
ons of Nature and, Grace, to . be. an. 


Enemy to him. .to. whom thou owelt, 


Ny thy ; 
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| | ceftcem good, though the lovelineſs 


zby Being; thy preſervation from Hell, 
_ and recovery from Miſery, but for thy 
3 :own. Fault, Do we not vyoluatarily 
ſubje& our ſelves, to Men,” whom,we 
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of their Perſons, and the goodneſs of 
their Nature be infinitely ſhorr of 


God, and: are as, much. below him in 


Greatnels and Majeſty ? What Bene- 
fits can Men beſtow upon their Ser- 


his ſincere Adorers with? Men may 
love their Friends more than they 
can help them ; but the loying-Kkind- 
neſs of God is attended with "a Power 
- as infinite as it ſelf, | | 


» 't- Gog hath beep good. to. us. 

_ He 1s Love, and we are out of love 
with Love it ſelf, Is he not our 
Father? why ſhould we not Honour 
him? Is he not our Maſter ? why 
ſhould we not Obey him? Is he not 


alluring Qualities, - as they are in 


vants, like thoſe God doth recoimpence 


1 Joh. 4-8. 


our. Benefaftor? why ſhould we not 
Aﬀect him? Whence have we our 


Mercies, but from his Hand ? Who 


beſides him maintains our Breath this 
He moment ? 


| Man's Enniry to od. 


moment 1 ?, "Would "be. call” tor oub 
Spirits this inſtant, they muſt" depart 
from us to attend © his. Commarid? 
What ſhall his. Benefits be | "ade 

Weapons of Unrighteouſneſs, and the 
Devils Arms againſt him? Cliit 
died for us w ile we 'were | Ene. 
mies, and ſhall we ſtand out as 'Ene- 
mies till? It will' be 'the leaſt thoy 
canſt do, to love him at Fog ver 

time he ſhows Mercy. to. thee, an 
that is, every minute... There, is, not 
4 moment wherein thou canſt* with 
any ingenuity be an enemy to him, be- 
cauſe .there-15s not a moment: wherein 
he is. not thy Guardian, wherein" thou 
doſt not taſt of his Bovnty. God hath 
let thee have thy ſwing all this; time, 
thou haſt had'thy Rendezyouz at thy 
Pleaſure, and he never laid Wait for 
thee bat in kindneſs, He: *m] io ht 
have dealt with us, as we do' Hg | 
Venomous Creatures”, and deftroyed 
ſuch a generation of © Vipers, and 
cruſhed -the Cockatrice in the Egg. 
What a diſgraceful thing is it ro put 

off, the Nature of ' Men for \, that. of 
Devils, to hate God: under My, 9 
muc 
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| much as the Devils do 'under-wrath- 
| ful. Anger s Is not God our greate(t. 


| Benefattor, and ſhall. he have nothing 


but diſdains from - us for all his Be- 


nefits? She Pfalmiſt' cries out, What 
ſball. T render to the Lord for all his 


Benefits towards\ me? But'it is the: Lan- 
guage of our Heart,' What ull turns 
ſhall we render to God for, all his 
Mercies unto us? *Tis his Mercy we 
are not conſumed , and ſhall we ſpend 


' this Mercy. upon our Lufts? He was 


Compaſſionate in {paring us, and (Hall 
we be Ungrateful in hating him ? *Tis 
the higheſt Diſiogenuity. © 


2dly. God hath been importunate in 
intreaties of us. - 


God offers not only Truce,, but a”. 


Peace, and hath been/moſt aftive in 
urging a Reconciliation, , Can he ma» 
nifeſt his willingneſs in clearer. Me- 
thods, than- that of ſending his Son 


to. reconcile ' the, World| to Himſelf? 
Can he evidence more figcerity .than 


by his repeated and- reiterated preſſing 


of our Souls toi;the acceptance” of 
Him ? God knocks at our Hearts, 
and 
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and we are deaf to him; He thuns 
ders in our Ears, and we regard 
bim not ;. He. waits 'upon us for our 
acceptance of his Love, and we grow 
more mad againſt him ; He bMeccherh 
us, and we ungratefully-and proudly 
rejeqt him; He opens his boſome, and 
we' turn our backs; He offers us his 
pearls, and we tread them. under our 
feet ; He would cloath us with pure 
Itanen, but we would ſtill wear our 
foul rags; He would give us Angels 
bread, and we feed on husks with 
Swine. The wiſdom of God ſhines 
upon us, and .we account - it - fooliſh: 
neſs. The infinite kindneſs of God 
courts us, and-we refuſe it, as if it were 
the greateſt cruelty, Chriſt calls and 
begs, and we will not hear him e- 


_.ther' commanding or intreating. To 
Jove God is our-privilege, and though 


it. be our indiſpenſable duty; yet it 
had been a. preſumption in us to al- 
pire ſo high as to think the cafting 
our earthly affeQions upon ſo tranſcen: 
dent an obje& ſhould be dear to him, 
tad he not authoriſed it by his com- 
mand, and encouraged it by his-4& 
is | Ceptance, 
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ceptance. Burt /'tis ſtrange that God 
ſhould court us by ſuch varieties of 
kindneſs to that, wherein not his 
happineſs, but our perfection - doth 
_ confiſt ; and much ſtranger, that ſuch 
pieces of Earth and Clay ſhould turn 
- their Backs upon ſo adorable an Ob- 
jet,, and be Enemies to him, who 


diſplays himſelf in ſo many Allure- 


ments to their Souls, and fix their ha- 
tred upon that tender God who ſues 
for their AﬀeCtions. If you conſider that 


; | 
r. God # our Superior, An Inferior 


8 ſhould ſeck ro a Superior, not a Su- 


perior to one below him. There 1s 
_ an Equality between Man and Man, 
but an infinite Inequality between 
God and us. 


2. God is the party wronged, and yet 
offers a Parley. | F 


3- When he could as well Damn us, 
4s Court us; he wants not Power .to 
rid his hands of us, but he would ra- 
ther ſhow his Almightineſs in the 
triumph of his Mercy, than the Tro- 


Phies of his Juſtice; He had rather. 


be 
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be a refreſhing Light, than a conſu. 
| ming Fire. [4 | 


The: Second Motive. 


2. 2. This Enmity to God, "tis the greats | 
| eft Folly and Madneſs. | | 


The Scripture tells us, | that Sin is 
Folly and Madnels ; And certainly had 
Man a clear proſpect of this Truth; - 
which in his firſt: Apoſtacy he fell 
C from, ſo that .he could examine. all 
his Speculations, Defires, Motions, 

and Attions by that-Rule, they would 
pear to him to be as of a crazd 
and Frantick Mind. Therefore, when 
' upon ovr return to God we have but 
a glimple 'of this: Truth,, how much 
aſham'd is Man of the deformity of 
- his Attions from that Rule; as a Man 

+ that hath been Mad, is of thoſe pranks 
\ he plaid in his Phrenzy, after he is 
brought to his right Wits. Hence 
Repentance,' which 1s always accom- 
panied with a Shame, is called yusrzzyus; 

@'return to our right Wits. 


x. This 


Mans Enmityto' An: 


I TF 


No "his fn to God, *is in 'R 
| fas, Irrational ; becaule , | 


1. God # the moſt youth ; Oat. 


\He - hath in his; own, -nature,..as 
well -as-.in his. Operations the higheſt 
right to our Love: for the more: of 
Entity and Being any thing hath, 

the more ot Perfection, and the'more 


FB lovely it is in it ſelf;; and the more to 


be belov?d; by us. Now God hath the 
molZ; of, Being,, becauſe, other Beings 
were: emigencly . contained. in; his /1m- 
neal Eſſence,and produced by, his.inhi- 
nite Power; and-were the Manifeſtari- 
os of himſelf, .and lines drawn from 


him, -.and-by! him,; .and;therefore He iis 


the moſt amiable 'Okject,, ; becauſe the 
Creature-harh ootbiog lpvely;but ogly 
what it-hath from Godz; 'which is-more 
eminently treaſur'd-up in him, and may 
1n; him be ſeen. and enjoyed with a 
greater adyantage. 1, The Creatufres are 
but PiQures;;-and:;can, no. /more.re- 
preſent, 'to: the: fall the true amiable- 
neſs of God;-than a few Colours, tho' 


never ſo well ſuited together, can the 
. Moral 


_ Us 


f. 


Is 
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trary to that which they loye ; wheie- 
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Moral or TntelleQtual Lovelineſs of 
the 'Soul of Man. As God had- all 
the Idea's of his Creatures i in his Mind; 
ſo he had all the virtues of: them j 
his Eflence. Therefore to love any 
Creature above God-, and ſo 'to hate 
him, is the higheft piece of unreaſs: 
nableneſs. 


"2dly: God tis the chiefeft Good , and 


the evi of all Goodneſs. 

'Tis unreaſonable to look upon that, 
which comes ' fromthe Fonntain '6f 
Goodnels, to'be deſtruQtive' to our true 
Pleaſure : .yet. Men have* ſuch © hard 
_ thou m—_ of Religion and Divine Com 
© mands, as if they were def gned for 
their utter ruin, when they are. the 


_effluxes of infinite Goodneſs. -/ All hai 


tred doth arife 'from'an apprehenſion 
of the inconſiſtency of the thing* we 
hate, with ſomething we eſteem'a 
part of our happineſs ; and Sinnets 
being. poſſeſſed: with the thoughts of 
the Juſtice and Holineſs' of ' God ,''as 
inconſiſtent” with their” Dayling- Sig, 
hate him for being of a Nature lo cont 


as 


+= oo oa0l.<c_bnc eo  ragoACLGmp”H.GOoCt._—SxSGG oa ng cow 


# none of God's perfeQtions are repug- 
"nant to our Being, or Well-being in 
themſelves: For would we have a God 
unjuſt, what*comforr could we then 
take in him ; we hate him for beiog - 
againſt that which is moſt againſt 
us? We hate him, for hating of 
that which would deſtroy our Souls, 
and :jmbitter our Beings to us to all 
8 Eternity : We hate him for hating 
that, which if it were poſſible would 
diſquiet his Felicity , and deſtroy his 
Being. What an unreaſonable thing 
Kit, to quarrel with that Law of 
God, 'which obligeth you to nothing 
but what conduceth to the benefit of 
your Souls, and the order of the World ? 
What doth ic bound and reſtrain you 
from , but that which would bring 
deſtrution upon you ? Isit- not a 
greater advantage to be carried fet- 
terd'to Heaven, than to run at liber- 
ty to Hell ? who but a Madman would 
Prefer the Devil's before God's Yoke, 
and be the Captive"of a helliſh Ty- 
rant, rather than 'the Subject of a 
Gracious Soyeraign ? What an unrea- 

7-0 {onabg 
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Man's Enmity' to'Gdd. 


ſonable. thing; is it x0'/loye; any. Sin, 
2. ptivation'/ better . than .the , belt. of 
Beings. ? Can, 'we.. expeCt. , to! E846 
much advantage from, him, by 
his Enemies, as by being his Frien 
lince he is of ſo Mareifuy,. a \ Diſpoſe 
tion ? F-:4 


. Eh 
"4 


2dly. God. campot polity dim | 
Wronp. 20 

All right Hatred is. from., a 
Wrong, ſenſe. of. Wrong , Or: yoo: of 
Wrong ; either..of , thoſe-is/an ugjuſt 
imputation - upon God.,., wha; cagngt 
poſſibly do .,wrong - to his. Grearuss, 
becauſe. he! cannoc be. SVG 
Rom. 3.5. T5 God unrighteous who t4 
vengeance, Mi Yevoire, - For, God 5 * 


far from being injurious; in;:che ;leaf | 


to. us , that he, doth caſt abour, ,, ad 
 contrive. our, Happineſs, ig. bis: Laws, 
more than .-we .can our. po ey... 
willing . he ſhould, do-\ for. us; | Men 


- cannot, if- they conſult but the. 1p arls | 


of Reaſon, bur, .confeſs the; reaſondble- 
neſs. of Gods Commands., and berla- 
tisfied in the righteouſneſs of. the Þd- 
rics 
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that by our Evil Peocles which. he 
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ties enjoined , and; the profitableneſs 
of. the Counſels ſer out in;the Goſpel, 
and muſt needs look upon. the - Feli- 


city promiſed, to be excellent and. de- 


ſirable, and therefore cannot}, upon 


' any reaſonable account charge! God 
with doing them any Wrong. Or 


let me argue thus; Either God: hath 
Wrong'd us, or not; . if not, it is 
Poke to diſaffe& him' ;-- if he 
hath, why ſhould we hate him, ſee- 
iog if God could do any injuſtice; he 
would not have the being of a God? 
For--if it were poſſible, as ſoon as 
ever. he ſhould ceaſe. to. be Juſt and 


| 1. p3rek he would ceaſe to be: God, 
=, 


deſtroy _ his own Nature :. For as 
every Man in doing an Unjuſt AQ, 


' 1s leſs than a -Man, and loſes: the 


end of his own Reaſon ; ſo. God;,tb 

doing any. Injuſtice , would, be leſs 
than a God:; Nay -our . hating 'him 
as Judge, is highly irrational, becauſe 
of his Equity, and Righteouſneſs in 
all his proceedings.. And becaule it 
5-our own . aQ. in. forcing -him., to 


iS 


Man's Enmity to-God. 

is not willing to do but according to 
his own Righteous Nature, and 'for 
the Vindication of his Holineſs in his 
Law, cannot but do, upon our final 
Impenitency, and perſiſting in our 


Tranſgreſſions. 


4thly. God cannot be hurt by ws. _ 

Tis a folly among Men to ſhow 
their Enmity where they cannot hurt, 
What an unreaſonable Boldneſs' is it 
fora man to think he can grapple with 
Omnaipotency, and enter the Lifts with 
the Fountain of all Strength and Pow- 
er? What is thy Enmity, bur a ſmall 
wrigling againſt God ? What dilad- 
vantage can accrue to him by thy op- 


| poſing him? Juſt as much as the Moon 


receives by the Dog's barking at it, 
which neither ſtands ſtill, nor alters 
its Courſe, nor is frighted at the bile. 
Fooliſh 'man ! that will not diſcover 
an Enmity againſt a Superior, but rakes 
it up in the Aſhes, and muzzles his 
Anger till he be able to bite ; and ye 
proclaims a War openly againſt Hez-: 
ven, as if he were too ſtrong for Fa 


f 
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' and God too weak for -him. : . As the 
Light of God's Face.is too dazling to 
be-ſeen, fo the Arm of his Power is 


too mighty to be oppreſs'd by us... His 
Almightineſs is above the reach of our 
potſherd Streng:;h, as his Infiniteneſs 


| 1s above the Capacity of.our purblind 


Underſtandings. His Happineſs is to 
firm to be diſturb'd by us, as well as 
his Efſence too glorious to be compre- 


 hended. What force canſt thou have. 


to reſiſt the Preſence of him, before 
whom the Racks melt,; and the Hea- 
yens at length willbe ſhrivell'd up as 


Parchment by the laſt Gre ? 


- $sthly. But though..thou, caaſt not 
hurt God, yet thou doft mightily. wropg 


. Senſelefs Sinner ! God is out of thy 


Gunſhot ; thy Arrows. are too ſhore 


for that Mark, but his are long enough 
for thee ; thy Shot. will fall before..it 
reach him, but his Arrows will both 
teach thy Heart, and ſtick. in'it.. Has 


W 5 


tred in the | World is attended, fome-» 


times wich outward. advantage; ibur 
= 3. 7 what 
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what gain \canſt thou expe by this 
_ Enmity ? What refreſhment is there 
by thy endeavouring to- dry - up the 
Fountain ? What good by: labouring 
to deſtroy the Original of Goodneſs it 
ſelf 2 What harm 1s it to the Sun to 
Moot 'vp Arrows againſt it? Do they 
pierce its Light; or ſhatter any of the 
Sparks'of it- ?' No, but they fall down 
upon the Archer's head. The Oppo- 
fition of a wicked Man againſt God 
is much like'a man's running his head 
apainſt a Rock, to be reveng'd on it 
for ſplitting his Ship ; whereby "he 
bruiſeth not the Rock, but daſherh 
out his own Brains, and pays his Life 
for a-price- of -bis-folly. - Poor man is 
like a. Potſherd, that juſtles- with a 
Rock, and burſts it ſelf ! and: is not 
this the'higheſt piece of Madneſs ? 1/4, 
45. 9.' Wo unto him that ſtrives 'with 
his Maker : let the potſheard ſtrive with 
the potſherds of the earth. - Doft thou 
fight againſt the Rock of Ages? it will 
rather bltnr'rhy Weapon «6 be hit 
bythy Afm'; it will make'thy'Sword 
Wh! back 1n pieces upon''thy own* Face. 
Find Be | Every 
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to himſelf chan the Devil is, and wroq 
hitnſe!f more than the Devil can d6; 
becauſe he nouriſheth that Sin in him 
which wars againſt his Soul. 


Bvtry Glo is 4 greater Enemy 


:dly. The Third Motive, Conlider | 


the Mhfery of ſach a ftate, 


' Thou wilt be miſerable: with a Wits 
iels; x. Cor, 16.22, :1f apyiman love not 


' the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be Anas 


thenss, | Let all the! Curſes 4n Heaven 


and! Earth Jight upon' him.':Lerthe + 
| Mercy, Wiſdom, Power, Strength of 


God appear: againſt him ; let him not 
have an. Advocate to- make any Plea 


| for him. Angels, Men, Devils will 


all TO FRTne agdiciſt fuch; a perſb. | 


75 Thou' canfts nat paſſ oy ſue Vewr 
gore 


* The Sodoniite? whoſe 'Sins. had ſa 


long .dar'd. God's Juſtice , mi ht: have 

4th eleap's than thou' canſt : But, 
Alas1 what f pres hath a Puppy or Wo m 
1a a Lion's paw? Thou art no more in 
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his hand than a Fly between. a Gyant's 
fingers. YE BING 
Go fooliſh ſ{clf-deluding Creature,” 
recolle& thy ſelf. Can ſuch. a Bub. 
ble, Duſt, Chaff, Stubble, worſe than 
nothing and Vanity, wreſtle with 
God ?. Ah poor Worm ! Wilt thou 
ſet thy ſelf in a ſtrutting Array againſt 
Omnipotency, far leſs in God's hands 
than a Chicken new'ſtript- of its Shell 
in the-Talons of an. Eagle.. Fab, a 
holy Man, wreſtled with him.upon a 
holy account, and- broke his T gh; 
im 


- take heed- in 'rthy wreſtling :;with 


upon a Afinful' account, thou/ doſt :not 
break thy Neck. If the be thy friend, 
none can hurt thee ; but if. thy enemy, 
none can relieve thee. He is. the beſt 
friend -when: Men' will love him, but - 
as” terrible an enemy as conſuming 
fire, when Men will hate him. * Thou 
mult be ſubjet to him whether thou 
wilt-or no., there is no remedy.; it 
ſubmiſſion. to his Mercy. .be. not free, 
ſubjzeAion to his Juſtice muſt be forc'd. 


'We muſt be under his Power whethe 
we. will or no; we cannot. wreft our 


;,- es 


IVE 


be done, the Creator muſt 'deſcend-in- 
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| ſelves out of the. compaſs of his Arm . 


if we go down' to Hell , hg is there ; 
if we dive to the batrom, of the Deep, 
thence his Hand will fetch vs our. 
We always have been, are ſtill, and 
for ever. muſt be: within the' reach of 


| his Almighty Power. - Whither wilt 


thou go ? | Is there' any Gartiſon to de- 
fend thee? . any Santtuary to ſecure 
thee ? any Champion to ſtand for thee ? 
If all the Angels in Heaven, and De- 


\ vils in Hell, ſhould rouze_ up them- 


ſelves to be thy ProteQtors, thou 
wouldeſt be juft as happy, as if thou 
hadſt the. ſhelter of the Duſt of the 
Balance, or a drop of a Bucket. Can 
we blind his Eye that he ſhould not 
ſee, or deafen his Far that he ſhould 
not hear, or bind his Arm that he 
ſhould not ftrike ? ' Can 'we remove 


"his Jealouſy by increaſing it ? | Can 


we mitigate Everlaſting Burnings by 
adding Oil to them ?* Can our Sins 
ſtand out againſt his Judgments , or 


-but Perſons ſucceſsfully combat: with 


his Wrath ? | Before any of thoſe- can 
x0 


Zo 


Man's Fumity to God. 

to. our Impotency.. : What - an will 
confeſs he is able to do any of: thoſe, 
and yer he:will walk in a Pre of En- 
mity? Wrath will come, though it 
be flow. in -coming ; *Tis flow , but 
ſure,; .the Jonger it is; Preparing os; 
bittexer, will it be. in enduring. 

all. Devils and Sinners in the oth 
join. together , how. ſoon: is God: able 
to - overthrow them, and turn, their 
BabekFort to.their own Confuſion, 
and; bury them in the. Ruins of thaix 
own, Works !.. Prov. 1.; 21, ; Thouh | 
hand join in hind, the wicked (hall not be 
wpaniſhd.' How would he fling them 
all-into Hell, as one of. us can. a\Bag 
of Duſt .or Sand into the Sea ? 


- adly. Thou. doft even 1 God 7 to FA 
freq thee, for his own, content, and ay it 
were provoke him to darmg ;thee for 
his own Eaſe 3 | if thou wilt, not. la! 
down thy Arms, thou O00 WI 
Wrathout of hit he hagds þ; 6.8. 

s. of 


Have 'ehed Xt 
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ogpinlt Bu Babylor , thoſe black Horſes 
which 
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- which: noted: Death and DeſtruQion; 


and-thoſe- Angels doing their | work 
and' duty, are ſaid by himſelf ro:quier 


- his Spirit ; ſo that God can have na 


Reſt 1n his own Spirit but by thy ſub- 
miſſion or deſtruction. And the longer 
thou doſt-ftand out”, . the: more thon 


' doſt provoke God to take ſome. courſe 


for the eaſing of himſelf: for Puniſh- 
ment in another place he calls his E/e, 
Ifa, i. 24. I will eaſe me of my adver ſa- 


 vies; and the latter words explain it, 


| 1will avenge me of my enemies. 


Is not 


the Honour of God concern'd in his 


Laws? and would he not make him- 
ſelf ridiculous to the Sons of Men, if 


he did not ſeverely puniſh their Viola- 
- tions of them ? 


dly. God cannot ſave thee withonr 


diſturbing the happineſs of thoſe that love 
him, and are loved by him. \'f, 
Thou wilt but make a diſturbance 
in Heayen by thy contrary diſpoſition, 
and Hinder "that exa@t'Harmony'; Thy 


4Jarring' Principles "could never og 
ity -and 


with' that ' Conſort ; thy E 
# Diviſian 
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the perfeQion of; Enmity | in Hell, is a 


| Man's Enmity to Gid. 
Diviſion with! that/ Ulnion'; The. Re- 
pole of the Saints would be difquieted, 


-and their Pleaſure cool'd; for if they 


cared . not for thy Company in the 
World, when they bad many reliques 
of Enmity in themſelves, and 4n im. 
perfe&t holineſs, they can leſs endure 
it in Heaven, where their holineſs is 


fully ripe, and their hatrcd againſt | 


;mpiety perfectly ſtrong ; And God 
will not bring thee thither with that 
curſed nature thou haſt, to damp 


| their. joy, and-ſpoil the order of Hea- 
ven. 


A ſtate of Wrath muſt neceſſarily 
ſucceed a ſtate of Enmity : for Hea- 
ven can never be a place ſuitable to 
you, it will be as little agreeable to 
you, as your being there will be to 


_ God. Gs 


' 4ly. Thou haſt the beginnings of Heb 
in thee already. L 
Enmity - is a helliſh. Diſpoſition. 


As the. perfeRtion of Love.in Heaven 


is. a part of Heaven's. Happineſs, o 


pazt 


Mar's Enmity to God. 


part of the damned's Miſery, The 
ight of God in Heaven enflames Love 
in Saints, ſo the abſence of God from 
Hell enrageth. Enmity in the Devils 
and damned Spirits. 3 


ly. All thy Enmity will certainly be. 


charged upon thee one day. 

There is a time when all thy aQs 
of Enmity ſhall be ſet in order before 
thee, P/al. 5o. 21. I will ſet them in or- 
der before thee, This is to be under- 
ſtood more Militari, when fin ſhall be 
ſet in rank and file, in bloody array 
againſt thy Soul. Or more Forenſf, 
when they ſhall be ſet in order as fo 
many Inditements for thy Rebellion 
and Treaſon. - What ſadneſs will ſeize 
upon thee at the laſt, when God ſhall 
fix upon thee out of the Croud, and 


point at thee, Luk. 19. 27. But thoſe 


my Enemies which would not that T ſhould 
reien over them, pring hither, and ſlay 
them before me, How ſolemaly will 
he execute every Enemy at the laſt ! 
they ſhall be brought out ſhackled one 


by one, and Chriſt will fit and be- 


hold 
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\ hold it. Lo here,is oneof my Enemies, 


I have found him. out for all -his fair 
hopes of . eſcape. When Men and An- 
gels ſhall ſay, Lo zhis 1s: the man that 
made not God his Strength ; this is 
the Man that ſet up other Gods in his 
heart; that was ſuch a fool-as to think 
his Pleaſure , Riches, Strength , Ho. 
nour, to be his God. - Ah fool with a 
witneſs, to think that a God could be 
of thy own. making ! 
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This is faithful ſaying, and $orthy 
of all acceptation, That Chriſt Jeſus 
;.came into the world to ſave ſanners; i 
of whom I am chief. rh; It) = 
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H E Salvation of Sin- 
Pos + nl pain de- 
_ ſflen of Chriſt's coming © 
5 "the "World: | / | 
ne God © doth often make the thiefef = 
dunes Objetts of his choiceſt Merey. | 4 
For the laſt, That God doth ſo: . 


''r. G od hath formerly made invites - 
Hot ro ſuch, See wins a black Gense- 
ration. 
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ration they were, Ie. wi #- 
of their Sits. They Were Rebels, and. | 
Rebels againſt. him _ had —_ FF 
them, Yer, CY ﬆ:. AL Yd "wad 
brought up.di have rebell4 
; xg __ : re P in this wwe: 5 
than t ; they maſters. if) 
rheftupid Ox, andt Eu A outftript 
them in ingenuity. Verf. 3. The % 
knoweth his owner, and the Aſs his maſter's 
crib ; but Iſrael doth ot kgow, my people i 
doth not coxſider, He calls upon Heayen 


and Earth.to Judge ark yy ey NY 


H als to. Men and A 
Jeb —_— give thejr Tg wes white 
Tg People Foe dhowey: the moſt dif 


iogenuous and yngrarefal People inthe 
World. Or if by Heayens and Earth 


be meant Magiſtrates. and 86:10 
the Prophetick Rylethey are: ſually tas 
ken, G God: then, appeals. to Memſelves, 
to let their own natural. Capſciencey, 
and the common Ingenuity. their Sins | 
had left thera, to.judge between .thegk 
He comes to charge them, wv. 4. - laden 
with iniquity : They: had! ſuch! preat 
weights lying upon. them,,: that, they 
were nor able to fir. ;- Or lady. wihes 
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- #fid Example; as rotter-A 
' the found. ones thae lie neae- 


| em 
They had been incotrigible under 
| Judgrn efhts ; God had' uſed "the! Rod» 
again, and again; but being: there was: 
teformition, | he' was' even weary” of 
| wHippi ing them any longer ; -v.'5. Why 
 fbould ye be ftricken ary more? ye will Fes: 
 20lt more antl niove. - They were alſo {6' 
thiverfally infeQed:,- that there was no 
| ſound part about rheny, "but! #wi > 
' Sores all over, both head” and heat: 
| Were infeQted;; "corrupt! Notions in the' 
one, and corrupt Aﬀetions in te 
| other. 4 
Or if you take it Prophetically, Head 
bgnifles the Chief Magiſtrate ; Heart; 
the Judges ; Feet the common People. 
The Fire which had burne their" Ciries; 
had not conſum'd their Luſts; 'and dried 
"up their Sins; v. 7. Tour conntry # dem 
Ee your cities are buriit with fire, your”. 
land rangers devour it'in your preftacer Ie, Dl 
ak it # deſolate; as overthrown by firams | 
2 gerres 1 


F = - And had 5 it not rem for a. $ Gal © 
emmane ;- [they had ad. as | 
Sodom and Gomorrah, _ NE1F: Set 
vices were polluted, vain, oh an. 
mination to him, v. 13. A-troubl 
him, - his Soul hated them, he was th 
red with them, . 14. for they.came 
with their bloody murtherous hands i 10s 
to-God's preſence. 0; 
Yet' though he juſtly charg'd them. : 
with theſe - horrid Crimes, he: gives. 
them aſſurance of entertainment if 
they would return to him, v. 18. Come” 
now, and let us reaſon together : He would 
condeſcend to debate the Caſe with: - 
them, when one would have chonghy 
he ſhould have ſaid, PI have nothin 
to do with .ſuch a Crew. as they ; God; 
loves to-diſcourſe with Men about this. 
Argument of Pardon ; and he loves that 
Men ſhould hear him ſpeak concerning | 
' it, He would diſpute them out of their. 
Sins, into good and right .apprehenſions 
of his Mercy. | 


So 1/a. 31.6. Turn ye unto Jon Go 4x 


whom the childrn of I{rael have deeply. 
revolred. Revolted, there is theip: Sin ; 
deeply, | there's the "ASgravanugt of i RE | 
an 


| ard being alſo Children of Woalya 


; : hadft never- na'd: 


wk Coles Ki: 


Th People -of 'much; Mercy, a 


" there's another aggravation; yer turn 


1 are wo againſt whom you have thus 
an" | 
+ The great 'ObjeQion of a Penitont is, 
1 have fidned,” and 1 know not whether 


4 God will receive me : Conſider, God 
' knows thy Sin better than thou doſt, 


i pe he kindly:calls to thee, and 
thee as a reception. asf thou 


i S0 Fer: 3. be They 1, If « mas put 4- 

. way his wife, and. ſbe. go. from bim, and 
become another mar's, (ball be return unto 
' ber' apain'? ſbalt not "that land be great hy 
polluted ? But tho haſt play d the haviot 
|. with dovers, yet return againto me, 
| ſeth the Lord. Though thou haft been 
a commen” Whore, and made all Com- 
ers, every Idol welcome, and been: 
in league with many Sins-;--yet/ upon 
thy returg/T'll own thee; and. theſe are 
I | nw S warrants for SNCOUrSAjarien. 


2% God bath given Examples of it tn 
Scripture. - Adam, the Ring-leader of all 
Rebellions of 6 "P che wen 


hed % 
OY 
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Chiefeſt $inners Objefts 
had the promiſe of the Seed of the-Wa- | 
man-to break the Serpents head-madg | 
to:bim-: And in the Genealogy of Chriſt, | 
is.ca]ÞPd the:Sonof God, Take 3« 38.:60t | 
only in reſpe& of Creation, for ſ{b'the- | 
Devil is the. Son of -Gad:; but-ig a 
nearer relation, Yet all hae ety 1 
Wickednefs which has: overflow'd the 
World fince the Fall, ſprung out of his 
Loyns. Nay, Abraham, the Father of - 
the Faithful, was probably; an Jdolater - 
in Uy of the Caldees, and a Workhippes 
were, Foſh. 24.2. yet-Gqod m | 


$& 
rticular Covenant svith this Man,.pre+ 
: nes him with'a richer Aft of Gray 
5 than any inthe World beſides him had; 
E- even that the Mef#2b , the great Re: 
b-. deemer of; the World, ſhonld com 
from his: Seed ; This man'/is fet vpas 
. the pattern of Faith-to-otheps; and biy ||. 
Boſome ſeems ta be 2 great--receptacle 
of Saints /in-glory, Lxk.16. 22; 23; if 
 rael's Sins were as a thick Cloud, 'y& EY 
this powerful Sun did melt them. J/a, | 
P25, olga ed xrovbd ff 
ceoua' thy tranſarefſ/10ns ,. 4u8. 415 to, 
ty 'fug. A tullen: bing cringe 
Rog nf Yi Ws Toon 


= 


IS t | 1s an; n Eminent _ amp i 
= : — His ſtory, 2 Ch: ©-33- 


Þþ i mM ſents Hit" as black ds'a Devil? x 
the” agyravetions 'of ' his 'Sin he 
| confider'd.”” 


vt, "Twas againſt knowledge. He had ; a 
-Y pow Education under a clipious Fa- 
' an Education uſually leaves ſome 
| tinQtares and imprefſions of Religion, 
_ Þ Nodovubtbut the Infttuctions his Father 
 Heeekiah Had taught him, and' rhe'ex- 

$ ry holineſs he had "Ren'in ' him 
-F- were ſometimes awakened in mettio- 
'1' v, and recoil'd upon his Cotiſcience. 
ÞN ' 2; His Place and Station, a: King : 
þ Fins of - King's are like heir Robes, 


more” Searlet- and Crimſon than t 2. 


| Sins of a Peaſant. Their Example 


| Þ ally infeQs their Subjetts, Apr abi 


' nor wut their Attendance in their 


: incl , and Recreations, fo neither | 
'' ir Vic | 


cs and He BER [Had F 
| one Fs "Re or at Iao Larry: * E 
I Found Ref Void > of the Hoſt of Hea- 
| ranges 29: by ſucceſſion- _ 
7 B4q. 


ift't 


E; 


2. 


[” Chiefeſt: Sinners, ObjeFts 


{ma as an Offerings 
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bis Forhons and. the [dols ſet:up to-his . 

nd, the continuance of them n had. | 
-of ſin, becauſe - more; of 't 
But he built again-;thoſe.. High Places | 
and Altars to Idols affer they. had og 7 
broken down; v. 3. and daſh'd in pieces 

that Reformation his Father had:.com; 
P_— 


+ 


Afronting God to. his very face 
He v2 Re up his Idols, -: as it;were't9; 
God, and F vilt Altars.jn.rhe Houle. 
the Lord, and-in the-two > heyy 
"Temple, whereof God had faid-hew 
have bis Nang there for ever;.-v..4.4, | 
7-;He brought in all the Stars of Lp i 
ven to be ſharers in that Worſhip which 
was. only due to. the God. of Heaven 
What, could he find. no other. place for 
his Idols, but 40 this very. Temple of 
God ? Ya! \ God be. caſt [088 Gul 
Houſe, to make room for. Bal? 'Y 
5. Murther..; Perhaps.-of- his, Chil þ 
dren, which he cauſed to palkichrov b 
4g bis 1dol, vt 
t may be ir was only fly purificatioq, - 
t he had the-guilt of much inoogent || 
Blood: upon; him; the ſtreams. wheted I 
Tan down. in ©very: 'PArg; of che! 


ib Coiceſ — 
x Kings 2T1+:16.- Moreover 


F275 Dfts # is JEL vv 
1:96! Covenant wich the Devil: He us'd 
Enchantments ,- and” Witchcraft; and 


; | dealtwith a Familiar Spirit, . 6. yea 


I Spirits: and Wizards in / the: 'pl 
FPIL: 


enly. lead.the People: by his od 
but compelFd. —— | = 
 2Chron. 33.9. So Maieſſe made Jud 
| and the inhabitants of 4 


be had-acquaintance with' more: Devils 


than one; and dealt with: Fa iar. 


19. Fs dther mens Gs He: 


Comms 


20877. 5 
amd to do worſe than the: Heathen God: had 


rooted - ont. to make room. for + _ 


Hereby be. contraQted [the _ of the 


| whale Nation upon hitmſel 


B.; Obftintey © growers kn 
e Kings 21.70; God ſpake to him-and 
his/People , but they would-not- hear: 


ken, or alter their courſe... ,: 


9: Continuance in it. He' aſcended 
the Throne young, at-12 years 1d;"v.T. 
Papas, ow long he continued in 


this Sin. Tornielns thinks /1:5 years: 
a $ WV ; | Belar- —_ 


Manaſſeh: ſhed. 
' jantacent blovd very much, till he: filled Fes: 
{+ raſalem with blood from one end 20' the 


«i? 


crinaſon 
Quilts gy) 


hab, v. 5. the Harlot of Ferdchs. 


Gackkigo.years; reckon | 
Ing har 5 years of his after his Re. 
ftauration. - $3 TJ Batt us TY | 
'What a world of Sin, and aggravia | 
Gians-6f it; . were there $6008 Moat 
quot rio ag /08 219; HaF 
alegh: 
wy The Pack infer Claiftence; ſeems 
t0-: intimate (this; God :mighr: 
kepti the: 'Stock ,/ 'whente Chriſt: dſt | 
cended according to the Fleſh;p-pure;] | 
and free from being tainted with any 
odtorious Crimes; nap 
dyc even: 'tham;j-1:05 119 
\. There-are no: Wome reckan'd u 
bus fach as Ui | 
oofeneſs, Mam - 
p45 7 amar who play'd the barlot-with |} | 
Judah her: Bather-in-Jaw; Gew. A jr ar 
7.$- a Gentile , and a Modbiteſs ;. the 
Root. of whole: Generation was'\Lo's i 
by inceſt with his own Daughter. 
ba, v..6. David's Adultereſs, He 
-theſe repenting Sinners, out: of 
whoſe Loyns Chriſt was to/.come, | that 
the greateſt Sinners might norbo ul 
ta-comp-to' hum, we FY : T 
5 


of Giceſ ioaer F\ 


\ Wes-Devid,. whole-Son our- Saviour 
1 is call'd, much better ?  'Tis true, be 
"7 | was 8048 after God's own, heart, but 
_ | yet very aatorious for that *p of Mus 
ther and Adultery, and with more 
gravating Circumſtances than alal7 
are met with in Atts of the like nature, 
2 Saw. 17, 34h was a godly An, and 
bad. a ſenſe; of- the Condicion af the 
» | Church and' Nation whereof /he was a 
- | Member, v.13. and ſuch a Map's Bed 
' ÞF David is.not only content to defile, but 
| be pullutes his Soul with druakenngds, 
| % 13, lays Snares for.his Life, ND 
8 manly, but fy and tr 
ger; for while-he doth careſs kim, and 
ow him a fair countenance 19 this Pg- 
thee, Ne Grew Up ſecret IaftruQtions to 
fol to ord ano ti ack, that Z/rich 
t. be thruſt into bis Grave, 
nakes him-che Poſt to carry the' Com- 
| mifien for' his own. death, 244:1.5, 16, 
. After all this: he hath. no'remorſe when 
he hears of the loſs of {o godly and va- 
 lant a man, but wipes his mouth; and 
ſweeps all the: dirt to the door af Provi- 
dence, v.25. Now Chrilt's Stock be- 


| ng thus tainted, was methioks ag evi 
Genes 


RT Ons ear anus = os OA tO A OE INES. as W74E G4 © TES0 
AER, bo Bot adal Bag DRE > Le lb, UII Et EY han Inte 
4 35S baregt? Bape na or ie OT, IS; Ws 4.49 Mt td. * 
>Np-+ Oe OO Fore ES 
: 166 3 s. xu67 , - 


S F 4 - \ RO pe nad PEER by. s Es - FER EF: 4 V5 
Fs» © es Oo SE ER FL EEE NE 3 on HO 2 "i . þ 34g 1 | K 
C LE es bo IP B97 ITT OS ESR: * A807 SSR Gaſt es. ; } y : : x : PER Ka 
” oF : F ; \ " Ss C7: 
x . \ % 2 "Is 
- ' \ #2 b5 
* . i vs 
p a by me on / , 
= Pp , 
- . e . . > LON" * 
. 


dence that- Peniterts; though before of | 
the greateft' pollutions, might -be » wel : 
_ eometo him, - And that as he pickr out | 
fich'out of whoſe Loyns to at fo | | 
he would pick out ſuch allo in whoſe }. | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

{ 


Th: 


heargs to reſide.” q 
he Twat Chriſt's « employment in- the 
world fo court and gain ſach kind of Creis 
erures.” The firſt thing he did; while ig 
the Manger, was to ſnarch ſome of the 
Devil's Prophets out of his Service, and 
take them into his own, Matth;2.1, 

\ fome of the Magi; who' were Altrole: 
gers and 1dolaters. -. When he fled from 
Heyoil's Cruelty, he choſe £9pt,: the 
moſt Tdolatrous Country in the/ world, 
for his SanQtuary'; a Place where the | 
People worſhipp'd Oxen , Crocodiles, || 
Cats, Garlick, patide Numin, all kind. 
of Riff-raff, to ſhow, © that he- ofcen 
comes'to ſojourh i inthe blackeſt 

The firſt” People: he' took care to- 
preach to, were the 'Seamen, which 
uſually are the rudeſt', and moſt de-. 
bauch'd' fort of men, as:gaioin "the 

-Vices,' as well as the '"Commoditi 
thoſe Nations they traffick wich, Meth, 


4+ 15- 


z 
» 
S | | 
7 OV7Y 


IOrance.s 


"Ss 


that he muſt needs go out of his way to 
convert? a Harlot, Jobs 4.18. an Ido» 
hater, for the Samaritans had. a mixr 
Worſhip, a Linſey-woolſey Religion, 
and upon that account were hatet 40 
if | 5h the 


ph lice? atid i ot oaly fo, wir ict | 
Preacher of the Gofpet ro her Neigh | 
bours 3 5 V. 29. Is" not this the Chrij 70 
and an' Inſtrument to condudt them rg | | 
hit, "Come, /ce a man which role” me il 
rhing s, "&c. By 
"Was wy more finutted than Mis 
Me odalen ? ſeven Devils would make 
ker ſaory to purpoſe, and fo, many dl , 
Chriſt caft ont of her, Mark 16. 9. No 
when' Jeſus wat riſes early the frfand fl 
the week, he appear*d firſt to-Mary Mik 
datex, out of whom he caft ſeven”De 
_ This Iuftful Devil he turns into? 
Ding Saint. 


har was that Canaanitiſh Woman, | 


why had ſo powerful a Faith infus'd 
One ſprung of a curſed Stock, haretul 
' toGod, rooted out of the pleaſant Land, 
2 Dog, not a Child 3 ſhe comes a Dog, 


but returns-a Child ; Chriſt made his } | 


Crab in a Wilderneſs to bring fort. 
Fruit, even'the beſt that Heaven 
afford ; - vz2. the Fruit of Faith : 


larger and Vetter bunches of it, * xl 
| rhat 


_ 


| ade Naz a inners 
Heaven by violence; while! the pron 
| Rbaiotes loſe ut by their own righteoufe 
nels.” Scribes and Dviters 
vids in, the) Chair; while Hartos-com- 
 mence Saints\ from the-Stows;, Wand. che 
| Qhile Tong: a -Convert on". <e 
Croks, 269 2 1093f] $141: 9 
Ti! "Sinde thee Shs but one that! is tis : 
| own perſon he converted, afteFhe went 
to Heaven, What was he ? One that 
| had: breathed\ ont rs aw thieat- 
| wings againſt the Church, Ads: 9. p.\\ 'To 
 O6fo,. Was as: common:with him; and 
' tatural to bim, -as to Tack. in| Air; and 
| breathe it-out again; This Man gatlops 
idg:to Helbasi faſt as his mad rage arid 
| pafion could carry:bim, he ſtops in his 
F £rcer;; ordains''a Preacher of 4 Perſe+ 
"or: ; # gives bim as. large VOaes 
$ ion, 
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tes..for he! makes him gore. feſt | 
pe rev poporephgs a þ 
ber Boggs: and - Miry: Places ud ' 
Chriſt drain, and.make fruitful-Gai | 
dens? -, What, barren and :thorry. Wit 
derneſſes did he change into: pleaſant 
Paradiſes?- He:made: Subje&s of--Ven- I 
eance Objects of Merey : He told:-the 
M oman of -Sah#ariz; who lived inforni- 
. cation, that he was the Meſſiah; Joh.4; | 
25; The woman ſaith. to. him, 1 know thu | 
Meſfs.es cometh, -which is at 4 Chriſt's i 
ſus ſaith unto her, 1 that ſpeak unto'thit, 
«am he ; which he never diſcoverd't 
the Self-righteous Phariſees, nor indeed &} 
inſo "many words to his OP F 
Peter*s,confeſſion of him. iris. 


e.. The C onmiſſion Chriſt gave. to C 
41 poſtles, was to the purpoſe : 1 IS. 

"He bids. them proclaim the. Promif 
free to all; Merk 16.15. Go ye into d 
the world, 2nd preach the Goſpel to eve 
0 creature: Al the World; :every Crets || 
= ture.. He. ptit no Ge i berweetl 
=... mea-1n this reſpet, though you" meet || 
| Wy them 1n the leech Gar "_ 'F 

| evils, 
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of Chviceſt Mereje 1 ; 
Devils, never ſo wicked, never ſo abo- 


tninable ; as long as they are Creatures, 
zeach out the Cup of Salvation tocthem, 
if they will drink; oper the Treafures 
of Grace to them, if they will receive 
them; indent with them for nothin 

bur Faith for Juſtification, and Profel: 


| fion of it for rheir Salvation: 


- This Commiſſion is ſet out by the 
Parable of a King , commanditig his 


| Servants to fetch the Maim'd, Halt 
| ahd Blind, with their Wounds , Sores 


||| and Tofirmities about them , Lake x4. 


& 2r, 23. Bring in hither the Poor, and 
| the Maim*d ; and the Halt, and the 

Þ& Blind. Yea, and go out into the High- 
ways, and Hedges, and thoſe-loath- 

| fome Perſons, thoſe dregs of Mankind, 
which you ſhall find ſwarming with 

| Yermin, and loufing themſelves under 
every .Hedge, bring them in; if they 


pretend their Rags and Naſtineſs as un- 
uitable to My Rank and Quality, com- 
pelthem, force them againſt their own 
natural Inclinations and doubts, that 


ty Houſe may be fill'd. God will have. 


| Heaven fill'd with fuch , when Self- 


pF 


righteous Perſons refuſe him. When 
4 Wo you 


a. 


, FO 4, RE Rn PD ad. 6 Lat oe. bo bt 48 bd» il os ts 
/ Ee 5 wu” 
"Chief 8 Sinner 0bjefis | 


you come to Heaven, to fic down with I 
Abraham, Iſaac, and. Facob, you'll find | 


ſome, and a great many ,- that:were -£- 
once as filthy -morally, as theſe Hedg: " 


birds were naturally, who had once as 
many Luſts creeping about them, as 
there were Frogs in Agypt., © 
Such a Compulfion as this ſpoken of 
there was in the Primitive Times by the 


+ —orohg Power of the- Spirit of Grace. * Two. 
uk. 14, 


23. 


Stage-players, that in their ating ſcok | 
fed at the Chriſtian Religon, were con- 
verted, and prov'd Martyrs ; one under 
Dioclefs an, the other under Julian. | 


6. The prattice of the Spirit afta 
Chriff s feenh ion, to lay hold of Joc 
Perſons. 


1. Some out of the worſt Families.in 
the World: One out of 'Herod's, Ads 
x3.1. Now there were in the Church 
that was at Artioch, certain Prophets, || 


and Teachers, as Barnabas, and Simeon | 


that was call'd Nj cer, and Lucius of Cy | 

ped -and Manaen,  obich had been brought 
with Herod the Tetrarch and'Sanl, Ev | 
er Herod MS, who derided Chriſt F 

before £ 


bees Ed OE, IS eh ria] 


",  -» of Choceſt Mercy. I 
' | before Pilate; or Ferod Agripps, who | 


- put James to death; which of theſe 


8. Herods it was, *twas not likely: that in 
\fuch' a Family he ſhould ſuck in any - 
- \ Principles advantageous to the Chriſts- 


.an' Religion : For. being brought up. 


JS with him, he was either his Play-fellow 
' when youngs or his Confident when 

T _”_ up; yet out of this Family of 
t 


is wicked Prince he calls out one, to 


 B make notonly an Objett of his Mercy, 


'but an Inſtrument of it to others, con- 
trary to the force of Education, which. 
uſually roots bad Principles deep in the 


heart. ?Tis likely to this intent the 
Holy Ghoſt takes particular notice of 
| 'the Place of Manzer's Education, when - 


the Families, where the reſt nam'd with 


| him were bred up, are not mentioned ; 

FF Some rude and rough Stones were ta- 
KB ken out of Nero's Palace; :ſome that 
were.Servants to the moſt abominable 


Þ Tyrant, and the greateſt- Monſter of 


\ Mankind ; one that ſet Roxze on fire, 
| andplay'd on his Harp while the flames 
' were crackling about the City ; ript up 


his Mother's Belly to ſee the place where 


: he lay ; would any of che Civiller fore 
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of Mankind be' Attendants upon fuch a. 
Devil ? yer ſome of this Monſter's Ser- 
vants became Saints.  Phil.4. 22. All 
the Saints ſalute you, chiefly they that 
are of Cefar*s hoaſhold : To hear of Saints 
tn Nero's Family, is as great a Prodigy, 
xs to hear of Saints in Hell. - God be 


fore had promiſed his Grace to Agypr, | 


the. moſt Idolatrous Country ; there 
God would have an Altar erected, 
Ia. 19. 18,19, 20. In that day ſhall five 
Cities. in the Land of Agypt ſpeak the 
language of Canaan, and ſwear to the Lord 
of hoſts; in that day (hall there be an altar 
fo the Lord in the midſt of the land of 
Azypt. And: mdeed the Goſpel was | 
famous in Zgypr, both at the Chriſtian I 
School at Alexandria, and for many it 
mous Lights. | 326 3 
2. Some of the worſt Vires. | 
Epheſians were as bad as any, ſuelt 
_ that Paul calls darknefs it ſelf ; Eph. 5: 
8. For ye were ſometimes darkneſs : There 
was not only an Eclipſe, or a dark Mask 
upon them, but they were:chang'd into 
the very nature-of Night. Great Ido- 
kters; the Temple of Diana adar'd, and 
reſorted 'to- by all 4f, and the: whole 
f q 


World, was in that City, As rg. 27. 
That the Temple of the great Goddeſs 
Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and her Mag- 
nificence ſhould be deſtroy'd, whom af 
| Aſia, and the world worſhipperh. And 
' they cry up this Statue they pretended 


| fell down from Fupirer, above Chrilt, - 
who was preached by Paul *. They * plin. t6. 
were given to Magick, and other Dia- 5: <2. 36- 


bolical Arts; yet many of theſe were 
' weaned from their Idol, and their Ma- 
pick, and of darkneſs were made light 
_ tntheLord ; which is more than if you 
ſaw a black piece of Pitch chang'd mo 
. aclear piece of Cryſtal, or a Stone af. 
God into the nature of a glittering 
tar. | | 
' | Take a view of another Corporation 
at Corinth of as filthy Perſons as ever 
you heard of, x Cor. 6. 11, _ ſuch were 
 fome of you. Aﬀeer he had drawn out 
a Catalogue of their Sins againſt the 
light of Nature, and made the enume- 
ration ſo perfe&, that very little can be 


added. He adds, ſuch were ſome of you. 


Not all, but ſome. Bu# you are weſb'd, 
&c, Not wirw, ſuch Sinners ; bur 


Taimz, ſuch Sins. Perſons not only 
' ES oy te J *- Comes 
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committing ſome few aUts of them, but 
ſo habituated in them, that they ſeemed 
metamorphoſed into the very nature of 
theſe Sins themſelves ; ſo that they 
were become the very Dirt, Mud, and 
Rubbiſh of Hell. Yet you ſee De- 
vils he-really turn'd into Angels of. 
light. TH | 

| . Well then, how many flinty Rocks | 
has God diſſoly*d into a ſtream of Tears? 
How:many hard hearts has he madeto i} 
bleed, and. melt ? That which is now 

ary Gold, has been earthy, and pol 
RY I [GE 


T ſhall only add this to the whole. 
Great Sins are made preparations by 
God to ſome mens Converſion, not in 
their own nature, that's impoſlible; _ 
but by the wiſe diſpoſal of God, which 
Mr. Burges illuſtrates thus ;. As a Child 
whoſe Coat is but a little dirty, has it 
not preſently waſh'd ; but: when: be 
comes to fall over head and ears in the 
. mire, *cis taken off, and wafh'd imme- 
diately ; - the - Child might- have gone - 
_- many a day with a little dirt, had not 
tuctr an Accident happen'd, | : 


Peter 


of Choiceſt Mercy, | 
Peter might have had .his proud and 
vain-glorious Humour ſtill, had he not 
fell ſo foully in the denial of his Maſter ; 

- but when he fell into the Jakes, and 
' Puddle, #t promotes his Converſion : 
For ſo Chriſt calls it, Luke 22. 32. And 
when thou art converted, ftrengthen thy 
. brethren ; 'twas Converſion in a new 

S Edition; and you do not: find him in 

the ſame boaſting vanity again. 

.- David's falling into the Sin of Mur- 
ther and Adultery, - is the occaſion of 
the ranſacking his Soul, which you find 

. him not ſo hot about another time: 
He digs all about to the very Root, P/al. 
51. 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in fin did my mother conceive me. This 

| Sin had ftirr'd and rak'd up all the mud 
in his heart, and made him fee himſelf 


| an abominable Creature : Therefore, 


v. 9. he deſires God to hide his face from 
is fins; he was ſo loathſome, he would 


not have any one look upon him ; (fling 
all this mud out of my Soul), and prays 


more earneſtly for a new heart, and a 
right ſpirit. So when a wicked man 
falls into ſome grievous fin, which his 


| Conlcience frowns upon him, and 


C 4 laſhes 


23 


Zo 


24 


Chiefeſt Sinners Objefls 


laſhes him for, he looks out for a ſhel. 
ter, which in all his peaceable wicked. 
{s he never did, | 


2. Why God doth chufe the greatef Sin 
mers, and let his Ele& run on jo far in fig 
before he turns them. | 


x. There i a paſſive diſpoſition in the 


greateſt Sinners, more than in moral or 
Jager Piejone men, to ſee their need + Be. 
e they have not any felf-righteoub || 


CAau 


neſs to boaſt of. Man's blameleſs out- 


. - ward carriage and freedom from the 


common Sins of the Times and Places 
wherein they live, many times provess {| 
ſnare of death to them, and makes them 
more cold and faint towards Chriſt; 
Becauſe they poſſeſs themſelves with 
imaginations, that Chrift cannot but 
look upon them, though they never fo 
much as ſer their faces toward him. 
And becauſe they are not drencht in 
ſuch Villanies as others are, their Cons 
ſciences lit quiet under this moral Car- 
riage, and gauls them not by any ſelf- 
refleQtions ; Therefore when the Threat- 
nings of the Law are denounc'd agna8 
c 


of Choiceſs Mercy. . 


ſuch and ſuch Sins, theſe men wipe 
their mouths, being untainted from 
thoſe Sins that are thus cursd, and 
vainly glory in their gay and gawdy 
Plumes, and bleſs God with the Pheri- 


fee, that they are not Sinners of-ſuch a © 


Scarlet dye, and that they do ſuch and 
ſuch Duties, and fo go on without fee- 
ing a neceſficy of the new Birth ; and 
by this means the ſtrength of Sin is mors 


| compatted and condens'd in them. 


Superſtitious and formal men are 
hardly reduc'd to their right Wits ; 
\ Partly becauſe of a defeRt in Reaſon, 
from whence thoſe Extravagancies a- 
| riſe; and partly becauſe thoſe falſe ha- 
bits and ſpirit of error poſſeſſing their 
Faculties, they -are incapable of more 
- generous impreſſions : Beſides, they 
are mare tenacious of the Opinions they 
have ſuckt in, which have got the em- 
- pire and command over their Souls; 
uch miſguided Zeal fortifies men a- 
- gainſt propoſals of Grace, and-faftens 
them in a more obftinate inflexibleneſs 
'to any converting-motions, This ſelf- 
righteous Temper is like an exter- 
nal heat got into the Body, which pro- 
mn. | duceth 


Chiefeft Sinners Objefls > 
duceth an He&ick-Fever, and is not ex 


fily perceived till it be incurable ; and na- |} 


curally 'tis a harder matter to part with 
_ Self-righteouſneſs , than to part with 
groſs Sins : for that is more deeply root- 
ed upon the. ſtock of Self love, a' Pritte 


ciple which departs not from us with- | 


out our very Nature: It hath more Ar. 
guments to plead for it; It hath natural: 

Conſcience a Patron of it. Whereasa 
great Sinner ſtands ſpeechleſs at Re- 
proofs, and a faithful Monitor has a 


good Second and Correſpondent of as: - | 
tural: Conſcience within a man's own | 
breaſt. It was not the groſs Sins of the | 


Fews againſt the light of Nature, io - 
much as the. eſtabliſhing the Idol of 
their own Righteouſneſs, that was the, 
block to hiader them from ſubmitting 


to the Righteouſneſs of God , Rom. £ 


IO. 3. | 
Ciuift came to his own, and his 

own received him not, Jobs 1. 11. 
Thoſe that ſeem to have his peculiar - 
ſtamp and mark upon them, that had 
their heads in Heaven by ſome kind of 


. reſemblance to God in Moral Righte- 


auſneſs, being undefiled with the com- 


of Choiceſt Ferey. 


' received him not, when Publicans and 
Harlots got the ſtart'of them, and run 
before them, to catch hold of the teq- 
| ders of grace, Matth. 21.31. Publicans 
aud barlots go into the kingdom of heaven 


1 before you. Juſt as Travellers that have 
 loyter*d away their time in an Alehouſe, - 


s 


| being ſenſible how the darkneſs of th 
night creeps upon them, ſpur on, a 
outſtrip.thoſe that were many Miles on 
their way, and get to their Stage before 


& them. So theſe Publicans and Harlots 


-Þ which were at a great diſtance from 


| Heaven, arriv'd there before thoſe, wh 
'Þ like the Young man were not far © 
Som It-- - | | | 

Great Sinners are more. eaſily con- 
vinced of the notorious wickedneſs of 
their Lives ; and refleAing upon them- 
ſelves becauſe of their horrid Crimes 
againſt the light of Nature, are more 
inclinable to endeavour an eſcape from 
the. Devil's {avery, and are frighted 
and ſhaken by their- Conſciences into a 


compliance with the Dofrine of Re- 


j demption ; whereas thoſe that do hy 
nature the things contained in the Law, 
©, 6g : : | ; are- 


= 
mon Pollutions of. the World : Theſe - 
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are ſo much a Law to themſelves, that 
*is difficult to perſuade them of the ne- 
ceffiry of conforming to another Law, 
and to part with this Self-law in thatter 
of Juſtification, As Metals of the no- 
bleſt fuabſtance are hardeſt co be poliſh'd 
fo Men of the moſt generous, natural - 
and moral Endowments, are more dif- 
ficultly argued intoa ftate of Chriſtianj 
ty, than thoſe of more drofſy Converls- 
tions. Caffianus ſpeaks very perempto- 
rily- in this caſe ; Frequenter vidimu 
ae frigidis © Carnalibus ad Spiritual 
vals fervorem de lepiars &. animalibus 
aAKNquan W 

2. To fhew the inſufficiency of Nature 
to ſuch a work as Converſion is, that men 
may not fall down, and Idolize their 
own Wit and Power. A change from 
As of Sin to Moral Duties, may be 
done by a natural ſtrength, and the pre- 
valency of natural Conſcience : For the 
very ſame Motives which led to Sin, a1 
Education, Intereſt, Profit, may upon 
a change of Circumſtances, guide men 
to an outward Morality ;- but a changs 
to the contrary Grace is ſupernatural. 


Two 
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_ Two things are certain in Nature. 


1. Natural Inclinations never change, 
but by ſome ſuperior Virtue, A Load- 


- ſtone will not ceaſe to draw Iron, while 


that attrative quality remains in it. 


The Wolf can never love the Lamb, 
nor the Lamb the Wolf ; nothing bus 


muſt aQ ſuitably to its Nature. Water 
cannot but moilten, Fire cannot but 


| burn. So likewiſe the Corrupt Nature 


of Man being poſfſeft with an invincible 
contrariety. and enmity to God , will 
never ſuffer him to comply with God. 


And the Inclinations of a Sinner to fin 


being more ſtrengthen'd by the frequen- 


cy of ſinful AQts, have as great a power 
over him, and-as natural to him, as any 
Qualities are to natural Agents, And 
being ſtronger than any Sympathics in 
the World, cannot by a man's own 
power, or the power of any other Na- 
ture equal to it, be curn'd into a con- 


_ rrary Channel. 


2. Nothing can att beyond its own Prin- 
ciple and Nature. Nothing in the 
World can raiſe it ſelf co a higher rank 


of 


P 
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of being, than that which Nature hath | 
plac'd it-it; A Spark cannot make it | 
ſelf a Star, though it mount a little up 
to Heaven ; nor a Plant endue it ſelf 
with Senſe, nor a Beaſt adorn. it ſelf 
with Reaſon : Nor a Man make himſelf 
an Angel. Thorns:cannot bring forth 


- Grapes, nor Thiſtles produce Figs ; be. 


cauſe ſuch Fruits are above the Nature 


of thoſe- Plants: So neither can owr |- 
Corrupt Nature- bring forth Grace, | 
which is a Fruit above it: Effects nou 
excedit Virtutem ſue cauſe : Grace 1s 
more excellent than Nature, therefore 
cannot be the Fruit of Natore. 'Tis 
Chriſt's Concluſion, Marth. 12:3 3, 34. 
How can you, being evil, ſpeak good things? 

ot ſo much as the buds and bloſſoms 
of Words, much leſs the fruit of AQi- 
ons. They can no more —_ their 
Natures, .than a Viper can- caſhier his 


Poyſon. Now though this I have ſaid | 
be true, - yet there 1s nothing Man does 
more affe&t in the World than a felt ' 
ſufficiency, and an independency upon 
any other. Power but his own. This Tem- 
per 15 as much riveted in his Nature, 

as any other falſe Principle whatſoever: | 


For |} 


Fo 
be, 


ed to his Nature : For it was 
thing diſcover'd in Man at his Fall ; he 
would be as God, independent upon 
| him. Now God, to eroſs this Principle, 
Fuffers his EleQ, like Lezere,- to lie in 
the Grave; till they tink, that there 
may be no excuſe to aſcribe their Re- 
-furreftion to their own Power. If. a 


| Oy uvy ory WW 7 Gd.) 4 


\ , of Choiceſt Mercy. 4 
| For Man does derive it from his firſt 


« 


Parents, as the prime Legacy 4s 9p 
t , 


e firft 


| putrified rotten Carcaſs ſhould be 
brought to life, it could never” be 


thoughe that it inſpir'd it ſelf with that 
| ative Principle. God lets men run on 
Þo far in ſin, that they do unman them- 
elves, that he may proclaim to all the 
World, that we are umable to do any 


thing of our ſelves at firſt cowards our 


recovery, without a ſuperior Principle. 
\ The evidence of which will appear if 
we conſider, 


1. Max's ſubjetion under fin; He is 


"| fold under fin, Rom. 7.14. and brought 


| into captivity to the law of ſin, v. 23. 


law of ſin, that ſin ſeems to have a legal . 
authority over him; and man 1s not 


"only a Slave to one ſin, but divers, Te. 


I, 3. 
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t. 3: fervine divers laſts. Now whai | 


.a man is ſold under the power of 


_ thouſand Luſts; every one of which : 


hath an abſolute tyranny over him, and 
rules him as a Sovereign by a Law; 
When a matt is thus bound by authou. || 
ſand Laws; a thouſand Cords and Fet. 

ters, and carried whither his Lorks Þ 
pleaſe, againſt the ditates of his own 


Conſcience, and. force of natural light; K 


can any man imagine, that his own 


. 


power can reſcue him from the ſtrength 
of theſe Maſters that claim ſuch a right 


to him, and keep ſuch a force upai | 


him, and have ſo often baffled his own | 
ſtrength, when he offer'd to turn head FF 
againſt them. -.- 
2. Mans affedion to them. . He doth 
not only ſerve them, but he ſerves 
them and every one of them with de- 
light, Tz. 3. 3. And pleaſares. 
were all Pleaſures, as well as Lufts; 
Friends, as well as Lords. Will any 
man leave his Voluptuouſneſs, and ſuch * 
ſins that pleaſe and flatter his Fleſh? 
will a man ever endeavour to run awa 
from thoſe Lords which he ſerves wit 
afteQion? having as much delight in 


They | 


Crooked one. 


| blind, give himſelf Eyes. 
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© Devil hath in binding him. - | 


Therefore when you ſee a man caſt, 


away his Pleaſures, deprive himſelf of 


thoſe Contentments to which his Soul 


| was once knit, and wallt in Paths cen- 
| trary to Corrupt Nature, you may 


ſearch for the cauſe any-where, rather 


than in Nature it ſelf, ne. - 
No piece of dirty muddy. Clay can 


form it ſelf into a neat and handſome 


"Veſſel; no plain piece of Timber can 


fit it ſelf for the Building, much leſs a. 
Nor a man that 1s born 


. . God deals with men in this caſe, As 
| he did with Abraham. 
give 1/azc, while Sarah's Womb in a na- 


He would: not 


tural probability might have born him; 


| But when ler Womb was dead, .and 


Age -had .taken away all natural 
ſtrength of Conception, then God 
gives him; that it might appear, that 


| - he was not a Child of Nature, bur a 


Child of Promile. 
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"I have been the larger on theſecws.. 


- Heads (which I Salts rather as things 


premiſed, than Reaſons) becauſe thele |, 
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 twoPrinciples of common Honeſty, ard 
Self-ſufficiency , are the great impedi- 
- ments to Converſion, and natural to. 
moſt men, © | 


3: '3. God doth this for his own Glory, 
His - | 
1. 7x. Patjence. ne; 
We wettder when we ſee a notorious 
Sinner, how God can let his Thunders 
lie ſtill by him, and his Sword ruſt in 
his Sheath. And indeed when ſuch are 
converted, they wonder themſelves, 
that God did not draw his Sword out, 
and pierce their Bowels, -or ſhoot one of 
his Arrows into their hearts all this 
while. be barns 
: But God by fuch a forbearance ſhews 
himſelf co be God indeed, and ſome. 
thing in this A& infinitely above ſachs 
weak Creature as Man is, Hoſea 11.9. 
I will wot execute the fierceneſs of mine an. i 
ger, 1will not return to deſtroy. Ephraim; | 
9 for I am God,. and not man. 0. 
a? ' When God had reckon'd up theit | 
fins before, and they mighr have'ex* | 
pected the Sentence, after the reading . 
the Charge; God tells them, he woulg 


"up Chinſ Mercy.” 


[hot hot defhor then, he would riot execute 
becauſe he was God. 
| rg 7 Broome 4 Cod, he conld-noe 
hep bimfelf: from Pouring out a juſt 
Vengeance upon \them;- -If a man did 
inherit alt the\ Meckneſs' of all the An- 
Lo and all the Men thatever were in 
e World;” he could not be alle to bear 
with patience: the Extravag es and 
Tnjuries Jone in tle World the Troy of 
. bne day: Forinone-but a' God; 2, e. one 
f them.» long- ſuffering; cart bear with 


-Not-a Sin 7's In the World: be- 
| fore the' coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, 
"Vue was a Cotnmendatory Letter of 
| Gad's forbearance ,” Row. 3:24. To de- 
thre his rghteouſme / for the remiſſion of 
ſins that are'paſt, throiigh the forbearance 
LS God; Atid' not a fin paſt-before'the 

Ro Chriſt" 'ints' the Soul; bir 

e ſaine teſtimony, nd: bears the 
' Tame eoboberp And'the greater number 
' bf i ins, and great ſins are paſt; the more 
| 1-46 there are! erefted to - God's 
f fon b-fuffering's "The: reafon why the 
prace' of rhe GoſpeF uppear'd ſo late in 

te 'World , was to teftify God's Pas 
A D > rience. 
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tience. - Our|Apoſtle” takes. notice of 
this long-ſuffering-rowards. himſelf in 
bearing with ſucks a. Perſecutor;;x:7im, 
xt. 16. Hombeit, for this? canſe 1 obtained 
merey, that i _ mey firſt Je/9% Chriſt .might (| 
ſpew- forth: all: fog rf ing, for:apatrers 
robe which: ſbould, hereaft fer levy. i 


him. Tis was Chriſt's, end,jp. 1 Fin 
him run'to-far;/thas he. mighe | 


forth not a few mites; grains, 'oT ounen þ 

of Patience; -but. af long-ſaffering, i IOng- 

ſuffering without; meaſure, or we | 
by whole-ſale ; and this as a Pattern, to 

all the Apes of the World : "ou TUIrrat, 
for. a type.; aitype is but, a ſhadow ip 
reſpect of the, ſubſtance... To ſhow, that 

all _ Ages of.the World ſhould nor. 
waſte that Patience, whereof. he had 
then manifeſted but. a Pattern. A _Pat- 
tern m—_— is lefs thay. the: whole 
Piece of :Cloath-from whence iS: Cut. 
And: as-an-Efay is-bur a ſhort taſte. of 4 
man's $k1ll, and, doth not ! diſcover, a) 
his Art. As the firſt, -Miracle Chrilt 
wrought, iof turning: Water into, Wine, 
as a Sample of what org gel 
leſs than thoſe: cite whigh ſucceed, 
ed; And the fir # ooagk God-wrought . 
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in Egypt, in'turnitg; 44r05s Rod jnto a 
\ Serpenr,' was bur a Sample of his Power 
* which would produce greaterWonders : 
© So this partence to/Payl was/bur-wlictle 
' | Effay of his Meekneſs; a little Patience 
FF cur off from the 'whole Piece, 'which 
8 ſhould always bs dealing-out-co ſome 
- Sinners or other ;\'and! would never be 
cut wholly out! till' the World: had lefr 
'Y' being.,* This Sample: or-( Pattern- wa's 
- but of the extent” of a few years: For 
Paul Was but young, the Scripture terms 
_ him a Young man, 'd#s 7.58. -* about * Sanftins 
36 years of Age,yethe calls it all long- i lun. 
- ſuffering.”  At'Pau!! ſome ſince have © 
had more Yards cut our of this Patience, 
- that have'teached not only to 3o,: bur 
- $0, 50, '60/years. ' 


2 GOraceS* 5 bift 2e 
__ __-*Tis partly for the admiration of this 
' Grace, thar-. God intends the day of 
' Jadgmenr. *Tisa ſtrange place, » Theſſ. 
' 1,10. When he ſhall come to: be glorified in 
bis ſaints, and to be admird in all them 
that believe, in' that day. What, has not 
. Chriſt gloty enough in Heaven with-his 
- Father ? Will -he come on'purpole to 
44 | D 3 ſer 
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his Saints are ?.. What-is char 


the graciqus'work he: has -wrought-in 
them, - For the word' is &-IvZz&iwey 3 
«yas, to be inglorified in his Saints; #.e, 
by ſomething within them-;- For which 
as the Creatures glorify the Wiſdqm and 
Power of God, by SOS 0acey; it 
men to do ſo ; So doth the Work of God 
in Saints afford matter-of praiſe to An- 
gels, 'and admiration-:to-. Deyils, - The 
Apoſtle ulſeth' two words, Glorified, 
that x. C Is, - and; Saints; 
who ſhall ſing out his'Praiſes for it, 
As a Prince after a great Canquelt; re+ 
ceives the Congratulatiens-of all his 
Nobility. Admired : That the very De- 
vil and damn'd ſhall do-; For though 
their Malice and Condition will nor ſuf- 
fer them to praiſe him; -yet his; un» 


expreſſible Love.in making fuch- black 


infides ſo beautiful, ſhall aſtoniſh. them. 
In this ſenſe choſe things under the 
Earth ſhall bow dowa tathat Name of 
Jeſus, a Saviour.- A Name which God 
gave him at firſt, Phzt. 24.9, 10. Where 
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| fore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and 
given him « name which is above every 
name ; that at the name of Jeſus every 
knee ſbould bow. And upon his Exalta- 
tion did confirm , Heb, 5. 9. when he 


was made perfed, 1. e. Exalted, he be- 
came the Author of Eternal Salvation, 


and had the power of ſaving, as well 


8 as the Name conferr'd upon him. They 


ſhall confeſs that he is Lord, Ph:/.2.11. 
4. e. that he ated like a Lord, when 
he prevaild over all the oppoſition 
which thoſe great Sinners made againſt 
him. The whole Trial of the Saints, 
and the Sentence of, their Bleſſednels, 
ſhall be finiſhed before that of the 
Damn'd, Mas. 25. 35; 44. That the 
whole ſcene of his Love, and the won- 
ders of the work of Faith being laid 


. open, might ſtrike them with a vaſt - 


amazement. And that. this. is the de- 
 fignof Chriſt, to be thus glorified in his 

Grace, and Power, appears by the 
Apoſtle's Prayer, werſ. x1, 12. that the 
Theſſalonians might be in the number of 
' thoſe Chriſt ſhould be thus glorify'd in. 
Therefore he prays, that God would 


fulfil all the good as of hjs gooaneſs, 
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j, e. that Grace he is ſo pleas'd and de. 
lighted to manifeſt, and carry on the 
work of Faith with power ;* that zhe 
name of Chriſt might be glorified in them, 
as well as in the reſt of his Saints. * Or- 
dinary Converſion is an AG of Grace ; 
Barnabas lo interprets it, Ads 11,21, 
23. when a great number believed ; 
what abundance of Grace then is ex- 
pended in converting a 'company of 
extraordinary Sinners ! bh | 
"Tis the glory of a man to paſs by an 
: offence, Prov. 19.211. 2. e. *tis a mani- 
| feſtation of a Property which is an ho- 
þ- . Nour to him to-be known to have. if 
I it be thus an honour to paſs by an of- 
Zn fence fimply, then the greater the of- 
fence isz and the more the offences are 
which he paſſerh by, the greater muſt 
' the glory needs be 3. becauſe it's -a ma- 
nifeſtation of ſach a Quality in greater 
ſtrength and vigour. So it muſt argue 
" a more exceeding prace in God to remit . 
_ many and preat fins in man, than to 
forgive only fome few , and leſſer of- 
Kices, | an ng ee 


«© Ful- 


Fa 


- upon his ſcore, to manifeſt, that though 
they are beggar'd, yet his Grace 1s not. 
That though they have ſpenc all their 
ſtock upon their ſwiniſh Lufſts, 'yet they 


of Choiceſt Mercy. - 


'- 1, Fulneſs of his Grace. 6} 5g 
He ſhews hereby, that there is more 


grace in him, than there can'be- ſin in - 


us, or the whole World. 


He lets ſome .Sinners run mightily 


- have not drain'd his 'Treaſures';; no 


. more than the Sun is emptied of. its 


ſtrength, by exhaling the ill Vapours of 
ſo many Dunghils. This 'was''his'de- 


F ſign in giving the Moral-Law,  Finis 
 operis, that is, the event of the Law was 
| toencreaſe the Sin ; but Finis operantis, 
'- was thereby to glorify his Grace. Rom. 


5. 20. Moreover the law entred, that the 


$ offence might abound; but where ſin abound- 


ea, grace did much more abound. When 


the Law of Nature was out of print, 


and ſo blurr'd that it- could: ſcarce be 


. read, God brings the Mora-Law (the 


Counter-part of the Law of Nature) 


. in a new Edition into the World; and 


thereby Sin hath new-aggravations, as 
being rebellion againſt a clearer light, 
a fwel- 
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; a ſwelling, and a Pry, over this migh. 
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- ty Bank of the Law laid in its. way. 


But this was ſerviceable to the fulneſs || 


of his Grace, which had more abundant 
matter hereby to work upon, and a 
larger Field to fow its inexhauſtjble Sced 


1n, ymipemetudoey, it did ſuperabound, 


That Grace ſhould riſe in its tide higher 
than Sin, and bear it down before it ; _ 
jor as the rouling Tide of the Sea ri- 
eth higher than the ſtreams of che Ri- 
ver, and beats them back with all their 


mud and filth. "Twas mercy in God 


to create'Þs ; *tiS abundant mercy to make 
any new Creatures, after they had for- 
feited their Happineſs ; - © Per. Ii 
which according to his abundant mer- 
Cy, 47) T0 av, according to his much 
me rcy. But' it was «@prawacn 

ze, overflowing exceeding abun- 

ant, more than full Grace to make 
ſuch deform'd Creatures new Grearureh | 
v.14, of this Chapter. 


2. Ack of Grace, 
None can entertain an imagination, - 
that Chriſt ſhould be a debtor to fin, 
unleſs in-vengeance, mych leſs a debtor 
cx 


of Choiceſt Mercy. 
to the worſt of Sinners. Bur jf Chriſt 
- ſhould only take Perſons of moral and - 
natural Excellencies,' men_might' ſus 
ſpe that Chriſt were ſome way or 
other engag'd to them, and that the 

ift of Salvation were limited-to. the 
Endowments of Nature, and the good 
exerciſe and uſe of a man's qwn Will. 


| But when he puts no difference between 


Perſons of the leaſt, and thoſe of the 
greateſt demerit, but affeAing the foul- 
eſt Monſters of fin, as well as the faireſt 

of Nature's Children, he builds trium- 
phal Arches to his Grace upan this Rub- 
biſh, and makes Men and Angels admi- 
ringly gaze upon theſe infinitely free 
Compaſiions; when he takes Souls full 
of Boils and Sores into his Arms. For 
tis manifeſt hereby, that the, God. and - 
Lord of, Nature is no-more bbund to his 
- Servant, (as touching the gift of Salva- * 
tion) when ſhe carries 1t the 'moſt 
{moothly with him, than when ſhe re- 
bels againſt bim with the higheſt hand. 
And that Chriſt is at perfect liberty 
from any Conditions, but that of Is 
own, v#z. Faith ; and that he can, and 
will embrace the dirt and mud, as well 

oo tk a | pA 
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as well as the beauty and and varniſh of 


Nature, if they believe with the like 
precious Faith... DO OE IST 00, > 

Therefore *ris frequently God's me- 
thod in Scripture, juſt before the offer 
of Pardon, to fum up the Sinner's Debrs, 
with their aggravations ; to 'convince 
them of their inſolvency to ſfatisfy*fo 
targe'a Score, and alſo to manifeſt the 
freene(s and vaſtneſs of his Grace. 1/z: 
43- 22, 23, 24. Bur thou haſt not calld 
upon me, 0 Jacob, but: thou haſt been weary 
of me, O Tſrael; Thou haſt not brought me 


the ſmall cattle of thy burnt-offering, &c. 


but thou haſt made me to ſerve” with thy 
fins, thou haſt wearied me with thine ini» 
quities, When he had told them how 
dirtily they had-dealrt with him, and 
would have made him a very flave to 
their corrupt Humours; at the conclufi- 
on, when they, nor no Creature-elſe, but 


. would have expeRed fireballs of wrath 


to be flung in their faces, and that God 


ſhould have dipt his Pen in Gall, and 


have writ their Mz(:2zu5 to Hell, he 
dips it in Honey, and croſſeth the Debt ; 
v.25. I,- even 1 am he, that blotteth out 
thy iranſereſſicns fer mine own ſake, _ 
wi 


"will not remember thy fins. Could there 
.be.,any thing: of merit here, when the 
Criminal inftead of favour could.,ex- 
.pe& nothing bur ſeverity , there being 
- ;nothing but demerit.in him? ___. 
+... Tis ſo free, that the Mercy we abuſe, 
' the Name we have profan'd; the Name, 
 * of which we have deſerved wrath, opens 
.its\mouth with Pleas for us, Ezek. 36. 
'2T. But 1 had pity for mine holy name, 
which: the houſe of I{rael had profan'd a 
' mong the heathen whither they went. Not 
for, their ſakes, - It ſhould be wholly 
free : For, he repeats their profaning. of 
| his Name four times., _This Name he 
would /ani7ify, i. e. glorify. How ? v.25. 
In cleanſing them from-their filthineſs. His 
Name, while it pleads for them, men- 
tions their demerits, that Grace. might 
appear to. be Grace indeed ; and tri- 
-umph_in-its. own freeneſs. . Our fins 
againſt him cannot deſerve more than 
our ſufferings for him ; and even they 
are not worthy of the glory which 
ſhall be revealed, Rom, 8. 18. 


3- Extent of his Grace. Y 
Mercy of God is called his Riches, 
and 


: of Chotceſt Mercy. 
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and exceeding Riches of Grace. - Now 
as there is no end of his Holineſs, which 

is.his Honour ; neither' any limits ſer co 

his Power 1 So there is no end of his 
Grace; which is his Wealth ;_ no end 
of his Mines: Therefore the fouleſt a 
greateſt Sinners are thefitreſt for Chriſt 

to manifeſt the abundant riches of his 
Graces upon ; For it muſt.necds argue 
a more vaſt Eſtate to remit great Debts; 

and many thouſands of Talents, than to 

forgive ſome fewer Shillings, or Pence; . 
thanto pardon fome ſmaller ſins in men 
. of a more unſtain'd Converſation, If 


£ 


it were not for curning and pardoning 
Mountainous Sinners, we ſhould not 


know ſo much of God's Eftate. We 
ſhould not know how rich he were, or 
what he were worth, He pardons Ini- 
: uni for his Name fake ; and who can 
pell all the: Letters of his Name, and - 
turn over all the Leaves in the Book of 
Mercy ? who ſhall fay co his Grace, as 
he does to the Sea, Hitherto ſhalt thou 
go, and no further? IK, 

As the Heavens are of a vaſt exten- 
ſion, which like a great Circle encom- 
paſs the Earth, which hes inthe o—_ | 

like - 


of Choiceſt Mercy. 
| like a little: Arome,, in comparifon of 
that vaſt Body of Air and Ather ; fo. 
-are our fins to the extent of God's Mere 
& : I/a. 55. 9. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, ſo are my ways 
higher than your ways , and my thoughts 
than your thonghts. Mens fins are innu- 
merable, yet they are but Cyphers to 
"the vaſt Sums of Grace which are every 
day expended ; becauſe they are finite, 
but Mercy 1s infinite ; ſo that all fins in 
"the Warld put together, cannot be of 
ſo large an extent as Mercy : becauſe be- 
\ Ing every one of them finite, if all laid 

_ together cannot amount to infinite. 
' _ The Goſpel is intit'led good will to men; - 
| to all forts of men; with Toniquities, 
 Tranſgreffiaons and Sins, of all forts and 
 fizes. God hath ſtores of Mercy lying 
by him. His Exchequer is my empty, 
Exod. 34. 7. Keeps mercy for thouſanas, 
ina dice to Neal it "pop thouſand 
millions of Sins, as well as millions of 
| Perſons. Abraham, Tſaac and Facob, and 
allthat were before, have not waſted it ; 
and if God were to proclaim his Name 
again, It is the ſame til], for his Name 
- as well as his Eſſence 1s Ee” 
| - is 
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His Grace is. no: more. tied to one Sin, 


- . than *tis to one Perſon : He has mercy 


on. whom he will, and his Grace can | | 
pardon what Sins he will : Therefore he 


rells them, I/e. 55. 7. that be would 


multiply Pardons : He will have mercy [| 


to ſute every ſin of thine, and a Salve 
for every Sore : Though thy fin has its 
heights, and depths, yet he will heap 
mercy upon mercy, till he makes it to 
over-top thy fin. He will be as good at 
his merciful Arithmetick, as thou haſt 
been at thy ſinful, if thou doſt fincerel 

repent and reform. Though thou mul- 


tiply thy Sins by thouſands, where 


Repentance goes before ,” remiſſion. of 
ſin follows without limitation; when 
Chriſt gives the one, he is ſure to ſe- 
cond it with the other. Though ag- 
gravating Circumſtances be never 9 
many, yet he will multiply his Mercies 


_ as faſt as thou canſt the Sins thou haſt J 


committed. | ys 
He hath a cleanſing Virtue, and a 
pardoning Grace for all Iniquities and 


Tranſgreſſions, Jer. 33. 8. And I will 
cleanſe them from all thetr iniquity, where- .. 
by they have ſinned againſt me: And Twill © 

pardon 
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 pardbn; all their iniquities's whereby thiy. 
have ſinned, and whereby they have trans 
WO: gre ſſed againſt me. Tis three times 're- 
$ peated, to thew, that his Mercy ſhould: 
| be as large as their. Sin, ,though there 
-was.not a more ſinful Nation upon the 
_ Earth than they were. His Juſtifying 
and SanQifying Grace ſhould have: as 

| vaſt an extention.: For he: would both , 

$ p4rdon and cleanſe them. | Why? 2.9. * 
J That it might be a 24me of joy ,, and 

praiſe, and an honour to him -before-all 

the Nations of the: Earth,! 214 2 [ 

| .,\Tis fo great, that Selfrighteaus Per- Y 

ſons murmur at it, that ſuch Swines J 

ſhould: be 'prefers'd before them. As 

# the Eldeft Son, was angry. that his Fa- 
.ther ſhould.laviſh out his kindneſs upor 

_ the Prodigal, more than- upon himfelf, 

_ Luke 1.5.28,. TG Ty.h 


ow 
4 


- 


4. Compaſſionateneſs of it. © ,, , 
| The formal nature of Mercy is Ten- -F 
derneſs, and the natural effeft of it is | 

F Kelicf., The more miſerable the ObjeR, 
the. more compaſſionate. Human Merty: 

| is, and che more forward to affiſt. :Now 
| thac Merey which in Man is x:Qualicy; 


—— 
—_ 


Mn \Ged:is! A; Navare, / Houk: would: the 


cover d;: if there were no ObjeRs' to 
drawir "fort? It would not be "keown 
to; be Migoy, unleſs it were ſhed abroad; 
Nor to be tender Mercy , unleſs it're- 
hav pol rus and oppreſſing Miſeries. 
y isa Quatics” in Man that cat. 

not keep-ar home, and-be ſtow'd undet 
Lock ind! Key iti a Man's own Breaſt. - 
| Much leſs in God, in whom 'tis a -Na- 
ture. - Now the greater the Diſeaſe, 
the greater is'thart Compaſſion 'diſeo- 
___ to: be, wherewith God i is ſo fully 

As his End in letting the Devil Pot » 
_ our ſo-many AfMitons upon Fob, was 
to ſhew his pity and tender mercy in 
relieving him ; Fam. 5/1; Tos hive 
heard of the patience of Job, and have ſein 
the end of the Lord, that the Lord is v6- 
ry pitiful, and of Tender mercy; SO'in 
permitt wing the Devil to draw his Ele& 
to fo y Sios, "tis the ſame Eod' be 
drives ar | And he i is more pitiful, ro 
belp ren under” Sin, than under Ai. 
Qiofn': becauſe the guilt of one Sin is 4 
greater milery than the-burthen of a 
chouſand | 


—— k 


infioite tenderneſs of his Nature be dif: || 


BY > -- i 
3 > 


C: Fecteavdcemnt in: Man, hs ral. 
-4n" God:,-who is ſet, Eph54z 32; as:a 
Pattern of-che 'Cotipaſſion:we are to 
thew to Others;” "And be'ye kind/one to 
2 Fender hearted'; forgiving one 
1 lanorher; \evehb-0 REP ved _ hath 
for goven'gon. RF 0H; 100 
The' Tower. a\than-is bro ©, "he 
|. tenders that: Mercy 1 cornea | 
Sims Pſati7 9. 8." Let thy remiler' wercids 
Jpredily Prevers ur": "for ws are: brought 
Very pw 23 \ (71902 
_  Toivifir chom\eliee Gro darkwels, | 
and the ſhadow of death;-and to: rdon . 
»N their fins, is'call'd march  withyrhis Epi- | —} 
 thicts/ of tender j' Lukes '15 57478; 79. 3 
Thiowgh the tender" mercy of our God, 
| <0 the day dey foring froms on bioli hath 
Viſited us. fo”cis indeed; are 1 he 
vilts rhe ok forlorh Sinners;;" 1391 


\ Sineviry, , and pledſure Fa ts TL 
-u6 biGrares” Codgad S644 L361 & 
| 1 Orlinaty. pacdot bed, Pot: his. 
delight in'merey; Pich. 7.48; Who is's 
| B ad like unto thee, that pardonerh iniquity, 
| E 2 
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52 Chiefe ſt: Sinners Objefts 
| and phſſeth by the tr anſgreſſron of the rem 

nant of ys heritage? +he:refaineth- wat his 

/ anger fox:t-ever', beeunſe nt r3 5 @th:in 
mercy: 'Theretore;th: more of.-his Grace 
he lays/out upon any one, 'the more ex- 
ceſs of delight be. hath init ;_ becauſe 
*tis a-larger-effect of; that-Grace:...If 

he were not ſincere in it, he-would ne-' 
ver .mention mens;Sins ,;xvhich-would 
ſcare: them from Him: rathen;than+al- 
lure thera to him. . 1f he were\not-lig- 

cere, he would never-change the-heare 

of an Enemy , and ſhew kindaels:w | 
him in the-very. aQiof;gnmity!; For the I 
firſt -a&t> of; Grace upon, us 45) quite. 4 
From being ative if it,” that he: 1s. con- 
trary to it; Gaprimo aFionis, *ous thts. 
with.a man,.though not.4p prime atiu: 
For in the'- firſt: at off Converſion, man 

is willing, though not. 18 the fxr{t.mo- 
ment of that Act. Burt for God fo be- 
Now. his" Grace upon: us .again{k, our 
-wills, and-when he can expettno ſuits 
ble recompence from us, evidences the 
puricy. of his AﬀeRion.; ;That-when he 
£adured ſo. many contradiftions-of, Silk - 
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na 
4 


| kizeupon 


Ix 58:8./Theiglory bf the: Lord ſhall follow 
 thee,(1.,e.) The Me 


rcy of the Lord ſhould 
follow them: at! the very heels.” And 


 whenthey call, irflionld anſwer them ; 


and: when't 
watchful ney 


cry, he would, like a 


ſenſe of it.-/'This Mercy 15 never-ſo de- 


_ lipheful ro bim,- as when *cis moſt glo- 
rious'; and ?ris moſt glorious, when it 


takes bold of the worſt Sinners. For 


ſuch Black Spots which Mercy wears 
upon its face, makes it appear more 


- beautifu 


F —_ dots _not_ care. for. laying, 


where he has not opportunities 'to do: 


_ his Power;| Mark 6 


one Cures, ſuitable to the vaſtneſs of 


E 3 . Work 


\ of Choireſt Mercy. 
he is Tefolwd: ta/have:ithem; -4nd'does' 
x ſeize them, thongh-they ſtruggle 
_ and fly in his face, and provoke himto+ 
 \?Tis-ſo' much his delight , that ris 
_ calPd by: the very:;name of his-glory ; 


Z guardian''Servant;, - cry 'out, 
Here Iam; :So-that he never: lets'a 
| great" Sinner, when chang'd into: a'Pe- - 
nitent;i'wait:long for mercy ;| though 
he-ſornetimes'lets:them wait long for a_ 


ark65.\When he was in 
his own-Country, | he could dono/great 


| Crable Bin wed ment. 97s whe ex drop 


him, and with'a kind of diſadvantage; 


Power of working Miracles.” +So'whetj | 


men come to Chriſt with Jighter guilt, 


he has but an under-opportunity./given 


to'manifeſt the greatneſs of his Charity, 
Though he has os 
cy, yet he cantiot! fhew more/thanthe 
nature and exigence of the opy pporturiity: | 
will bear ; and fo his Pleaſure do doth: not. 
{wellſo high, 26 otherwiſk it would do: - 
For little Sins; 'and few! Sins, are nor {6 
fit an Obje& fora Grace that wouldrride | 
in triumph. Free Grace is:'God's'Dar! 
ling, which he loves to'advanice;; -and 
*cis never more adyanc'd;"than: when'it 
beautifies the moſt mil- 1 | 


}. Pavel 

The Scripture miakes Tabpwifg T - 
wonderful Work , and reſembles/ ir to 
Creatioo, and the Refurre 10! han 
from the dead, Se... | E247! 


>. 

—— F 
4 Z 

4 


Ar, Creudipni. Converſidh Goply wo 
fider'd, is concluded by Divints'ro be'a 
greater. 


much Grace:and Mer; ' 


tion. The World was Created by a 


. Word but many Words, and many 
As concur to Converſion. '- * 


55 
greater Work than Creation: For God 
. puts forth more Power morally ia Con- 

verſion, than he did phyſically in'Crea- 
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:: The Heayens are call'd the Works -- 


. of God's Fingers, 2P/al.8. 3. But the 
- Goſpel in the effeQs of it, is call'd the 


| Armof the Lord; 7/3. 53. 1. Men put 


 nottheir Arm to a thing, but when the 
8 Work requires more 
- Fingers poſſeſs. 'Tis the | 
- toSalvation; and the faith it works is 
8 begun and fulfilld with power, 2 Theſl. 


ength than the 


To II - hs pap : 
God created the World of nothing; 
nothing could not objeCtively contribute 


_ to his Deſign, as Matter does toa Work- 
| man's Intent ; yet neither doth it op- 


-brings 


poſe him, becauſe 'tis nothing. As ſoon 
as God ſpake the word, this Nothing 
forth Sun , Moon, ' Stars, 
Earth, Trees, Flowers, all-the garniſh 
of Nature out of \its barren Womb. 


\ But Sin is atively diſobedient, diſputes 


his Commands, flights bis Power, for- 
E 4 tifies 


er 'of God _ 


HD —__ 
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own Corru 


with our yery Nature, and become as 
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Chiefeſt- Sinners 0bjefts 


tifies it {elf againſt his entrance upon 
the hearc, gives not up an' inch of 


ground without a conteſt. © There is 


not only a: paſſive indifpoſition, but an _ 7 
aQive oppolition. His Creating Power | 
drew the World out of nothing, but his 


*-Converting Power frames the New 


Creature: out of ſomething worſe than 


nothing. : 


Naturally there is nothing but dark: 
neſs and'confuſion in the Soul] ;* we have. 
not the leaſt ſpark' of divine light, no 
more than the Chaos had, when God 
commanded-light to ſhine out of that _ 
darkneſs, 2 Cor.4.6.: /biz7d 10 our hearts. 
To. bring. a principle of light into:the 


Heart, and to ſet it up in ſpight of all the 


oppoſition that the Devil,-and a man's 
ton makes, 15 greater than. 
s the power of the Sun is 


Creation. 


- more ſeen [in ſcatteriog the- thickeſt 
Miſts that griumph over the Earth, and 
-mas$k the face of the Heavens, 'than-in 


melting the ſmall Clouds compatted 
of a few -Vapors; ſo it muſt needs argue 
a--greater--ſtrengeh ro: root out thoſe _ 
great Si0s-that were twiſted and inlaid 


dear 


Fl 


of Choiceſt Mercy. ve 


- dear*to- us as our right Eye; and right 


Hand, than a few'Sins that have taken 


., no deep root. ' Every man naturally is 
poſſeſs'd with a hatred of God, and doth: 


- oppole every thing which would reſtore 

_ God to his right : And being ſince the 
Fall 6IPd with a deſire of independency, 
which is vaily ftrengthn'd with new 
recruits, and loth to ſurrender himſelf 
' to the: power and direQion of another : 
Tis a more difficult thing te tame this 


unruly diſpoſition in "man's heart, 1 ſay 
more difficult than to annihilate himz-- 


and' new ' create him again.” As *tis 
- more'eaſie oftentimes for an Artificer to 
make a new piece of Work, than to re- 
pair and patch up an old one that is 
-out-of frame. © , 7 


2. Reſurre#jon.” Converſion (imply 
. is ſo call'd, Eph. 2. 5. quickned us when 


we were dead. And the Power that ef- 


ſets it; is the ſame Power thar rais'd 
Chrift from the dead ; 'which' was a 
mighty Power, that could remove the 
Stone from the: Grave, when' Chriſt lay 
with all the-Sins of the World upon 
him; Eph.'x. 19, 20. -So' the greater 


the 
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the Stone is. upon'thera, the greater. is 


God's Power to remove it. - - | 

; For if it be the Power of God fim- 
ply to'regenerats-Nature, and to put a 
new Law ito the heart, and to quali» 
fy the Will with a aew byas to comply 
with this Law ; and go make. them that 
could not endaxe any thoughts of Grace, F 
not to endure any thoughts of Sins *Tis 
a greater Power fure' to raiſe a man 
from that death , wherein he has laio 
thirty or forty years rotten and putri- 


_ fied in the Grave ; For if Converſion 


in-its own_ nature: be-:Creation: and: 
ReſurreQion, this muſt needs be Crea« 
tion and RefurreQion- with an Em-. 
phaſis. 4 ine 
The more malignant any Diſtemper 
1s, and the more fix'd in the vital Parts, 
and complicated with other Diſeaſes, 
the greater is the Power in curing it : 
For a Diſeaſe is more eaſily checker at the 
firſt invaſion, than when it has infet- 
ed the whole maſs of Blood, and become 

Chronical; ſo 'tis more to -puli up a 


Sin, or many Sins, that have ſpread 


their Roots deep, and ſtood againſt rhe 
ſhock of -many bluſtring Ove: of. 
| ; threat- 
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of. Choice Here 


| threataings,. than}. that. which is but ; A 


Twig, and newly,planted. 
113-TreFion . Or drawing. ' Drawing 


implies: 2 ſtrength, If Converfion bez 


Traction, then more ſtrengrh-is requi-_ 


red to draw one that 1 is bound to a- Poſt 
RING Cables,: than one that.is only 

tied by a few Packthreads ; one that has 
millions of Weights upon,.bim ; than 
one that hath bur a few Rounds.:. 

:4« *Tis: the only. Miracle Chriff hath 
 teft. landing in the World," and declares 
hins more to | be Chriſt. than; any thing. 
| When Johnſent to kngw what, he was, 
- Luke 7. 20, he returns no.qther account 
buc 4 liſt of his Miracles; and that which 
brings: up. the/ Rear as the greateſt, is, 
rac poor 5 rlvey{enugorray,; are Evange- 
| liz?d.. ?Tis not to be takes aFftively, of 
the Ereachingichs Goſpel; Durpangly, 

ought upon by the 

'pell 4 People, rran _ 
ed into:the- Mould of it. 


- For elfe-it would bearno SE | 


the tber- Miracles. The Deaf hearg, 
and the Dead were rais?d: ;- they had no of 
onlyExhortations: to: bear, but- che: e 
ſes were :wropght ppon them, The 
thele 


* Grot. 
Mar. 3 9. 
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theſe words'i import not'only the preach.” 

ing. of the Goſpel to" them , -buEths | 
powerful operation of the Ge xI/in 
chem. *Tis not ſo great'a'work ro'raiſe! 
many thouſands kilF'd in aiBattel; as to 
goſpellize one dead Soul.- Tis a miracle 


of Power totransform a ravendus Wolf. | 


into's gentle Lamb, a futiois Lyoointo: F 
a meek Dove, a naſtySink into's car || 
Fountain, a ttinking Weed ino'a"fra- I 
grant Roſe, a Toador Viper; into a Man 


_ endued. with' Rational Faculties" and 


Moral Endowments; and fo to: rranſ: 
form «' filthy Swine into King and 
Prieſt unto God. In: Conqueſts of this 
nature does Divine Powerappearglori- 
ous. '*Tis ſome ftrength to” poliſh a 
rough Stone taken" our of rhe Quarry, 


and ew it into the Statue: of a oreat: 


t more to make this Statue = 
an. Worle Stones'than theſe 
doth'Gpd make Children, nor-only-to 
Abraham, but to himſelf, even the/Gen- 
tiles Which were atcotitted *-Stones'by : 
[he Jews, and are call'd Stones 'in' Serip- 
ture for the worſhip pping ing Idols. © 
' What Power mult that be,which can 
ſtop the Tide of the Sea,” and'make-it 
 luddenly 


Prince'; 


[ſuc ailback?-whie vat 


Cloud: imo a glorious Sun ?. 
| . more dath;God:do. 1 in C 
doth not only take ſmoorh Pieces t — 
ſofteſt Matter, but the r /Tim- 
ber-full. of,-Knots;, ro" plain. Ay he! 
boch his. Seepgth and Art BPO 


41i Wiſdom... 
- The work .of Grace. phe a. new 


Creation, | is- nat. only;an AQ of God's 


Power: but of;his Wiſdom; FP: AS the:Na- ; 
tural Creation was,! ' As. he. did.in con | 


triving., the Plaxform, of Grace, agd., 
| [briogiog Chriſt upon: the; Stage, ſo. 
10 the particular diftributions. of it, . he 
as, according to Counlel,; and chat. In» 


fioite tooz even ;the Counſel of his wn 


Will, Zph..+3.,; The Apoſtle haviag 
| diſcourſed before, v. 9. of Gad's ma» 
king, knowa the Myſtery. of. his Will in 
an through\Chriſt : And v.11, ofthe 

diſpenfation of this Grace, .in beftowing 


an-lohecicance,, being predeſtinated = | 


_ cording;.tq.the,purpole. of. him,, whe, 
' - warks:all. things according. to the Gps 
Ws. own, wil ;; He. doth nat lay, G 

deft ce 


muſt char be, that can;change, a. black 
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deftinated us. cdl 


ors 164 _ 


of his own Will; but 
| Had! yt before , viz," of his' miikin 
own the M of Chriſt, 'and their 


yhery 
bore. an; Inheritance; And! us, 8,” 
ſpeaking before of the pardon © Z: 
in the' Blood of Chriſt; atcording'to 0 the 
 Tiches of God's Grace;,-w crein, '{Xtt 
he, He hath aboanded towards A in all 
wiſdom : As there was abundance of 

Grace ſet apart; to be dealt our, fo 
there was abundance of Wiſdom, even 
ul God's Wiſdom employ'd* in-the di. 
 firibntion of it; The reſtoring of God% 
Tooyp ohbS mp at" leaft as much W if. 

firſt Creating of it.” And 
the he Co heion of Re dentrpeiing ah be. 
ftowing of Pardoning atid Converting 
Grace, is as much an AC of God's Pru- 
- dence, as the Contrivance of it was of 
his Counſel. 

- Grace, or a(gracious Man i in telpett | 
of his grace, is call'd God's warkmanſbip, 
Eph... 10. oinug, not 9914 Work'st 
his Art, as well as ftrengch and: opera 
tion of his Mind' as well as his 'Han 
His Poem, not barely a Work of Otank. 
=s FORene but an intellefQtual Spark.” A 

new - 
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few Creature is « clitiots Piece of Di- 
-yine Art, faſhion'd by God's Wiſdom 
to ſet fotth the otaiſe of the e Framer.” As 
a Poettt is by a Man's Reafort and Fancy, 
to anpoſer the Wit and Parts of the 
Er. 
$ a preat Skill of an "Artif with 

a mixture of a few: Sands and Aſhes, © 
his breath to blow up ſuch a clear an 

diaphanous body as Glaſs, and frame 
ſeveral Veſſels"bf it for feveral tfes. 
'Tis not barely his breath that does it, 
for other men have breath as well as be; 

but 'tis breath manag'dby Art, And is 
- It not a marvellous Skill in God,ro make 
a miry Soul ſo pure and chryſtalline on 
a ſudden ; to endue a Swine with a Di- 
vine Nature, and by a powerful word 
to frame fo beauriful a Medal as a new 
Creature is? 

The' more intricate and knotry ay 
Buſineſs is, the more eminent is 2 man's 
Ability in effeing it. "The more de- 
ſperate the Wound is, .the more, ho- 
nourable is the Chyrurs ion's Ability in 
the Cure. Chrift's healing a 'Soul that 
is comme to the laſt gaſp, and given- 
over by all fot bot © ews more of 
Art, 


j 4% ONE 1 6, 
ns So ac 
Y MES oh ts * 4 SE 7% 
; # IF? Ki $25 ed? * 
s A 


BREEDS IE Seu! 
_ - G6 b 
'\ 
a 
CARY 
Fig 
; . 
F a 
? 
- 
% 
*44 
x 
o 


\ 
TI, 


, . bers HS 2455 to EL 42 "IA 
"er Ret ke 


" 
S777 
4 


a FINER}, 
. [yen 45; 6 


Chiefeſt- Sinners Objefs 
Ar Ty than ferting right an ordinary 
Sinner t 4 mb | | 


- Our Apoſtle takes notice of the Wil. 
dom of God in- his own. Converſion 
here,; For whea he relates the Hiſtory 
of it, he breaks out into an Hallelujah, 
and ſends up a Volley. of Praiſes to God | 
for the grace he had obtain'd. Andin }}. 
that Doxology, he puts an Emphaſison |}. 

the Wiſdom of God, v.17. Now unto 
the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only wiſe God, be honoar, and glory, for 
ever and ever. Only Wile God ; Only, 
which he does not add to any other At- 
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_ tribute, he there gives him. 


This Wildom appears, 


I. In the SubjefFs he chuſeth ;- we'll 
go no further than the Example in our 
Text. Our Apoſtle ſeems to be. a man 
full of heat and zeal. And the Church 
already had felt the ſmart of his Aftivi- © 


_ ty; infomuch, that they were afraid:to 


come at him-after hischange, or to ad- 


_ mit him into their company, imaginin; 


that his Fury was not chang'd, but dil- 
guis'd ; and he of an open Perſecutor, 
turnd Trepaner, As 9.26, None can 

a ih Ee Pp _ expreſs 
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F ezpreſs better what a Lyon he was than 
Þ be doth himſelf; 425 26: 10513. Many 
of the ſaints did I ſhut up in priſon, ba- 
ving received authority from the chief 


| Prieſts; and when thry were put to deaths 

| 1 gave my voice againſt thei, And 1 
| puniſbed them oft in every ſynagogue; and 
| compelled them to blaſpheme ; and being 


exceedingly mad againſt them, I perſecuted _ 


- thems eves unto ſtrange cities, He ſeems 


{| alſo to have been a Man of a high and 
ambitions Spirir, This Perſecuting pro- 
| bably was ated fo vigorouſly by himy 
to ingratiate himſelf with the Chief 
| Prieſts, and as a means to ſtep into Pre- 
| ferment ; for which he was endewed 
with Parts, and Learning , and would 
Not want Zeal and Induſtry ro attain it. 
| He ſeems to be of a proud Spirit; by the 

temptation which he had, 2 Cor. t2. 7» 
| bt I ſhould be exalted above meaſure, He 


TY ſpeaks it ewice in that Verſe, intima- 
"ting that his Natural Diſpoſition led 


him to be lifred up with any Excellency 
he had : And uſually God: doth dire&# 
his Battery to beat down that which is 
the Sin of our Conſtitution, 
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' He was a man of a very honeſt mind, } 
and was forward in following every || 
Point his Conſcience direQted him to : + 
For what he did againſt Chriſt, he did | 
according to the DiQtares of his Conſci- };- 
ence, as then inform'd, A#s 26, 9, 1 
verily thought with my ſelf, 1. e. in my_ 
Conſcience, that I ought, not that I. 
might, but that it was his Duty. His | 
Error commanded with the ſame power 
that Truth does where it reigns. . 
Now - it diſcovers the Wiſdom 'of 
God to lay hold of this man, thus tem- 
per'd, . who had honeſly to obey the 
- Dictares of a rightly inform'd Confſct 
ence, as well as thoſe of an Erroneous 
one ; Zeal toexecute them, and heiphe 
of Spirir ro preſerve his Attivity from 
being blunted by any oppolition; and 
Parts and Prudence for the management 
of all theſe, I ſay, to turn theſe Aﬀe- 
Qtions and Excellencies to run in a hea- 
venly Channel, and to guide this Na- 
tural Paſſion and Heat for the ſervice 
and advancement of that Intereſt which 
before he endeavour'd to deſtroy, and 
for the propagation of that Goſpel 
which before he perſecuted, is an —_ 1 
: of | 


_ the Stage. 


p ' 


co Civic 7 Rn 


of a rs. Wiſdom : As Yi '2 


Rider's Skill ro order the. Mett e of a 
Sin Horſe for-bjs ga; wo ro 
carry. him 0h in-his J OUTOR. 


2. Thu Wiſdom appears it the Th -/ 


- As Man's Wiſdom doth conſilt as well 
in timiog his Actions, as cantriving the 
models of them ; ſo doth God's. / He 
lays hold of the fitteſt Opportunities to 
bring his wonderful Providences upon 
He hath his /et time to de» 
liver his Church from her Enemies ; 
P/al. 152. T3. And he hath his ſer 


_ time alſo to' deliver every particulat 
Soul, that he intends to make a 'Mem- 


ber of his Church, from the Devil: He 
waits the fitteſt Seaſon ro manifeſt his 
Grace, 1/a. 30. 18, Therefore will the 
Lord wait that he may be gracious wnto you, 


Why ? For the. Lord uu @ God of judge 


went, ii; ec; a God of Wildom : There- 
fore will rime things for the beſt advan: 


tage , both of his glory, .and the Sin- - 


ner's 200d. His ciming: of his Grace 
was excellent in_ the: Canrertion of 


F z x. t: 


Paul: 
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| Not DC a mtcer time tO. 

_ glorify his Grace, than when Paul was _ 
almoſt gor to the length of his Chain ; * 
almoſt to the Sin againſt the. Holy 
Ghoſt. For if he had had but a little 
more light , and done that out. of ma- 

- lice, whielt he: did out” of ignorance, 


« - 


he had been loft for ever. He obtain'd 
mercy , why ? becaufe he did it z2»0 
zantly, v.13. As faid before; he fol- 
low'd the diQtates of his Conſcience : 
For if he hid- had knowledge ſuitable 
to his fury, it had been the unpardon- 
able Sin. Chriſt ſuffer?d him to rum; to: 
the brink of -Hell, before he laid hold 
upon him. | | | 


2, In reſped of others. 

He is converted at ſuch a time, when 

| hewent as full of madneſs as a Toad of 

Poyſon, to ſpit it our againſt the-poor 
Chriſtians at Damaſews ; arm'd with all 

che Power and Credential Letters the 

High Prieſt could give him, who with» 

out queſtion--promiſed himſelf much 

from his induſtry. And when he was 

almoſt 


| About balf a-mile from. the City, as 
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| 2lmoſt at his Jody end, {AST to.exe- 
cute his Commiſſion, Ads 9. 3« And 
. 4:he  journied , he: came; near. Damaſcus, 


bk Galielmns Tyri A hinks * My At this. Ve- * Turtn. 
ry time Chriſt grapples with him, out- #* 
wreſtles-all: his: Bedlagn' Princi Gipler, ſe- 
cures Pau! from Hell, and his Diſciples. 
from their fears of him. Behold Fo. 
Nature of this. Hawk chang'd, ju 
he was going to: faſten upon the Par- 
tridge.. | 

Chriſt: might- [Vis ——— Paul 
ſooner, .either- when Pau/-had; heard of, 
ſome. of his Miracles; for perhaps Paul 
_. was reſident at Jeruſalem at the time of 
_ Chriſt's preaching in Jade: For he was 
\ brought up in Feraj/a/cm at the Feer of. 
 Gamaliel,  Atts 22. . who: was. one. of 
the-Council, A; 5-134. He might bave' 
| converted him when To heard. Stephen | 
make that Elegant and Convincing Ora- | 
tion in his own defence, A## 7. Or 
when he ſaw Stephen's Conftancy, Pay 
tience and, Charity in his Suffering ; 
which might ſomewhat have ftartled-a 
moral Man, as Paul was, ans made: 
Do look about him, _ 
OE But 
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But Chriſt omlgsibedoihg of itiat all 
theſe Opportunities, and ſuffers itiimto 
kick aganiſt the pricks of Miracles, Ad» 
monitions 'and Arguments of. 'Stephes 
_ and others; Yet hath hjg Eye upon him +. 

all along in a ſpecial manner, ARts 7. 58. 
' He is there nam'd;, pit 'noreelle. ares 
witmiſſes | laid their clothes ar 4 youry mun's 
feet, wird Saul, ' And Atts $1; Saxb 
was thnſemting to his death; * was there 
none elſe that-had a hand-in it ?- The 
Spirit of God takes ſpecial notice of 
Sakl here; he runs iti God's mind, yet 
God 'would 'nor ſtop his fury. .- And 
Atts 8.35 As for Sant, he made havock 
of the Church, + | 

Did'no body elſe ſhew as gets Zeal 
and Cruelty as | Saul ? ſure he muſt haye 
ſome Inftruments wick» him; 'yet we 
| Hear.nons Ham'd buy ww And:4# 9.x. 
Sanl' yet breathing, *& yer, as.much as 
10 ſay, he ſhall nor do tÞ loi. T ſhall 
on a fir time to meet with: him pre- 

ntly. 
And was itnota fictime, aphon the 
Devil hop'd - ro rout the Chriſtians by - 
him?! when 'the High Prieſts afſur'd 
themſelves ar 2a; from this man's paſ- 
ſionate 
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| fonate Zeal, when the Church travel- 
_ Jed with throws of fear of him. But 
. Chriſt ſent the Devil ſneaking away for 
the loſs of- ſuch an aQive Inſtrument, 
JF. fruftrates all che ExpeQtations of the 
8 High Prieſts, and calms all the ſtormy 
Fears of his Diſciples : For. Chriſt fers 
him firſt a 'preaching at Damaſes in the 

. very Synagogues which were to affiſt 
- him an his. cruel Deſign, A&s'9 29, 12. 

And ſtraightway he preached Chrift in 
the ſynagogues, that he is. the ſon of God, 
and increafed the more in ſtrength, and 
' confounded the Jews which dwelt at Das» 

maſcus, proving that this is very Chriſt. 


Did not Chriſt ſhew himſelf to be a 
God of Judgment here ? He ſat watch- 
ing.in Heaven for.this Seaſon, to turn 
Paul with the greateſt advantage... His 
Wiſdom anſwers many Ends at. onte, 
nd kill'd ſo many Birds with-one. Stone. 

He ſtruck dead at one blow Paz/'s Sin, 
his Peoples Fears,, the High Prieſt's Ex- 

- peQations, anÞthe Devil's Hopes. He 
triumphs, over his Enemies, ſecures his 
Friends, ſaves Paw/'s:Sout; : and: pro- 
mores, his Intereſt; by him 3 he-dilap- 

Fs = points 


2 hn 7 A OT: | GOD 
by CEE bp, > ? 


Vieſeſt Samers Obiefd 


. points: wy Devil of his ExpeRationg, . 4 
my Hell of her longing, | FE 7 


I. 3 This Wiſdom appears, to beep "1 
7 the” Credit of Chriſt's Death, © 23 
The great Excellency of Chrifts Sz- |} 
crifice, wherein it ranſcends the Sacri- | 
fices under the Law, is, becauſe it per- . 
fetly makes an atonenient for all Sins ; 
It firſt ſatisfies God, and then calms t 
Conſcience, which they could 'not do, 
Heb. 10. 1, 2. for there was a conſci- | 
ence. of Sin after rheir Sacrifices.” The 
tenor of the Cavenant of Grace which | 
God' makes with his People; is'upon | 
the account of this Sacrifice, H*#b, 10, {| 
16, 17. This u._the- covenant T will make 
with theme.” V. 17. And their fins and int- 
©  \guities will I remember no more ; Now 
* - where remiſftonof thefe ts, there is no more 
bffering for fin... This Covenant extends 
hot (only! to' lirtle Sins, for there'is no 
imitation ; great Sins are incloded'; | 
- Therefore Chriſt latinged for great 'Sins, 
or elſeif ever they bepa@on'd theremuſt 
:be another, Sacrifice, either-of bimſelf, 
- or ſome other, which thy Apoſtle, upon 
fi. & ates of hg Covenant , vr ark 
| **% hers 


% 
| by OS = 


F- yenant implied the” complearneſs: < 
JS Chriſt's SatisfaQion, fo the continual 


” Rom. 4.25. He was deliver 'd for onr of- 


| there need not be ; becauſe ba cri = 
-— WAS compleat, otherwiſe't ere' wou 
 bea remembrance of 'Sint As the ON 


S fulfilliog or application of the cenor oft  _ 
# the Covenant, implies! the - perpertief' 
F fayour and force'6f' this Sacrifice, * 

And indeed when God deliver'd kijid — 
vp, he intended it for the greateſt Sins, | 


fences, 7eeanTopale, whit  bgnifies 
F not flumbling, bur falling. /Not 2 light, 
Y bur a2 great rranſpreff 100. ' Now . iP » 
8 Chriſt's Death be' not fatisfaQory for 

$ grear Debts, Chriſt muſt be too'weak _ 
bo perform what God intended/by him, . _ 
and ſo Infinite Wiſdom was fruſtrate of 
its Totention, which cannor, nor oughe 
not tobe imagin'd,” Now £ | 
God takes'the greateſt Sinneps to: ſhew, 


x. Firſt the Vale of his Secrifte. I. | 

- Tf God ſhould '6nl entertain men of a . 3 

lighter nile; Chriſt's Death would be =—_ 

peCted to be too low 2 Ran ORE. 
Monſtrous Enormoties3 ' and that nd 

Treaſure was ſufficient for the wg." | 

| 10n 
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Qion of ſmaller Debts, but a penury of 
Merit to diſcharge Talents ; which had 
not been-a Deſign ſuitable to the gran. 
deur of Chriſt, or the infiniteneſs of that 
Mercy God proclaims in his Word. But 
now the Converſion of. Giantlike Sin- 


ners doth credit the Atonement which _ 


Chriſt made ; and is:a, great renewed - 
Approbation of the infinite Value of it, 
and its equivalency to God's Demands; 
For it bears fome analogy to the Refur. + 
_reQtion of Chriſt, which was God's ge» 
neral Acquittance'ro Chriſt, to evidence 
the ſufficiency of his Payment, And the - 
juſtification of every, Sinner is a branch 
_ . of that Acquittance given to Chriſt at 
| his Reſurrection; Rom. 4. 25. Raisd 
again for our juſtification. And a parti- 
cular Acquittance to-Chriſt for that par- 
ticular Soul he:had:the charge of from 
his Father, All that Power that works 
in the firſt creation of Grace, or the 
progreſs of Regeneration, bears ſome 
proportioa to the acquitting and appro- 
ving Power manifeſted in Chriſt's Re- 
ſurreQion. Eph. x. 19, 20. And what i 
the exceeding greatneſs of his power to a> 
ward, who believe according to the OA. 
0 


generation begun in them, that they 


might more clearly underſtand that 


Power which wrought jn Chriſt ;. 2:z. 
that approving Power_of- what Chriſt 
has done, which he exerts daily in Con- 


. vetſion,, and in the effeQts of it. For 
© by raiſing any Soul from a death in Sin; 


God doth evidence the-particular/yalue 
of Chriſt's Blood for that Soul, as he 
did in railing Chriſt, - evidence'the ge+ 


- neral fulneſs of that SatisfaRion.' -And: 


this he will do- even-to the end of the 


- World, Eph.2. 6, 7. 7444 us up together 
with Chriſt : — Kynaneſs through Chriſt 


Jeſms. All his Grace in.all Ages, even 


tothe end'-of the World, ſhall rup _ 


through - this Channel, to put' Credit 
and | Honour | upon Chrift. + Now the 
greater the Sin-is that is pardon'd, and 


_ the greater the Sinner 15 that is convert- 
ed, the more it {ſhews the ſufficiency of 


the Price Chrilt paid, #51] : T1, 
- | | I te The 


of Choiceſt Mercy. 


| of his mighty power which he wronght in 
Chriſt when be raisd him from the: dead. 
_ Inv,17, 18. the Apoſtle prays forthe 
4 carryiog on the work of Grace and Re- 
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Jn 2. The Virtue of this Sacrifice. 
He is a Prieſt for ever, Heb 7. 17, 
and therefore the Virtue as well as the 
Value of Eis Sacrifice remains for ever :.. 
He hath obtained an eterzal redemption, 
Heb, 9. 12. #.'e. 'a Redemption of an 
Eternal Efficacy. jo, 7.4 
As long as men receive any Venom 
- from the fiery Serpent, they may be 
healed by the Antitype of the Brazen 
ene,'though itwere ſo many years ſince 
| he was-lifred up. And-thoſe who-are 
ſing all over, as well as thoſe who are 
birten but in one part, may 'by a be- 
Heving looking upon him, 'draw virtue: 
from him as diffufive as their Sin, © 
Now the new Converſions of Mea 
of extraordinary guilt, proclaims tothe 
world, that the fountain of his Blood: 
is inexhauſtible ; that the virtue of ic 
is not ſpent, and drain, though ſo 
much hath been drawn out of it for 
theſe Five thouſand years and upwards 
for the cleanſing of Sins paſt before his 
coming, and Sins ſince his Death.: This 
evidences that his Prieſthood. now is of 
'- #s much efficacy as his Sufferings on 
Fr Earth 
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above our Nothingneſs. He cam wa 


the Tawny Americaz, as well as the. : 
Moral Heathen ; and make the Black | 
EO as white as the moſt Virtu-- 


ous Philoſopher, God faſtens upon the 
worſt of Men fomctimes,.. to adorn the 
Croſs of Chrift; and maketh them 


Eminent Teſtimonies of the power of . 


Chriſt's Death. He made his grave with 
the wicked, Iſa.53 .9. Heb, He ſball give 


the Wicked. (not Grave) and the rich in 


his death. God ſhall make Man wal- 
lowing in ſinful Pleaſures, tied to. the 
Blandiſhments and Profits of the World, 
to come to Chriſt, and comply with 
him, to be ſtanding Teſtimonies 1n all 
Apes of the Virtue of his Sufferings» 


4. For the fruitfulneſs of this Grace in 
the Converts themſelves, The moſt rug- 
ged Souls prove moſt eminent in Grace 
upon their. Converſion, - as the moſt 

 Ortent Diamonds in 1z4:4, which. are . 
naturally more rough; / are. moſt bright 
and ark 


lingwhen cur and ſmoorh'd. 


_ "Men. 


-Earth were valuable ; and that his Me- 
F#ric4s as much in virtue above our. Ink. 
quity, as bis Perſon 1s 1n pas” 
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Men uſually ſprout up.in- ſtature after - 


-_ 


ſhatrering Agues.. '/ 


+ Texnereaſerh, ©. 2677 5, 2s 
1. Thankfulneſs. fr ce 
Converts only are fit to ſhew forth 

the Praiſes of Chriſt, 1'Per. 2. 9, That 
you ſhoald ſhew forth the praiſes of him, 
who hath call d:you out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light ; a pers, the Virtues of 
Chriſt. . The end why God ſets-Men at 
liberty from Priſons and-Dungeons, and 


from fear of Death and Condemnation 


for great Sins, is, that they may be fit- | 
ted, and gain a commodious ſtanding; | 
ry to the World the Virtues of 
im; z, e. the Mercy, Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience, Bounty, Truth, and other Royal_ . 
PerfeQions of Chrilt. - 

Men at their fir ſt Converſion receive 
the Grace of God with aſtoniſhment ; 
for *tis Sceypuatay pa, 1 Per. 2.9. molt © 
amazing at the fir{t appearance of it; as 
the Northern Nations that want the Sug 


| for ſome Months in the Winter, are rea- 


dy to Deify it when it appears iti their 
Horizon : For the thicknels of the fore- 
going Darkneſs makes the luſtre of the 
| » Sun - 


T Sun more admirable. But. ſuppoſe a 
- man had been all bis life-time like a 
Mole under ground, and had never ſeen 
ſo much as the light of a Candle, and 
had a view of that weak Light at a di- 
| ſtance, how would he admire it, when 
he compares it with his former Dark- 
neſs ? Bur if he ſhould be brought fur- 
ther, to behold the Moon with 1ts train 
of Stars, his Amazement would increaſe 
with the Light. But ler this Pefſon 
behold the Sun, be touched with its 
warm Beams, and enjoy the pleaſure of 
ſeeing thoſe Rarities which the Sun diſ= 
covers, he will bleſs himfelf, adore it, 
and embrace that Perſon that led himto 
enjoy ſuch a Benefit. And the black- 
_ "neſs of that Darkneſs he fat in before, 
willendear the preſent Splendor to him, 
ſwell up ſuch a ſpring tide of aftoniſh- 
ment, as that there ſhall be no more 
ſpirit in him. 
God lets men fit long in the ſha- 
dow of death, and run to the utmoſt 
of Sin, before he ftops*them , that 
their Danger may enhance their De- 
liverance. mw 
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We admire more when we are:pull'd 


FOEEE- > > A 


Be x MID 
wed? * EI 
S- 


£7 \ RES” KI Ta f EE ET : 
Ot” 84 , DS WW = thing. 2 LO CE ; WT OE Ae FP EOY 
it 1.6 daitoacr in” > $a Fa 1.8 A TIES x4 Sd Aa 4 of 2 Bet ts LY 4 Lo 
YE" 1-1 IG WJ A AE A er Se WT y "ol 
ook. + 3: SENS PLE I4K 1% -— ho p K - "ha __— 
EIB > PR a IR _ : <q £ 
4 o -d _ IS Oe LC-2 Be £ S 7 a p.,) 
y hs, RES 6-14.08 F { 1 n . <3 £+420P 
IS > LES _—_._ \ : © & 
- . . » #3 4 i "a Fl * % 2 
a , TY REEL 5Y- ; < 
1 32% "5 TIFF FI, F 3 *; 
, , oh, # 5 © x7 8 55 & #4 
© % © a *. x - » 
as h 


. 


£S 
: det 


our: of danger, than when, we;are pre- #/ 
vented from runningiato it. A Male: 


faQtor: will. be more thankful for a Par- 


don, when it comes juſt as he-is going 


F 


tobe turn'd off. If there be degrees of 
Harmony in'Heaven, without queſtion 
the Convert Thief on the Croſs warbles 
out. louder Notes than others; becauſe 
he had lictle time to doit on Earth ; | 


_.and his Engagements are: the greater, 


becauſe Chriſt took him in bis Arms 
when he was hanging over Hell. _ 


+ When Pas! 'writ: this Epiſtle to Ti- = 


mothy, he was about 55 years of-age, 
and:yet thoſe 20 years run out {ince his 
Converſion had not fſtifted his Admira- | 
tion, -nor dampt his: Thankfulneſs for 
Converting Grace. Take a proſpeQ of it 
in this Chapter, v.12,13. And I thank 
Chriſt Teſus our Lord, who hath enabled 


me, for that he counted me faithful; puts 


ting me into the Miniſtry, who was before 
a blafphemer, and a perſecutor, and inju- 
740us, I thank Chrilt Jeſus our Lord. 
He ſeems to ſet his vin and God's Mercy 


in oppoſition. I was 1njurious, but I 


obtain'd mercy. I was a Blaſphemer, 


- but 
SO, 


Og Chi Slices Mogy. 


' bur t obeained, Ge, I—— mercy. Who 
* - :avould imagine, bu that of all, Perſons 
he ſhould: have, paſt by. me, while/he' 

had taken this or chat poliſhed Phariſee, 

' this or that Door Hy Morality ? bur 

. that, he ſhonld overlook them, and ſer 

his .cyeup 
Blaſphemer, ſuch a Perſecutor! A great 


Sinner, when he refles. upon his Sin/ 


onders that a But was not made at him. 
ou find that no Apoſtle gives ſuch Epi- 
thetes to the Grace of God as our Apo- 
ftle does. - None. ſo Sefaphical- in his 
admiring Expreſfions. Riches of Grace, 
' Exceeding Riches of Grace, Abundant 
Grace, Riches of Glory, Unſearchable 
Riches of Grace. He never {peaks of 
Grace without. an Emphaſis. Single 
Grace, and ſingle Mercy would- not 
| ſerve his turn. 


2: how and Aﬀetion; ; 
_ , Mary Magdalen, out of whom Chriſt 
had caſt ſeven Devils; was moſt early 


in her affeQion, to beſtow her proviſion 


of Spices.upon 1 the dead Body of her Sa- 
' Liour,./ The fire of Grace cannot be ſti- 


God: 


fied , but will hag 0h in glory to 


% 


on me, fo injurious; ſuch a 
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God. This is fuch-a Grace, 'that Man | 
in innoceney covld nor have exercisgd-in” | 


ſuch a height ; becauſe gow the Sinner 


of pardbn, but worthy of the 'greareſt 
hatred and. puniſhment. ' You ſcarce 
find your ſelves poſſeſſed with greater 
affetion to any, than thoſe who' have 
been Inftromentsro free you from-your 
ſinful Ferters. How often do you bleſs 
them,could'pull out yoar Eyes for them, 
and think all ways too little. to mant- 
feſt . the fenſe of your obligations to: | 
them +} And doth the Inſftrument'carry I 


away all ? ſurely God has the greateſt 


Sacrifice of 'AﬀeRion, when'the:Con- 
vert conſiders that his -powerfukGrace 
was the principal Agent to draw him 
out of this ſpiritual Mire. As when a 
Preſent is ſent to'you, you ſhew a Cour- 
teſy to the Servant, bur the chief part 
of your kindneſs is devored to the Ma- | 
ſter thatiſene him.  Whar' flames of 
Love, raptures of Joy, tranſports of 
AfﬀeQtion, *beilings of Courage for God 
in a young Convert! {The Soul is molt | 
couragious for” God at firſt ' Conver= 
lion, becauſe *tis rhen moſt ſtor*'d with 
__ Com- 
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darts upen.him,. chat he is ambiripus.ra 


be a Martyr for God pteſenely . H:4.xp; 


$2. Aﬀter that you were illuminated, you 


endured a great fight of affiitFions-;i Grace 
is not only attended wich: AfﬀtiQtions} 


but beftows a' Courage upon: a Con: 
yert to endure them. The Soul the 


” 


thinks: it is able to undergo any thing. 
F=1 


for God; who hath beftow'd 
Grace upon it. P 


| A Chriſtian hath the greatdlt love od 


Chriſt -ac the firſt curning to him: For 


fince the horror of all his Sins, andthe 


natural uglineſs and deformity. of-thar 
which he has ſerv'd ſo'long, comes wich 
i full fenſe upon bim j And ſincs the 
:dmirable Excellency of Chiriſt ſhines 
tpon' him, which is a ſight he was ne- 
ver acquainted with before'; the great- 


'beſfs of the danger he was id, and the 


incomparable love which beams upon 
him from his believing 4 Saviour; fills 


his AﬀeCQian with full Sails 


Thus do men; who have be a tolled 
i a dangerous: Tempeſt, afffifted with 
the darkneſs of OT as = 


E 's 
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_ their A rejoice, \ id wolcaine the 
Riſing Sun-in+the Morning, which di- 
fpelstheir tumultuous Fears, as well as 
thole gloomy Shadows. 3! x45 
God permits a man's Sins. to abound, 
that his-Love after pardon may. abound 
t003 Luke 7.47. Her ſins which are ma- 
ny, are forgiven”; for ſhe loved- much. 
ny. Therefore, "tis the conſequent, not 
the cauſe of remiſſion.: And this 1nter- 
pretation agrees beſt with the following 
words, 7o whom little is. forgiven, -the 
Same loves little, *Tis more conſonant 
ro Reaſon, that where there are greater 
Mercies , © there ſhould be greater re-- 
turns'of AﬀeCtion. Remiſſion of Sins 
is the greateſt evidence of God's Love, 
and therefore ſhould be the greateſt in- 
centive of ours. And indeed Chriſt ne. 
ver appears to a Penitent with a more 
comely air :in_ his. Countenance,. than 
upon the removal of great Judgments, 
or the pardon of great Sins.'. 1/a. 4. 2. 
In that day ſhall the branch of the Lord be 
beautift il and glorious, and the - frutt of Fs 
earth (ball be excellent and: comely., for 
them that are eſcaped of Iſrael. In jp $4 
w in what day?  Aﬀeer great Judg- 
| ments, 
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of Choiceſt Merey. 
ments, v. 1. and in the/'faregoi 
"Chapter, in/ purging away great eg 
V, 4+ The Branch Jeſus appears moſt; 
_ {| lovely, when he comes' laden with the s 
| | fruit of Grace; with "the ſanQifying: 
juice: of his Blood ; as a ripe-bunch of. + 
Grapes looks pleaſantly inathirfty Tra- 
veller's Eye. This Convert Paul was 
more affeQtionate-to Chrifttrhan-any of 
the other Apoſtles: For when hecould: 
not look 'uponthim,  he'is'enamour'dion: 
his very Name, and-delights to expreſs 
it no leſs than 500 times, as; I'remem- 
ber ſome have oumbred it in his Epi- 
Rles ;' more proportionably than .Perer,, 
Fewer Una Tohs did in what they writ. 
, Service and Obedience. 7. <1..:1.5 7. 
Such will endeayour to'redeem the : 
time, becauſe their former days have 
been ſo'evil; and recover /thoſe advan 
_ tages of Service, which: they:loſt: by a: 
courſe of Sin. © They will labour that 
the largeneſs' of their Sin may be- ans: - 
ſwered by an--extenſion of their Zeal. 
_ Such will be altnoft-as much.aſhant'd: ta. 
do but commoiifervice, as they.arenow: 


SPE Be np 


yq 


«+ AE .1 » ww 


aſham'd of their ſcarlet Sins. As'Men, thei -* © - ws 
further they go bacward,the greater leap 0 
G& 3 they 
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Chiefeſt Sinners. ers Objetts 


they vſually cake forward. Grace. ig- 

{ruQtsia man in holineſs out of Bratt: 
rude. =; 20 etc 
Tit. 2, 19. The Graaf God aaaks 
eh 1 tb deny ungodlineſs and wortdiy aft, 

 thatiwe ſbould tive foberly, righteouſly and 

| godly mae Ia waoge - Grace teach- 
_-eth- us, greater the' Grace, the 
more: prefling. j# the. laſtruRion 5 As it 
doth increaſe'gratitude, it doth increaſe 
ſervice. - Thac-Perer,, who had been-lo 
criminal in denying his Maſter, and ad- 
ding Perjury to: his Perfidiouſnels, Wag 
as ative in ſervice; as' he had been in 
apoltacy. :\ He laid the firlt Stone of the 
Chriſtian'/Church among the Fers after _ 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion. :i..He. preached the 
firſt Sermon to'them, and R's them 
home with his Maſter 's Murther, A&.2. 
He was alſo:the Spokeſman inall buſi- 
neſs, deſcrib'd-in the. firſt; fix Chapters 
of the 4s; "'He-laid'alfo the firſt foun- 
dation of the Geyrile Church ; For God 
in a Viſion revealed to: him the calling 
of the:Gezzzles, paſſing by all the. other 
Apoſtles, "to, whom ir was not. known 


> & Heper. bur by Peter's Relation *, Afr LS>-7s 
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u«s, thatithe, Gentiles (by. my month ſbould: 
hear the word of the goſpel; and believe. A: 


| good while ago, which good while ago 


refers to the: time \Matz. 16,18. wWhere- 


in Chriſt. faid n Upon this: Rock. will TI 
build my Church.. He. was: choſen. by 
God £0: this. 


urpole, 2c. leparated 
from the -reſt-.of the Apoſtles,. and 
adorn'd with: this Prerogative. - Great 


_ Sins did not, make Chriſt change his Re- 


ſolution. |; 113 MJ ova, 
| Never an Apoſtle thatihad been bred 
ative an Inſtrument as'this Pal, 'who 
had. been-ſo bitter: 4n-Enenty. He /4+ 
bour'd more abundantly thas all, 1 Cor.15. 
x0. In-matters of: obedience 'he would 
not ask counſel of Fleſh and Blood, Gab. 
I, 46, Jmmediately I: conferred not with 
fleſh: and. blood, He was quick in his 
obedience. :He' had: endeavour'd -to 
weaken Chriſt's Kingdom ; he'now en- 
deavours to hiſt men 1n his Service. He 


- had breathed-out 'Threatnings, he-now 


breathes out AﬀeRions ;; Hecouldeven 
{pead and be ſpent- for the intereſt of 
his:Saviour.. + And uſually we find con- 
Fork © G 4 < © yerted 
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2004 while: (age, - God max chaice Among 


Bs Chiefeſt Sinners Objetts 
| verted Souls-moſt aQive-in the exerciſs; 
of that Grace which is moſt contrary c< 
that which wasthejr darling Sin.” © + 


4 4 Humility and Self-emptineſs;' © © 
; Chriſt choſe 'the fooliſp thinss of 1he 
world to confound*the wiſe, and the weak 
, things of the world to confound the things 
that are mighty, -x Cor.1.-26,27. that. 
nothing ſhoult be attributed -to their 
Worth and; Dignity, but to- his Grace 
and Mercy. Were the Goſpel diſco- 
ver'd only tothe wiſe,' they'would look _ 
upon it rather: as a' diſcovery made by - 
the Opticks.of their own Reaſon; * And 
if God did beſtow” his Grace only upon 
men of unſpotted Converſations, -they- 
would rather 'think ita debt 'God ſtood 
obliged ro pay them, thaw'a free at of 
Grace. As God: reveals: knowledge to 
the fimpleſt, Marrhi 2. 25: fo he doth 
manifeſt Grace tothe ſinfulleſt ;} and as 
Chriſt bleſft his Father for-thar, ſo no 
doubt but he doth Terurn' the ſame 
thanks for this. Such greac-Sinners re- 
ceiveall from: God, 'and- fo have more 
reaſon to-hang down their heads; others 
may ſometigies caſt many” a / lovin! 
oo. T4 2” ps 


$9 : | ; loo 
- .© A 


_ of their-good As,” and freedom from! 


1 look to- their! own Right 
like" \Nebuchadwezzar, olory, This | is the” ; 
22 aft 


If Chice Merey.. 


Babylow which 1 have. buile; and 


the common Pollutions'of rheWorld.: 
But ſuch-who/ were fallen:over head: R 


_ and ears in the mire, and'were dirty'all- 


over, have no cauſe | to boaſt: For Gad* 


_ didnot find'them,” but made themwor-! 
thy. They brought nothing but'Dirt- 


and: Rags), -thar 'were not worthy the 
waſhing {5 only God would pick glory 
out of their worthleſteſs,” to his own 
Grate. Such are ſenſible; that" God 
was not their debtor, but they his and 
that there was nothing'in'them to ob- 
lige God to beſtow-the leaſt Mite of 


mercy on them. 


Therefore we find' not one of theſe - 


mountainous Sinners in'Scripture aſcri- 
bing their Converſion: to their own 
Rrength or merir. 

As no Apoſtle was ſo God- . magnify; 


| ing; ſo none was ſo Self-vilifying as 


Paul ; though he was the greateſt Apo 


ſtle, yet he accounts him -if lefs on | 


the leaſt of all Saints, Eph. 3. 8.” Unto 


me e who: 4 hefe than the leaſt. of all ſaints, 
Surely 


E WY and: 


vB 
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Chiefeſt Sinners Objefts. 
_ Surely he mighe have put himſelf equal - 


to-the-leaft, 'iz_ would have been. great 
humility to do {d'; but he is more. hum+ 
ble-than-fo ;7even leſs than the leaſt;, 
leſs even than. him who was only. fit to. 


be.a; Door-keeper in the Houſe of God, 


And he efteems/himſelf noc only unwor-. 


thy of the Office of an Apoſtle, but of 
the very. /Name,: 3: Cor. 15+ gs {ot wor- 
thy, not only. to. be, but zo be cal'd an 
Apoſtle. And why.?. becauſe of-his for- 
mer Sin ; becauſe I perſecuted the Church 
of God... The remembrance of his great 
Sin before his Converſion, kept him 
humble... And.in v. 10,' when he had 
A little boaſted of his abundant labour, 
he checks: himſelf preſently, yer nor 1, 


. but the grace of God. He attributes his p- . 


very being as a Chriſtian, as well as his 
AtQtions,- to the ſame Cauſe, viz. the - 
Grace of God; by Grace I aw: what 1 
am. $0 Gal.'t. 16. how doth Pas! at- 
tribute to Grace ; pleaſed: by his grace, 
reveal ; Reyelation, not Acquiſition. 


5. Bewailing of Sin, and. ſelf-abbor- 
i repcy for it, . "IH: 
.-When: Men are firſt tranſlated ove 
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of OT iro the Kings m of. 
and. begin. to. ket GC il goſh s 
. ways of Foie Fi rmer brane are a 
| J itter and uncouth ings unto them. 
- The very diſproportion 00 unſuitable- 
© neſs of ,them.;to the _fweetnels of th 
Grace,, which. now they rate trot 
hand. of Jeſus, is an. affence to them, 
and bateful to. their thoughts. ;. There- 
fore.the more Sin a man hath run into. 
before bis return to God, the more he 
ſees the yilenelſs of his own. Nature ure 
TNEY the more he abhors yi 
ſel... Ezek, 36. 32. Thes ſball ; 206. Tee 
member your iniquities.,. and ſhell loath 
2 : ſebves. Tl en? v.29. when God | 
Deg negpmpl ha the Promiſe of ſaving 
all their uncleanneſs. They 
ſhall remember with een what 
was their own Sin, and ſhall enjoy what 
is purely God's, 
Time of pardoning great Sins, is the 
time of great Self-loathing; ſuch prove 
the. holieſt Perſons , becauſe they. haye 
had. more experience of the vil of 
Sin. 
- Such 3re aſbam'd of their Sins not. 0n- 
ly. at the ipfape 'of their Ganverion, 
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Chiefeft Simners Objefts 

but afterwards, every time they"'re- 
member them ; Rom. 6.21, What frust 
had you then in thoſe things whereof you 
are now aſbhawd? Now, at that time, 
when Paul! writ to them ; the very 
ſhame of their Sios ſtuck upon them, 
though they had been converted before. 
The more they grew in the experimen- 
ral knowledge of God and his goodnels, 

rhe more a holy ſhame for Sins commit- 
ted in' their natural condition was Rtirr'd 
In their Conſciences; and they could 
not but bluſh every time they conſider'd 
bow dirty they had been towards God. - 

Now the greater the ſhame, the greater 
the hatred of the occaſion of that ſhame, 
and the more exat the watchfulneſs 
againſt it. As a man that hath fallen 
into ſome Slough by ſome ſtumble or 
over-ſight, when he- travels that way 
again, he cannot but remember what a 
Ig he was in, and will be watchful 
eſt he meet with the ſame miſhap. 
Whoſe heart was more melred by mer- 
cy than Mary Magaaten's? All the Pha- 
ri/ces that Chriſt converted never rain'd 
ſoch ſhowers of Tears; How ſheuſeth 
all her Inſtruments of Sin to be Servants 
| oe) 


to her Repentance ! Her Eyes, which 
had: enflam'd ſo many Hearts, been 
Snares to catch men,ſhe makes the Con- 


duits to convey. her penitential Tears 


to; ber Saviour's Feet, Her Hair, which 
had en rols'd ſo much time 1n the CUrios 


fity of Dreſſes, ſhe uſes'as a Towel, to 


wipe them. The Ointment ſhe had 
us'd for the trickiog up her ſelf, to gra- 
tify #he Senſes of her Lovers, ſhe. pours 


out to embalm her Lord. Her Luſts 


ſhould have no more of her choigeſt 
things, but her Saviour ſhould have all, 
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She would keep them not ſo much for . 


her own uſe, as his. __ 
6. Faith and Dependance. 


I. At preſent in the inſtant of the firſt 
att of Paith. ot \ 

Great Sins makes. us appear in the 
Court of Juſtification, ſub forma impiz, 
with a naked Faith, when we have no- 
thing to merit it, but much to deſerve 
the contrary, Roms. 4.5. —believes en him 
that juſtifies the ungodly. The more un- 


godly, the more elevated is that Faith 
which lays hold on God. TRY. 
unbe- 
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unhelief was very black, for he Had te- 
fas'd to give credit to all the Teftimo- 
nies of the Diſciptes eoncerning Chrilt's 
RefurreCtion; but when he was fenfibte 
of his Crime, and ſo kindly dealt with 
by his Saviour, he purs forth a 6 pn 
oof Faith chan any of che reſt, Joh.20. 
a8. My Lord, and my God ! His Faich 
was not fatisffd with. 1 fingle my 5 he 
-alg him more honourable Titles; and 
is heart grafps him more clofely 
_w_ affecipantely' than any of the 
reſt. | 
The man that was born” blind] and 
curd by Chriſt, owns hin, aQs Ws 
Faith before the Phariſees, Job. 9 
If this man were aot of God, he © 5; z 
zothing, v.39, And he ſaid, 7 believe, and 
he worſhipped him. But when Chriſt 
comes to talk. with him particularly, 
v. 36, 37, 38- he believes. When Chriſt 
eomes to talk with a great Sinner, one 
that hath had Diſeaſes care Ncu- 
rable, he exerts a ſtronger Faith than 
others. 'Tis then,. Lord, T believe, 
and ?ris a Faith accompani'd with an 
Adoration. 


< 


2. Ia 


of Choiceſt Mercy.” 


_TY ts following Oceaffi WEE LTC 
' "'Pardc uch' great Sins, Fs cor 
vetting ſuch great” Sinners , is the beſt 
Credential Lerter' Chrift brings with 
him from - Heaven 5 Men naturally 
would ſcarce believe him for his own 
fake,bur for his Works ſake _—_— Du 
beeauſe they are more led'by 
Faith.” "This Chriſt Pct © wade rn 


bids' his ' Diſciples' believe' him for the 


| Works fake; that he was ſent by God, 


and that they are unanimous 1n this 


Work of Grace, as well as in other 
Works, Joh. 14. xt. Believe me, that 
I am in the Father , and the” Father in 


me, or elſe believe mie for the very works. 


ſake.' Therefore thoſe that haye been 


Partakers of this Converting Grace, if 


they ſtagger, and, doubt 'a fterwards , 
they give the greateſt :Hone" to Cue 
For their unbelief 15 not only open 
his Perfon, but againſt, his Work too. 
That he has far more- reaſon to ſay to 
ſuch, than he did to * Diſciples, AT. 
17.17. How lonz ſhall T be with you ! 
ec. Us ſhould ſtay to do ſuch great 
Works as theſe, and'cannot be —_—_ 

SUC 
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Such great Sins pardon'd, and. ef-_ 
cap'd, make men rake. faſter hold of 
Chriſt afterward. As a:man that. hath 
lately got out of a deep, Lake, wherein 
there were many Serpents; Cracodiles, - 
and Venomous Creatures, . which he 
has eſcapd, and has no Sanctuary. to 
prote& him from: their fury, but by - 
hanging upon-a ſmall Bough ;' when he 
looks down' upon them, ;and ſees them 
gaping for him, and ready. to.devour 
me 1f he were within their reach, he 
will ſummon up all his .ſtrength.co hold 
Faſt that Branch. In ſuch a day will 
the Branch of the Lord alſo-be beautiful 
and glorions, 


uh "4 


Certainly, when the Soul-wenr out 
to Chriſtin ſo deſperate a Condition, 
with the load of guiſe and-diſconrage- 
ment. ypon it,: and reſolv'd.'to venture 
upon-him, .come what would of it, and 
found ſueceſs'; As it was the boldeſt ad- 
venture, which the Scripture frequent- 
ly calls boldneſs, fo 'tis the greateſt en- 
couragement to come to Chrift upon 
any occaſion whatſoever hereafter. This 
firſt at of Faith isof ſo noble and gene- 
rous a quality, that 'cis fer as the KOPy 
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of all _— AQs of Faith, :4.:Hcb. 
14 Beginning of your confidente';” apulw; 
the primary AR of: Faith; which! was 
the principal AUﬀ of Confidence; | =. 

Though there is a greater ſtrengthiin 
the habic of Faith after Converſion; yet 
the firſt exerciſe. of it upon Chriſt is:the 
boldeſt and . moſt viporous,' becauſe--ic 
was for: the: aving the life, when. the 
Soul ſaw -no recovery any: way: bus:in 


Chriſt . and the. moſt noble, -when':ic | 


was under the diſcouragements: of ſuch 
mountains of Guilt. ': 1 4: ngs! 
It alſo gave Chriſt the greate(t' Hes 
Nour ;- for it was an aCt of greater 'Com- 
- fidence in him than any ſucceeding a 
. could he. . Now if thou did(t pur forth 
ſuch a high and daring Ad of / Faith, 
whea all thy fins hung about thee, and 
thou hadſt neither-a #7ur or Aaron to 
hold up thy hands , with. much- more 
confidence mayeſt thou come now, ſince 
thou haſt cried how ſucceſsful chy firſt 
Faith hath been. So when Temptati- 
ons aſſault thee, and the Devil wirh all 
his black Legions beſets thee round, 
thou art:notin a worſe'condition thanar 
the firſt, when all thy ſins did aot only 
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' befiege thee, but poſſeſsthee;- 'wellima 
the Devil--had-all the 'Strong-holds'in 
me, at the worſt; now*tisbut to ſtart 
out, and exerciſe the power of: that firſt 
Faith, | 51 
13»! Im caſe of Corruptions likewiſe, and 
vmafter'd ſins : T have preat 'Corrupti- 
ons, but the Power which raiſed Chrift, 
raifed' me, when 1 had greater- Stones 
vipon:tne, wherewith I had even'wearied 

d himſelf; and now when I have 
fewer, though they are too great" ſtill, 
- ſhall'T deſpair of that Power which 
wrought greater Miracles for me, 'and 
threw away my Grave-Stones, when'I 
was notableto ſtir my ſelf? _ 

14. \S0-in caſeof Deſertion. 'T'll ven- 
ture, to go'to' God, Tet' him frown and 
ftrike:; for lam ſureT did 'once- go to 
him: when I was. his:'abſolute ſworn 
Enemy, and he had not a'greater Hater 
of him inthe world than 1 was, 'and he 
did: receive me: Iam not worſe now 
tharr I was at that time; for love him, 
and would 'do all that T'carito pleaſe - 
him; therefore I will preſs into his Pre- 
 ſence-now, and 'try the ſucceſs of ry 
firſt Faith, . Such 


| ton of Nob. and mighty ſins, 


- herous:Faith, becauſe they 
tlie| Pricciple of Reaſon to- —_ | 


$Sach mnens Baielf in uf | 


'Tis like that of Abrabam's, 2 
”n res or ic the Rom, 1B. "AR 


ve ene ery O 


ſcare a man; Fn: fuch aQs:of 
Faich, and eſtabliſh a.diffidence of the 
Promiſes-of God in the: Soul:-Godre- 
ceives -nomoreGlory from the Faith of 
any; than from thoſe of the greateſt 


Sinners through their RP ks 


. 76bly. Fear and Reverence: 


Gech will awverdeſpiſechs Rickes of 
this Goodneſs arid Patience-which has 


been given-our-to him, 2. Row, 4.- be- 
cauſe 1t has led him to repentance ; and - 


he: will nor: provoke that Goodneſs 
which-is: condi 


to throw him off. 
There is forgiveneſs with thee , faich 


'David; 130. Pſal. 4. that thou mayeſt be 
feared, or cried 'If God ſhould 


ſet mark of Death upon every Iniqui- 
i9/ / who could fiand in his preſence, or 
Hs © > 


| Jefecof 


him to the.enjoy- | 
-ment of all-the fruits-of . Repentance, 
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have any hope to be heard ;/ but becauſe 
he is a God of forgiveneſs, therefore he 


- 4s reverenced; 'therefore the: more: For- 


giveneſs he doth expend upon any, :the 
more he is reverenc'd. ' Aﬀter-a-man's 


-return'to God, "his fear of God is increa- | 
ſed' upon amore: ingeauous account; + 


for he fears God and his goodneſt, 3; Hoſ. 
'5. whereas before he feared God and 
his Power, God' and his Juſtice. ; And 


the Jewr of whom he'there ſpeaks, ſhall 


fear, or” reverence 'that Goodneſs the 
more; becauſe the ſin he has! pardoned 
was ſo great, as the crucifying the Son 


. of God; which according to their Fa- 


thers Wiſh lay upon the heads of- all 
their Poſtericy. Th 

God's Goodneſs once taſted , - will 
m3ke Ingenuity afraid to offend him. 
Self intereſt alſo will-make: them afraid 
to provoke that Mercy that formerly re- 
lieved them, to caſhier them out of his 
Favour, N Eh 

When the man was in the deep Dun- 
geon, where the tetters of Sin entred 


41ato his very. Soul, and bound up-un- 


der the Terrors of the Law:, when 
Mercy ſtepped in, and EY, 
| an 


of Choiceſt Mercy. 
and poured wg into his Wounds; He . 
will be afraid to provoke. that Mercy 

to leave him-in'the ſame; condition 10 
which it found him; -and from. wheace. 
it drew him; - He: will. þe loath- to be 


| numbred amongſt the: Crew of 'Tranſ- 


- greffors,- and Bank of Gally-flaves, from 
S whence hethas been redeemed... :He that 
hath taſted 'the-bitterneſs of - Sin, will 
fear to commit 1t 3; and' he ithat hath 
felt the ſweetneſs of Mercy, will fear.to 
offend it. | &: | 
I might add, For: others ſakes, to em» 
gage them to come to.Chriſt\\: | 
: Every Converſionof agreat Sinner is 
' a new Copy of :God's Love; 'tis a. re- 
peared Proclamation of the tranſcenden- 
cy..of his Grace.” /-Eph. 2. 5,6. Even 
when we were dead inſins;' hath quickened- 
w" together :'with_. Chriſt..." "God hath 
quicken'd thoſe : Rank Sinners, that. 
were as black as darkneſs-it:ſelf;,, and 
had rais'd them to a condition of light; 
why ? v. 7. Not only: for- themſelves; . 
But that iz» the Apes to come he: might ſhew 
forth ; «arep6d2nla_, tranſcendent -74- 
ches of. his igrace. © 'Twasa PiQtuie God 
©, H 3 drew 


8X 


% 


joy of his ſalvation , ; {ok $13 wr; 27, 


Chiefeft Sinners Objefts 
drew of his: 'own-Heart, and expos'd to 
the'view of the Wonld, ehatithey might 
know by the gracious 'Eatertainmednt, 
and high advancement of thoſe Sinners, 
how lideral hes, and: -wouldalways: be. | 
;o the diſtributions: of his Grace, -that.. | 
Penitent Sinners of as nr fr : 
be encouragd in all _ to; rely 

him, This was his [in Pals : 
Converfionin this: ri v.16. Hows 
beit, "for. this cauſe T obtain'd -merty,/ that 
in me firſt Feſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all 
Tong-ſuffering for a pattern to them which 


Id hereafter believe on him tolife ever- 
laſting. A Pattern to them which-ſhould d 


| hereafter believe: on: him. Ho ſets wp 


this Apoſtle as 4 White Flag to invite 

Rebels to treat with him, and return to 
their Loyalty.: As\every-great-Judg: 
ment upon a: grand Singer 15: as 
hanging a Man in 'Chains ,. to-deter 


others from the like ptaQtice; ſo every 


Converſion is not only arrat of God's 
M6rcy 'to the Convert but ab Invita- 


tion'to the $ Qators. 
This is-th Argument David: ſeth 


o perſuade God to-pour into-Hhim the 
Toes 


Thex will Þ teach tranſareſſors: thy ways; 
&c. Tikmake all Joufa/om ring obs 5 
and Sinners ſeeing the multitude and: 
long Train of thy tender 'Metrcies;| fiall 
fly into thy Arms to: be partakers of the 


ſame'Grace, ' For every great Convers 


fion is as a' Jea-mark, to guide others 
uwto a ſafe harbour: /\ And indeed: th 
he tells God, when he: had receiv 
Pardon, that this would be the. iſue: of 
God's Pardon to David, Pal. 32: 5, & 


' whichis thought to be'penn'd upon the 


{ame occaſion; as Pa. 51. when 2: 5; 
he'had been forgiven, he tells Gad what 
theiefte&t upon others would be; v6. 


Por this ſhall every one that is godly,” &c. 


Judgingir the fitteſt time tocorhe when 
God is dealing -out his Mercy. © Suck 
effets we find whea Chriſt was::uport 
the Earth.z- when:Chriſt call'd gs 20 
Mark 2. 14. 'the next; news we- hear, 
v. 15. is, that many Publicans-and Sit- 


ners fat down with him, 'and-follow'd 


him.. Many of the ſame: Tribe were en- 
courag'd. by this kindnels.to one of their 
Fellows; ;to attend 'upowhim.7: 127171 -, 

:- As when a Phyſician-comes-into'an 
Houſe where many are fick; and cures 
ISID n4$ one 
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'Teriupon.all thy unbelief »And : If 
ft 1-44 


one that is: deſperate, 'tis an encourage- 
ment- to: the: reſt 'ro | rely; upon his 
.. 'When Chrift'gives an Experiment of 
his! Arr on' any [Sinner near. thee, -'tis a 
Call'ifrom Heaven as well to-excite thy 
Emulation/to:come to him as thy Aﬀo- 
niſhmentat it. ' Asthe Converſion of 
the: Genrztzs. was to-provake the: Fews to 
Jealouſy! 11. Rom: '11. Salvation. is 
come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke,'&C, 
Indeed fuch Converſons:may more ra- 
tjonally'/move men, than any Miracle 
can:objettively -movethe Senle;: Toſee 
fach a-remarkable Change wrovght in 
the Soul of a Devil, in a-Diabolicsl Na- 
tore; If men-beheve not. in Ghrift af- 
#6r the ſight of duch ſtanding: Miracles, 
'ris an:aggravation of. their Impeniten- 


+£p4.:25\ much !asiany :Miracle:- Chriſt 

wrought-upon:the::Earth, was-of the 
Jews Obftinacy,' and -does :putras: black 
ia dye upbnit, 'zr, Mat. 32;'Te when you 


had ſeen ity repented not afterward, that 


_ yo! mighnchelieuerhim, Not.any-great 


Sinner thatithowhaſt ſeen: rake:Heaven' 


. 


by violence;-buris writ downbyGoc F-1 


> 


CT Soars ' og, 
w. : F | E] 


ie his perſecuting Fury, againſt ſuch: 
clea? :Feltimoenies./ nf nyt 
Had you been in the'times of Chriſt, 
and: ſeen. thoſe Miracles he'.wrought 
among the Jews., you would-all think 
you: ſhould never have been.ſo-ſtupid as 
they were, but would: preſently have 
believ'd in-him upon a: ſight of: thoſe 


Wonders. Let metell you, the Succeſs 


of Chriſt's. Grace upon the Souls of 


. men, whereof you have ſeen many 


Evidences , - iS: A greater Miracle, :by 
Chriſt's own confeſſion, than uſually 


he wrought: . For he tells the Apoſtles, 
they ſhould work greater morks, 14. Joh. 
- 12. Which: he means: of their Succeſs 


in" conver ting- work: And {o- thy Im- 


peniteney has:as great-aggravations as 
the Jewiſh Perverlity. Let every ſuch 


Con- 
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this new DoQtrine'; Tet Paul proceeded): 
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_ Converſion of a great Sinner be a 
any" as hope to-thee; andya ſpur i 
Further, ſuch Converſions evidence 

| that God's Commands are praQicable, 

that his Yoke is not darthoothits me; | Men 

- naturally think God a hard: Maſter, that 

his Commands are impoſſible tobe per- 

_ formed; -but when they ſee men that 

had lain foaking' in Sin many years, to 

have a freſh and fair Verdure by Grace, 
to run with delight in the ways of God's 

Cammands : When they ſee men that 

had the greateſt prejudices againſt the 

ways of God, 'throughly turn'd,. they 
may think with themſelves, Why may 
not I obſerve thole Commands ?- Is it 
more impoſſible for me, than ſuch a'one ? 

*Tis natural to men not to believe, un- 
leſs they fee Miracles ; 4. John 48, 'Ex- 
cept ye fee ſigns and wonders, ye-will not 
believe. Therefore all' the ftanding 
Miracles God hath left in the world, are 

the extraordinary. Converſions of--men, 

and the worlt of men, that mea- may 
thereby be convinced: of the Power of 
the ' Goſpel, and the' Strength''iof | his 

Grace, by ſeeing the 'admirable ar? 
rr ;4 


verliop begins jnadmiration. 


3 157 VS .E. © 
; T, Infleuttion. | : me: 
_ This DoQrine manifeſts the' Power 
| Nothing! ſhows more the heavenly, 
Authority of. the Chriſtian. Religion, 
and the Divine Efficacy of the Word, 
than the ſudden Converſions of notori- - 
ous Sinners, Thata man ſhould enter 
- Into the Church a Tyger, and. return a 
'Tis this little Stone. which is/joftru- 
mental to Jay Luſts more Giant-like 
than Go/iah, groveling in the duſt.” 
That Pas/, mad with Rage agaialt 
the Chriſtians,. ſhould after an Arreſt 
in his Journey embrace a Religion he 
had hated. A. Phariſee changed ingo a 
Preacher. A_ Perſecutor commence a 
Martyr. That one of eminent Parts, 
in favour with the - Savbedrizs, ſhould 
fly from a Preferment expeQted, and pa- 
tronize a DoArine contemned in. the 
world, and attended with Poverty; Mi- 
ſery, cryel Scourgings, and Doh. 
< Ell» 


of it. upon others; for many. timgs Con- 
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"Whenever you ſee ſuch EffeQs, take 
them as new Credentials from Heaven, - 
to maintain the Credit of the Word, 
and to aſſert the Authority of that Con: 
clufion Paul lays down, Rom.r. 16. 
That-it 15 the power of God unto ſalvas 
tion. God pains a reputation” to 'the. 
Goſpel, andthe power of Chriſtianity, . 
that car 1a a moment change' Perſons 
from Beaſts to Men, frony own to 
Saints. 


es - Ay: es of Deſpair. 
* Deſpair not of others, when thou | 
doſt refle&t upon thy'own Crimes z:and 
confidereft, that' God never dealt with 
a baſer Heart in the World than thine 
was. Was not Pal as unlike to prove 
a Convert, as any-Relation of thine that 
wallows in his blo2d ? W ho-would have 
thought that Ozeſſmws ſhould run' from 
his Maſter, 26d" be catched in Chriſt's 
Arms ? 

Neither deſpair of thy ſelf. Shall any 
Soul-in anguiſh, and cover'd with-pe- 
niteritial Bluſhes, think it ſelf caſt 'out' 
of” the Riches of God's -affeRionate: 

| Grace ! ? Shall any Man fo much bla{- 
|  pheme 


, $800 
WY tht 


ſelf; for-where the 


1s with thee, oven harp. io his Eſſential 
preſence ; yea,.th thou wert Hell 

6h pt 
Hell : Yet! if che Soul; chrobs,; fighs, 
2roans' under it, his infinite Grace will 
break down the.door, and come in up- 
on thee. And we know, that neither 
ſhe that had ſeven Devils,. nor he that 
had-a Legion, were ſtrong; <novgh ro 
knep out Chrit. 


ly. Comfort. 

| Tf God has made thee Gy a creat Sin- 
ner the Obje& of his Mercy, thou way'|t 
be allur'd;of, -'- 

$f Continuance of his Love, He par- 
don'd thee when thou werr an, Enemy, 
will. he leaye chee.now thou. art his 
Friend? He lov'd thee when thou hadft 
raz'd out in a great meafure his In 
and PiQture, which he had ſet in 


chy 
Soul ; will he hate. thee-now, . lice. he 
has reſtor'd that Image, and rawn-t 
with freſh Colours ? He juſtified theo 

when 
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oY eme os CY Bowels of, Jeſus 
Chriſt, /as.to' fly to a-Knife,. a, Hake 

. -or'a deep: Well for ſuccour.?. o_ 
- .thouwert in Hell, David tells. thee God 


Zo 


wr 


2. 
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-when thou wert « wigdly, and willhe 
caſt thee off, fince he hath been.at ſuck 
-pains about thee, and*written-18 thee 
-4 Counterpart of his owndivine Nature 
in the Work of | Grace? | 

Were his Bowels firſt mov v'd when 


thou hadlt no Grate? and will they nor 


found-louder ſince thou haſt Grace ! 


- - Would the Father embrace his'Son, 
"when his Garments ſmelt: of 'Draff and 


Swine? and will he caft him off, wa 


he hath put-upon him-a Royal Robe ? 


Will Pherzoh's Daughter pity Moſes, 
when he was in a filrhy-ptchy Ark? 
and will the Charitable Lady ſcorn him 


when he is dreſs'd ? ? 


21y. Supplies of his Grace. # 
Thou Kadfe 2 rich Preſent of his 


Grace'fent thee, when thou could'ſt not 
-pray for it ; and will he not much more 
' give thee whatſoever'is tieedful, when 
*-thou calleſt upon him ? He was found 


of thee, when thou g:dit not ſeek hint ; 
and will he hide Iirmfelf from thee 
when thou art enquiring after: him ? 


A wile Builder does/not begin a Work, 
when he is. not able to fimſh it, God 


confſt- 


ven-thee, is: not only a'Mercy to _ 


conſider'd, bifore: he-begr 


what Charge thou would ſtand hit 


in, both of Merit in Chriſt, and Gracc 
in thee ; fo that the /Grace he Beni ths? 


but an Obligation on'/himſelf, fince-his 
Credit is 'enpa ed to compleat'i it. Thou 
haft more 'unanſwerable Arguments to 
plead before him, than thou hadft, ve. 
His:Son, this Truth',' his Promiſe, his 
Grace, his Name, wherein before chou 


hadfſt not the _= intereſt. 


thee, and wa 'd thee; if he Ala now. 


tendto ſupply thee with as much Grace 


as ſhall bring thee'to'Glory ? To what 
purpoſe ſhould a Creditor forgive' part 
of a Debt, and lay the Debtorin Priſon 
for 'the other or ? 'Has' God piven 
'thee”*Chriſt ? ''and will he detain -any 


thing elſe? ' Supplies'of Wants, 'Grants | 


of any thing thou deſireſt, 'are'but'asa 
few grains of Pepper that: rhe Grocer 


"— inagan Overplys to many pounds. 


zly. Strength againſt Corrs HORS. 
Can Molehills ſtandagainft him who 
has levell'd Mountains ? . Carr a 'few 
. Clouds 
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Chiefeſt Sinners 'Objefts 
Clouds withſtand the melting Force of 


- the'Sun, /which has difſolv'd thoſe black 


Miſts that overſpread; che-Face of the 
Heavens ? -No more can'the remain- 


. ders of thy. Corruptiog bear head againſt 


-his Power, which has thrown down the 
great Hills-of the Sins of thy Natural 
Condition, and has difſolv'd the thick 
Fogs of thy unregeneracy. | {$25 

Thou caofſt neither doubt his Strength 
nor his Love; . Amor gaudet in maximus; 
He has done the greateſt, and will he 
withdraw his Hand from - doing "the 


leaſt ? : When Moſes ſlew the Egyptian, 


*tis ſaid, AF#s 7.25. That he ſuppoſed his 
brethren would have underſtood, | that God 
intended by hu hand to deliver them. 
Mzſes was a Type of Chriſt ; Has Chriſt 
overthrown a whole. Army of Agypri- 
ans, that did, not only purſue thee, but 


| kept thee in flavery?.. Has he over- 
-turn'd them all in the Red Sea? and 


wilt thou' not. take notice thereby, that - 
he intends to be thy Deliverer from the 
ſcatter'd Troops of them ? | 


zly. Exhortation. - ou; 


1. Tothoſe that God hath dealt ſowith, 
i. Glorify 


f- C ice prin 


FA Glorify God for his Grace: 
| CAN is all the Glo 
give to\God for his Grace, ſeeing 


can add nothing to his Eſſential « A bone 


| Chriſt = come at the laſt day to be 


. aamwir'd ; ay ſend your Admirations 
before- 62 to attend him at his Corn- 
ing. 


Who mide thee thus to differ from 
another ? Was it.not God ? Let him 
then have the Glory; If he made thee 
to differ from others in the Enjoyment. 
of his Mercy, do thou alſo differ from 
others in the Sounding of his Praiſe. 
If thou haft an Aopet's State, *tis fit 


' thou ſhould'ſt have an Angel's Note. 


If David,ewhen he confider'd the glo- 
rious Heavens God had made for Man, 
cried out fo affeQtionately , Pſa. 8. 4. 
What is man that thou art mindful of 
bim ! Surely , when thou conſidereſt 
that Work of Grace which God hath 


wrought in thee, thou may with 


Aſtoniſhment cry out, What is man that 
thou art mindful of him! What is ſuch a 
Toad, that thou ſhouldeſt take him into 


_ thy boſom ? For there is not a Grace 


fn thee, but is more elorious than the 
k Si 
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Sun with all: its Regimeats of Stars ; 
and is more like to God than the great 
Fountain of Light with all its amazing 
ſplendor. *Tis ſomething of that Hea- 


ven, which is more glorious than all 
the reſt of the Heavens; and is above 


the reach of the natural Eye. Oh what 
is Man that thou art thus mindful _of 


lum, to make him whois a Hell by Sin, 


to become. Heaven: by Grace ! Pardon 
of but one a of Sin, makes us for ever 
debtors to God ; becauſe one Sin ren- 
ders us obnoxious to Eternal Torments, 
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and every Sin includes a hatred of God. 


W hat then is it to remit ſuch vaſt Sums, 
if to pardon one be a Miracle ! To par- 
don many committed againſt a ſuffering 
Chriſt, that hath invited us, and repeats 
his invitations, after they have been re- 


jected, is a Miracle of the greateſt mag- | 


nitude, ſomething above a Miracle ! 
How ſhould you think Facob's Ex- 


preſſion in Temporal Mercies, a'few 


Sheep, too mean !. Gez..32. 10. I am 
leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies, Oh 
I am leſs, leſs, leſs than the leaſt. of all 


this Mercy. A great Sinner, when con- 


verted, ſhould ſing a Note ſomewhat 


above 


of Choiceſt Mercy. © 
above David's, Pal. 116. 12: What ſball 
T render ? and would ſay, I can render 
nothing, nothing ; but I will render 


Praiſe, Bleſſing, amazement, Aﬀoniſh-. 


ment ; That is alt I can render, and 
cannot render enough of that. 

Had you choſen God firſt, it Had been 
ſome ingenuity in God to anſwer that 
affeQtion ; but God choſe you firſt, and 
that when there was nothing lovely id 
you, when he ſaw you the molt de- 
form'd Cfeatures in the World. There 
was no Likeneſs between God and thee. 
Similis ſimile amat, is a Rule in Nature ; 
but in this- Caſe, Dew optimiwe diliget 
hominem peſſimum. 

*Tis: that which does amaZe the Dil- 
ciples ; they could not tell the reaſon 
why Chriſt ſhould manifeſt himſelf co 
them, John 14. 22, Perhaps thou art” 
only fnatcht out of a Family ; the 
Wrath of God may be fallen upon the 


reſt, and thou only eſtap'd. Has he 


not lopt down many Cedars in Morali- 
ty, and choſen thee, a Thorn, a Shrub, 
| to deck Heaven with? Are not niany 


damn'd, that were not. guilty of thy 


Sins ? 


I > How 


ETT | 


on 
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How wonderful is it that ſuch a black 
Firebrand ſhould be made a Statue fit 
for Glory ? He might have writ thy 
Name as ealily in his Black Book, as in 
his White. Is it not admirable Mercy 
for a God provok'd, to take pains with 
Riff-necked Sinners, and to beat down 
Mountains of high Imaginations, to 
rear upa Temple to himſelf? If Mercy 
had knockt once or twice, and no more, 
thou had(t dropt into Hell ; but Mercy 
would not leave knocking. Perhaps 
thy Sins were ſo great, that -if thou 
hadſt gone but a little farther , thou 
hadſt been irrecoverable ; but God put 
a ſtop to the proud Waves, faying, 
Hitherto ſhalt thou 20,” and no further. 


2ly. Often call to mind thy former 
SIN, | | 

It hath been the cuſtonrof the Saints: 
of Godrformerly. When Matthew rec- 
kons up the Twelve Apoſtles, Maz.10.3. 
whereof he was one, he remembers his 
former State, Matirh-w the Publican; but 
none of the other Evangeliſts call him 
fo in that Enumeration, - 


| 6 e It 
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of Choiceſt Mercy. 
1. It makes ts more humble. Thoughts 
of Pride. cannot lodge in us, when the 


remembrance of our Rags, Bolts, and 
Fetters, is frequently renew'd. What 


was there in thy former life, but Miſery, 
to move God to ſhew Mercy to thee ? 
Though Pax! had a greater Manifeſta- 
tion than any we read of, nay than 
Chriſt himſelf had, (for we do not read 


that Chriſt was wrapt up into the Third 
Heavens ) yet how frequently does he + 


remember his Sin of Perſecuting, to 


keep Humiliation 1n exerciſe, and ſtop 


the growth of Pride. 
2ly. It will make us thankful. Senſe 


of Miſery heightens our Obligation to 


Mercy. Men at Sea are moſt thankful 
for Deliverance, when they conſider the 
Danger ,pf the foregoing Storm. A 
long Night makes a clear Morning 
more welcome. bY , 


zly. 1t will make thee more attive in 
the Exerciſe of that Grace which # con- 
trary to thy former Sin. Chriſt ask*d 
Peter thrice whether he lov'd him, John 
21, to put him tacirly in mind of his 
PE 1 | E.23-24 late 
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late Sin, and to have a threefold Exer- 
ciſe of his Love, proportionable to his 
threefold Denial. 


» 4ly. It will be a Preſervative againſt 
falling into the ſame Sin again. Perhaps 
Chriſt might preſs that threefold De- 
mand of Peter's Love, to renew his Re- 
pentance for his Apoſtacy, as the beſt 
Antidote againſt the falling into the | 
ſame Sin; . and therefore Peter was 
gricy'd when he ask'd him the third 
time ; not ſo much, it may be, for the 
ſuſpicion his Maſter had of his Fidelity, 
as for the juſt Cauſe of Jealouſy his fall 
had given him. And at this third Que- 
ſtion calling to mind his Denial, he re- 
new'd his Grief for his late unworthy 
Carriage, Look back then upon thy for- 
mer Sin, bur let it be with Anger and 
Shame, to ſtrengthen thy Deteſtation, 
to ſtrangle thy former delight in it, 
and to magnify the Mercy of God, who 
has deliver'd thee from ir. | 
_ When the Corinthians were proud of 
their ſpiritual Gifts, the Apoſtle beats 
down their ſwelling Plumes, by giving 
them a review of. their accurſed State, 
FY | | 1 Cor. 


F 


of Choiceſt Mercy. 


1: Cor. 12. 2. Te know that ye were Gen- 
tiles, carried away unto theſe dumb 1dols. 
Te know that ye were Gentiles, &c. When 
a Convert frequently confiders what he 
was once in his unregenerate State, he 
would not for all the Honours, Profits 
and Pleaſures of the World, return to 
that State again ; ſo great a delight he 
takes in the Work of the New Creature. 


Second Branch of Exhortation 1s to 


thoſe that are in a donbting Condition. 


Obj. The main ObjeAion ſuch make, 
is the Grems of Sin. Oh ! there 
was never ſuch a great Sinner 1n the 
World as Iam! If you rake all Hell 
over, you will not find ſuch another. 
Sure God will never pardon me; My 
Sins are too great to be forgiven. Such 
language as this does ſometimes drop 
from Men, which they are partly urg'd. 
to by the Devil, todiſparage that Royal 
Priace Jeſus, that came to deſtroy bis 


Works, and to keep up an Enmity be- 


tween God and Man, in making the 
Creature have jealous Thoughts of the 
Creator. And partly from a Man's 

FT; I 4 own 


Chiefeſt Sinners Objefs 
own Conſcience, which aQtivg by thoſe 
legal Principles writ in the Heart by 
Nature, which are direQive, and upon - 
non-oblervance condemning, but diſco- 
ver nothingot pardoning Grace. This 
was the firſt At of Natural Conſcience 
1n 44am, after he had {inn'd, he: had 
the kaſt thoughts of forgiveneſs, for he 
ſtudied nothing, but how he might fly 
from the Preſence of God. Such 
Speeches as theſe diſcredit thy Creator, 
if they be perſiſted in, argues thee to be 
one of Caiz's Poſterity, who indeed told 
God to his very face, Gez. 4. 13. that - 
his Siz was greater than could be forgiven. 
I will a little argue with ſuch, 


Arſ. x. Art thou indeed the greateſt 
Sinner ?. I can hardly believe it.. Didit 
thou ever. ſin after the rate that Pau!1 
did ? or wert thou ever poſſeſs'd with 
ſuch a -fury ** Sure there have been 
ſome as great Sinners as thou art, be 
as. bad as bad can be. If thou wert to 
look over the Names of all thoſe now 
in Heaven, and ask them all what Sins 
they were guilty of, before God ſhow'd 
Mercy :to them ; I cannot think wen 
þ +: LE 2 en Wy -.CNOU 


of Choiceſt Mercy. 
thou ſhouldeſt: find many that would 
Mate thee, yea, and exceed thee too ; 
and thou canſt not charge thy ſelf with 
any. black Circumſtances, but thou 
wouldeſt meet with ſome or other that 
would-cry out preſently, Oh, I was in 
the like condition, and rather worſe ! 
What doſt thou think of Chriſt's Mur- 
therers, - who reliſted the Eloquence of 
his Sermons, and the Power of his Mi- 
racles? And when his Death had dark- 
ned the Sun, ſhook the Earth, clave 
the Rocks, rent the Vail of the Temple 
in twain; not one Heart among that 
murderous Crew. had any ſaving Re- 
lentings that we read of. And yet were 
not ſome of theſe converted by Peter's 
Sermon, and the Pardon of them left 
upon Record by the Spirit of God ? 

+ Have not ſome of God's greateſt Fa» 
vourites been the greateſt Sinners? Did 
not Adam draw upon him the guilt of 
all his Poſterity, and may in ſome ſenſe 
be charg'd with the Sins of all thoſe 
that came out of his Loins, even all 
Mankind? Yet to this very Perſon was 
the firſt Promiſe of the Goſpel made, 


and that before he pronounced wt 
F- y en- 


Chiefeſt Sinners Objefts 
Sentence againſt him for his Sin, Gey. 
3- 15+. Ep 


2ly. Suppoſe thou art the greateſt, 
is thy ſtaying from Chriſt the way to make 
all thy Sins leſs ? Art thou fo rich, as to 
pay this great debt out of thy own Re- 
venue? Or haſt thou any hopes of ano- 
ther Surety ? Did any Man or Angel 
tell thee, they could fatisfy for thee ? 
Can Complaints of a great Load, with- 
out endeavouring its removal, eaſe that 
Back that- bears it ? 


3ly. Are thy Sins the greateſt ? 7: 
not the ſtaying from Chriſt a making them 
greater ? Does not God command thee 
to come to Chriſt? and is nor thy delay 
a greater Act of Difobedience, than the 
Complaint of thy fſinfulneſs can -be of 
Humility ? Haſt thou not Load enough 
already, but wilt thou add Unbelief, 
which is as black as all thy other Sins 
put together ? Is not a refuſal of his 
Mercy provocative ? Thou art mad if 
thou thinkeſt thy Sin can decreaſe by 
trampling upon Chriſt's Heart, and 
ſpurning- at his Bowels. Thou haſt 

| — ſinn'd 


of Choiceſt Fercy. 
 finn'd agaialt Juſtice, againſt Wiſdom, 


agaialt common Providence : Is. not 


123 


| this enough, but wile thou rob him of 


an Opportunity to ſhow the Riches of 


his Grace, by refuſing the Blood of his 


Son, which his Wiſdom contrived, and 
his Love offers ? 


Who is it perſuades thee thus to keep 


off from Chriſt ? Does God ? Show 


me, where is his hand for it ? Show me - 


thy Authority in God's Warrant. But 
ſince thou canſt nor, I am ſure 'tis thy 


own corrupt heart and the Devil in 


League together. And mayſt thou not 
ſay of him far better than 4hþ4b did of 
Micaiah, Thou didlt zever prophecy good 
to me ;- no, he never did, nor ever will. 
What, wilt thou more black thy ſelf, 
by following the Devil's Counſel, than 
obeying God's Command? If thy fin be 
great, let it multiply thy Tears, but by 
no means ſtop thy progreſs to Chriſt. 


athly. Were thy ſins leſs than they are, 


thoy mighteſt not ſo eaſily believe in Chriſt, 
as now thou mayeſt, 
If thou wilt not, believe while thy 
ſins are great, and thy heart naughty, 
Are 


Chiefeſt Sinners ObjeAs 

I dare aſſure thee, if thy heart were not 
naught, and thy fins little, thou wouldſt 
not believe ; for thou wouldeſt be apr 
to believe in thy own heart, and truſt 
in thy own Righteouſneſs, rather than 
believe in Chriſt. Great Sins and a bad 
Heart felt and bewaiPd, is rather an ad- 
vantage ; as Hunger 1s an incentive to 
a man to ſeek for Meat. If men had 
clean hearts, *tis like they would diſpoſe 
of them otherwiſe , and rather think 
Chriſt-ſhould come to them. Mens Po- 
verty ſhould rather make them more 
1mportunate, than more modeſt, To ſay, 
I will not come to Chriſt, becauſe I have 
great fins, is as if one ſhould ſay, I 
will never have any thing to do with 
Happineſs if offer'd, becauſe I have 
great Miſery : I'll go to no Chirurgeos, 
becauſe my Wound is ſo great: Plleat 
no Bread, becauſe I am fo exceeding 
hungry, and like to ftarve. This is ill 
Logick; and fo 'tis with thee, to argue, 
Becauſe I am filthy, therefore I will not 
go to the Fountainto be waſhed ; or-to 
think to be ſanified before believing. 
Now fince thouhaſt, as thou confeſſeſt, 
no Rightgouſneſs to truſt in, ge on 
tnou 


thou ſhou{deſt be the more eaſily per- 
ſuaded to caſt thy ſelf upon Chriſt, face 
there is no other way but that, 

If therefore thou art afraid of drown- 


| ing under theſe mighty Floods which 


rowl upon thee, methinks thou ſhould 
do as men ready to periſh in. the Wa- 
ters, catch hold of that which 15;next 
them, though it be the deareſt Friend 
they have ; and there is none nearer to 
thee than Chrift, nor any ſuch a Friend ; 
catch hold therefore of him. | 


6 >» ; 
gthly. The Greatzeſs of thy Sin is 4 


ground for a Plea. 


Turn thy Sins into Arguments, as Da- 
vid doth; 25. Pſal. 11.— For it is great. 
Some tranſlate it, Though 2t be preat ; 
and the Hebrew word 2 will bear both. 
The P/a/miſt uſeth two Arguments, 
God's Name, and the Greatneſs of his 


S1n. . And both are as good Arguments 


as they were then. 

Thou mayeſt go to God with this 
language in thy mouth ; Lord, my fil- 
thineſs is greet, there is more need there- 


fore of thy waſhing me; my Wound 
- is deep, the greater is the neceſſity of 


{ome 
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Chiefeſt Sinners Objefs 
ſome Plaiſter for the Cure. What cha- 
ritable man in the world would not 
haſten a Medicine, rather than refuſe to 
grant it? Whatearthly Phyſician would 
obje&, The Diſeaſe is great, therefore 


there 15 no neceſſity of a Cure ; there. 


fore there is no room left for my Skill ? 
And ſhall God be leſs charitable than 
man? 
Dogs are filthy and foul , yet they 
may lay claim to Crumbs. | 
. Thou mayeſt uſe alfo the Argument 
of God's Name, Sinners may plead for 
Grace upon the account of God's Glo- 
ry; vis, The Glory God will have by 
it. His Wiſdom is eminent in ſerving 
his own Ends by his greateſt Enemy. 


His Power in conquering Sin, his Grace 


in pardoning. Show him his own Name, 
$4: Exod. and ſee if he wilt deny any 
etter of it. 

If thy Diſeaſe were not ſo great, 
Chriſt's Glory would not be fo illuſtri- 
ous, Pardon of ſuch Sins enhanceth 
the Mercy and Skill of thy Saviour. 
The multitude of Devils which were in 
Mary Magdalen , are recorded to ſhow 
the Power of that Saviour that expell'd 

| _ them,. 


of Choiceſt. Mercy. / 


them , and wrought ſo remarkable a 
Change. Are thy fins the preateſt ? 
God that loves to advance his free Grace 
in the higheſt manner, will be glad of 
the opportunity to have ſo great a Sin- 
ner follow the Chariot of it, and to ma- 
nifeſt thereby its uncontroulable Power. 
Uſe David's Argument 39. P/al. 12. 
When wer. 8. he pray'd, that God would 
deliver him from his 1ra»ſereffions, v. 12. 
' he uſeth this argument, Thar he was a 
pe Ot I know no reaſon bur it may 
e thine, for if thy ſins be great, thou 
art more alienated from God than the 
ordinary rank of men: Lord, thou doſt 
command us to ſhow kindneſs to ſtran- 


gers, to love our Enemies ; and wilt 


thou not uſe the ſame Mercy to a ſtran- 
ger, that thou commandeſt -others to 
uſe, and ſhow the ſame Love to fo 
great an Enemy as I am? The greater 
my Enmity, the more glorious will be 
thy Love. 

Plead therefore, 


xt, Infiuiteneſs of God's Mercy. 
*Tis ſtrange if thy Debts ſhould be 


| 027 


ſo great, that the Exchequer of the King 
_ O 
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of kings caanot diſcharge. Why ſhould 
the Apoſtle ſay, God was rich in mercy, 
Eph; 4. and call it Great Love, if it 
wete ſpent only upon little fins, and if 
any Debts could exhault it: For ſurely 
an Infinite God cannot be finitely rich; 
If God be rich in mercy, he is ſarely 
infinitely rich : Thou canſt. not think 
that ariy that have got to Heaven before 
thee, have drein'd his Treaſures. , for 
then it had been finite, not infinite: 
They were not unſearchable Riches, if 
the ſins of all the world could find the 
bottom of them. P 

God looks upon his: Grace as the - 
greateſt part of his Eſtate. He calls it 
his Riches, which Title he gives not any 
other Attribute: Now Riches are not: 
tolye by and ruſt, but to belaid out and 
traded with; and the more they are tra- 
ded with, the more Wealth they bring 
in, God hath'not delight to keep rheſe 
Riches by him, and to hoard them up 
for no uſe ; for omwne bonum eft ſui diffu- 


ſroum ; therefore the more Goodneſs 


any thing hath, the more diffulize it is 
of it ſelf. God: loves to diſtribute his 
Wealth upon his own terms, and to' | 
_ venture 
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venture out Riches. of Grace, that 
he, may have returns of: Riches of | 
Glory; {o thar if: you come: to'1God,? 
_ you have all: his Eftate at-yourifervice. 
& Till thou canſt be as: ſinful asGod is 
F merciful, as evil as God. is good,:do not 
F thiak thy IJaiquities) can:check-an'Al- 
Almighty Goodneſs. Mercy bears the 
- greateſt ſway in God's Name, 34.-Exo0d; 
6,17; There 1s but one: Letter of | his 
Power,. two of .his Juſtice; -and-nme or 
ten expreſſions of his Mercy. His Power 
attends his Mercy aswell:as his Juſtice z 
fo that on\Mercy's' ſide: dpainſt [Foſtice 
there is five to-one, which is great odds. 
Plead then with God, Lord, ?tis ſaid 
in thy Ward, 3: Prow.'28;: Say not ano 
thy neighbour, Ga; ind:come atatn, and"td 
 worrow. I will: ave thee, when "tis. in the 
pawer , of \ thine: hand\ to do it." Should 
_ nota manrefule-to give to his Neigh- 
 bonr,. when he bas-it by him;; and ſhall 
the mercifbl; God deny-me that Mercy 
- which. 1: beg: of him upon my knees, | 
when; he has it all in ſtore by him? 
Muſt I forgive my Brother,.if he offends 
7 times, double perfe&t Number; and 
muſt-I be more-charicable tomati;-rhar - 
313 kk  Infivite” 


Mercy asfuch)y 
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bw? Hoſt choa orig, 4 iat TIE 
hap bilori ola ltr an/er «ffrons for 1 
fo 33.U/ca5.?-Tharthou doſtHpr a 
rites like anhick: tloud, 4 4.1fa; ehape 
b thereanp>Cloud {6 chick - to 286+ 
themelingpower.of the Sun j and thall 
evera JOE ſmbe fo thickasto\maſter 
the- power of nar Al Has not thy 


cRg 2qU 

to! nlead for ane, as thy. Juſtice bas: t 
deelaim againſt me?. Is uo Joltiee'b boteey 
arm'd Sr Reaſon; char ch1y/ ws nefs 
with Compaſſions ? 'Have thy Bow: 
noEloquence ?:Ohtwho cat refit the 
pleafing Rhetorick of his own Bowels ? 

2dly. Chriſt: ou Tera! Intent 5 in his 6 
CORSINR ; was ta:dife p | 
xyas \called jew, 


a. 


rag were. nor 46 afnnd an as: 
hehe wort?! To fave'o be 
iniquities; ihad- not 1 Ire 


ble ipthe:glorions Np nic off Jeſas; "Nei: 


ent can: We cunceie iow Chriſt ſhould 
po BE OE TR _ enter 


AQ 


' Thou didft come'to doth 


rent, he would have put fo Limit 
tion in that Prayer he raughehis Diſci- 
ples, and not have commanded, cher e6 
paLo Forgive, ws our "Tre(ps es ; ;-bue 
Forgive us var little Sins, 'or Suy 

a ſize, He never ask'd what fins; 
how many” ſins men were Peers of 
when they came to. him. But upon : 
Faith, ſaich he, Thy fins are forgiven thee. = 
Plead therefore with Chriſt, and- fag, "4 - 
\ Fathei 
Will; which was, thar nohe ſhould be. 
caſt off chat come unto thee 3 and tho! 


9 


og Chet 
or the greateſt fins, 
#4, Chriſt, and ex parte erate; A 


for God could: t:acceprt  Satis LLES 
of hut \ what was infinite; 10: Heb." 
One ' fatrifice for. ns for ever," 8c; Ne 


« EA; AP A ts be: 0 Ren wit” JF. 3 mY = 


res, EA Sa F 8 IL, EAELS Et 
NE BEE v:x WH Fen 


"Cath 6, Sincls Ojett 


one ſio, but ſins., Not little ſins, but ſins 
without exception, Yea, and 'tis all 
fin, ix Toh 1.7- And. all includes 4 great 
* Gontart as, well as litrle....*. Satan once. .came to 
Takjens a fick man, and ſhows him a greaf Ca» 
Sen" galogue of his.ſins, concluding from 
p: 13. thence, his: Eternal AP DLarIon.: "The 
” ſtick man ſtrengthening, himſelf by the 
Word gf God, (bid the Devit write; over 
the - Catalogue: in great: Letters thoſe 
words, 4 John x; 7.. whereuponthe De- 
- vil prefently leaves him. | 
Canthy: Sins be greater than Chriſt's 
Viarie ?; Or thine Offences, than his Sa- 
crifice.? 'Tis ftrange if the Malignity 
of rhy-Sin ſhould, be as infinite: as. the 
Vine of his Dearth. 
- He hath ſatisfied for all the Saints that 
ever came to Heaven; and:put by. fins 
| 19:the. balance. with theirs, : and ſurely 
; | they cannot-weigh ſo much... He was 
a propitiation for the, (ins of the, whole 
worla:; and.are thy fins as great, as the 
ſas of the. whole World:? - If-part of 
his:Merits be enough. to ſave. Ten thou- 
Tang damn'd Spuls-in Hell, .if they. had 
applied ir ; .is it, not enough: to ary 
God for. thy Sjns, which are far leſs? 
55/05 4 Was 


of Choiceſt Mercy." - 


Was not Chriſt charg'd with as , rear 
Sins as thine can. be,- when he was'@p- 


on the Croſs ? Or are.thy ſingle Sins 


bigger than all thoſe the Prophet means, 


when he faith, 1/2. 53- 6. 47d the Lord 


hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. © 

Well then, plead thy Saviour's death, 
fince it was for his honour to ſatisfy for 
fins of ſd deep a dye: 'Tis faid'in thy' 
Word, *Tis,a Joy to a, Righteous Man 
to perform Judgmenr ;' and ſhall ir nor 
be much” more a' Joy ro the Righteous 
God ? Behold, © here [ offer thee the 
Atonement thy Son and {my Saviotir has 
made; and if ir be not enough, I'am' 
content to, periſh: Bur. if it be, I'defire 
 . thee todo me Juſtice with that joy thar 
a Righteous Man would do it with, and 
diſcharge. my Tranſgreſſions. And if 
thou dolt objeft, that I have flung away 
this] Sati-faQion ,: and would not have 
it: T anſwer, My Saviour's ſatisfaction 
was for ſuch ſins as "thoſe, 'otherwiſe 
. none would be {av'd ; for was there any 
but refuſed the Proffer of it ar firſt, and 
made Demurs before they entertain'd 
it ? Ler thy Objeions be what they 
will, Chriſt ſhall be my Attorney to an- 
ſwer for me. K 3 gthly, 


L737 


fins. 


walk. 


would'not loſe. an opportunity of 
- ® Conqueſt : For ie: would. pleaſe, him 
' more to do great works tian little, and. 
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 Chiefeſt Sinners Objefts 
athly, Chrift is able to take away great 


Did he ever let any one: that came to 


| him-with a great infirmity, go back 


without a Cure, and diſhooour himſelf 
ſo: much, as that it ſhould be ſaid, It 
was 4 Diſtemper too prot for the Power 
of Jeſus to remedy ? And why ſhould 
there beany Sin that he cannot pardon? 
'Tis as eaſy for him to heal the one as 
the other: For he did with as. much. 
eaſe and delight ſay, 7by ſins are: forg#- 
ven thee ; as lay, Toke up thy bed, and 


Haſt thou Seven Devils? Suppoſe a 
Legion, 7. e..6666 ;_ he did diſpolſels a 
Body of. as many : Can he nar as eaſily 

diſpolſeſs a. Soul? If thou hadſt Ten 
henliod Legions , 1 dare fay. 


h 


to ſhow how far his Power can reach. 
Were it not for ſuch Objes, we 


could not know whether he could /aye 


zo the utmoſt, or no, 7, Heb. 2.5. What 
bas he this ably for? tolye idle? No 
 furely, 


rſt 


} 


Earth to the higheſt: Heaveris'; would 


FR uOTS 
of TE 


ſurely; to be cxertis'd our this Moſt 
difficult Tasks, Suppoſe'the:Sermiliof 
thy Sins were as long as'to reach/frony 


this reach tothe utmoſt of ChrifPs Abi- 
lity-?-If chou hadſt finndeas farras any 


 man-in the workd can'(ing'/yer Hah thow 


art; not. © got without; /'the!: Verge: of 
Chriſt's - $dving-Power: '\ That word” 
«twoft dare ſex againſt:ajbthy'Objetti: 
ons. If you: had the:Sins. of alb the 
damn'd imHell yupom you, you:could:not 
put either his Free Grace or-vaſt Power 
ro a Nonplus.'. His Blood:is- of thas 
Virtue, that were it pour'd-our upon a 
Devil, it} would ' make: \ aps prelently 
commentea glorious A 

- What iseither 2 — alight Dib. 
eaſe/ to: Omnipatency, whem with the 


Gimme Wordihe' cani cure wm 092 : 


well as DARE) 


But may the Soub fay; 6-do nap gue» 
ſtion his' Rewer bur bis Wi. ot 


fore; 


«thiy. chriſt s Netwre: Jeads ante flw 


Alerey to the greateſt Sinner & | 
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_ / Some; queſtion. whether. Chriſt-will: 
| "om them,for theylook upon himas a. 
bard Maſter, that will not caſfily forgive. 
But Chriſt: gives: another CharaCter: of 
himſelf, 11. Mer. 28, 29, ;when he ex-: 
horts mea to cone. to him; he'tells 
_ them they muft not judge him:to be:of 
a Tugged andimplacable nature, :butas 
week as they are:(inful, Meeknels.is 
ſeen in pardoning of Injuties; not keep- 
ing them in memory,'to beger and che+ 
Tiſh Revenge..'' Now: the: greater. the 
Provocation, the. more:tran{cendent.:45 
that Meekneſs roipals'ir by:' 7 © >: 
'- Did he ever upbraid/any- with their 
Offences, and hitrhem in the teethrwith 
their former Extravagancies'? 7. Luk, 
44. Chriſt makes a Narrative of Mary's 
aQs of' kindneſs to-him, bur:not a: ſylla. 
ble of! her/ foul Tranſgreſſions, Are thy 
fins ſo great ? ſurely Chriſtwhodelights 
in his Compaſſions, will not loſe ſuch 
an opportunity of evidencing 'botly'his 
Power, ard his' Pity upon ſuch Sub: 
je j; For if there cannot be ſo great a 
- Sinner as thou art, he is never like to | 
have ſych a ſeaſon for it, if he'miſs of Þ 


TOE. bly. 
? 
" * » 


er 
EM 
I 


z 


tr 
ra 


. - 6 : EY 
£ EY $24. Le FE 
dS , 
- bf oF 


en D q Lo P ; 
os” 2 OIKTY 4d Lada 4 oY. > a3, — 0" 
2; EE RS - 79 Wy I IG 
[Fs 2 S 2 I ET OW > WT LEY ITS. 4 Oe EDEN a LITE a5 = 4 

y 52% by $ BS 7 res. 3:2 III ELIE AS; a RE "-- ; p . 

TEE ING 4 TO” RI 7 3 IR Bs v.08 - 7. ROETOY LEST RE IT OW ee) Py Tr ” 

. .. is d $ ” ” - RR PIO >. ah EE 
& an. 7 5 4 
=> LY o - 


of Oni Mey vi 


=” a - 
I's 4-4 43 T2 


C WT ag. 


2 : this'very- account, 1'Hebi7 7. 25%" W | 


comes Chritt to beſo able to ſave tothe 
urmoſt'? :?Fis becauſe: he ever :lpbes ts! 
miake interceſſion for them": For! whom?! 
for thole that tome to God by him. What: 
basChriſt-his life in; Heaven for bur 
to intercede? - And would his Father's 
love to-him, and the greatneſs of his in- 
tereſt in God be diſcover'd;:by'granting 
F fome {fmall Requeſts, the pardon pf a 
| few and little Sins? Chriſt. isconſecra- 
ted 'Prieft- by: the *Oath of God, Heb: 7. 
28. would God-pur himſelf to/his'Oarht 
for a light 'bulineſs; a thing of little:mo# 
ment? Whar: is:the:end of. this Oath ? 
Compare” it' with 'Hcb::6;' 18,29; 18 


For men verily ſwear by: 1ht greater y and 


an oath for confirmation # to | them "an 
end of all flrife. 'Wherein God willing 
more tbundantly to'thew'anto the heirs of 
promiſe the immutability of his counſel, tot» 
firn"d it by an "oath: And all is thay ou. 

' might have '/fr0ng' iconſolativn. + 
ng Comtort could there be, "+ 

E 129"77 - tt 


| D altthy Chrig Was dens by. God: upoui 


fore! he' is able fo' ſave them to the uirere' 
moſt that come .unto God by bim.'\ How © 


| lictle Debrs'x were | ated 7 ? -"Whaes Ts. 
the end of an. Oath? #. 16. .to'take 
away frife; Men! do not ſtrive-wi 
. God, or doubt 'of his Mercy to forgive 
lictle Sins; For they think chat will be 


done of 'ceurſe. Burt the great conteſt | 


men have with God, is about his wil> = 

lingneſs: to remit great Debts, ſcarlet. 

Sins : ; Upon this- account - the ſeife is Þ - * 

between God and doubting; Sianers = 
cherefore to bring this Conteſt roa.pe- 
riod, God hath put himſelf to his. Oath, 

- agd ſworn that Chriſt ſhould be a Prieſt 
for ever, totaks away all irife berween 
him and believing Sinners... 

_ - Fori\whom is: this ftrong, edaſolation 
founded! upon God's Oath? wr3; For 

thoſe that fy for refuge. Now the Ci- 

ties of refuge were. not. appointed: for 
ordivary. Crimes, 'but for, blood, to ſe- 

cure the MalefaQor from the Avenger. 

Shall. I. add further, God is; beſt 

as'd with Chriſt when he makes 19- 

"or ſor- the greatel Tranſgrel- 

$ 

NN thou. hadft been ons...of 

Murtherers, and hadſt given 
| thy Vote againft _; . perhaps thou - 
| ( _ wouldſt 


pardon; while he was {pol 


\tam 


u arts oa 
'You' know Chriſt | y? 


ie Cte 
And God gives this as one reaſon why 
s would Ze him, "T6." $3715: 't 
all divide him, &c, why?" cant be 
ws out his Soul to death. What 
pour he hear fig for , if God Had 


no mind ;to' pardon” it ? And bes 


0 F cauſe he was aumbread. among the tranſ- 


reſſors, which the Evangeliſt under- 
ands of his bein og reid with 
Thieves, Mark r5.28. And therefore 


his making interceſſion for TraofgreC - 
fors,' muſt be underſtood of his Prayer. 


upon the Croſs. And'if God did exalt 
him for this, would God be pleaſed with 
him, or would Chriſt anfiver the end of 


his Exaltftion, if he did ceaſe to make- 


Incerceſſon for Sinhers of che. like 


92. 
Tell God, that he ſent Chriſt £5 bleſs 
you, As 3.26. in converting you ; 
and deſire Chriſt to do his Office. 41 


7th] > Chriſt &« intruſted by ( God to give 


out his Grace to great Sinners... 


. Chrift 
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: Chiefeſt Sinners 0bjefts 5 


Chriſt is God's Lord 'Almoner for the 


diſpenſing Redemption, and the riches _ 


'of his Grace... To whom ?. Not to the 


Righteous, they have no need of it; bur 
to Sinners, and thoſe that have the 
greatelt neceſſity. UT DE = 
He would be an ill Steward, who 
when. intruſted by his Lord to beſtow 
his Alms upon. the Poor, fhould'over- 
look the moſt miſerable, indigent, and 
neceſſitous Perſons, when they crave 
ir of him, and relieve choſe that. had 
not fo great and crying Wants: 

Chriſt is a. Prieſt for intents. of the 
ſame ature as che Legal Typical Prieſts 
were.. -- They were to have compaſſion, 
Heb. 5. 2. pelecomaler, to meaſure out 
their compaſſion, to order the Sacrifice 
according to the natute of theyfin of the 
Perſon that preſented ir. So is Chrift 
by virtue of his Ofice to meaſure our 
his Grace according to the greatneſs. of 
a man's neceſſity ; as Manna was to- 


be gathered according to ' every ones 


wants. Bd 
Well then, to conclude. this Exhor- 


tation. Embolden thy ſelf to draw 


near to Chriſt. 'Tis the Apoſtle*s uſe 
5 Un | | "x 


he makes of all his PM DoGtin ne, 
Heb. 10. 19. tc "God requires "oY 
heart without ſin,” but a heart 'withooe 
guile. Who' needs more boldneſs th: 

reat Sinners ? And the Apoftle fe F 
limits to it. _ Let us, who'hi n as 
great. Sinners as any þ reſolve to. do'as 


they in Jeremy. did, Jer. 3* 22. T 
had both.a Comman and a Pron 
Return, there's the Command. | If wil 
heal, 8&c, there's the Promiſe.: ' Pre- 
ſeotly, they reply, We will come to thee 

c. They ſeem to ſnatch the Promiſe 
out of God's motith,” ”_ 

How will theſe quick ag and Trady vir 
verts riſe up in jud ENT inſt thy 
ſlowneſs and dulne > Stial hey do 
this upon one Promiſe ; and when thou 
haft all che Promiſes in the Book of God 
repeated to thee, ſhall God hear'no other 
anſwer but this, We wilt not return, or 
we dare Wt come, we. dare not believe 
thee ?. 

Did God give, but one Promiſe to 
Adaw, and did he embrace it, and live 
upon it all his life ; (for'we read of no 


more he bad than that of the Sced'of the 


Woman breaking the Serpent's head? 
an 
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and wilt thov not. return, when thou | 
| OR EET INT PEEL B.-L SOLE PEE Mae 5, 7 "_ 
haſt ſo many Promiſes killing every page Þ 


_marbe.oeprure? 0. 
- Haſt chou nota world of Precedents ? 
Did not God take up all his Saints from 
the. Dunghil with all their Rags, and 
Cclathe them.? Were any of them borh 
Princes, and. Sons of Heaven? Alas, }| 
every man at firſt ſued for a Saviocurin F 
the- right of a: Singer; and all pleaded 
in the Court of Heaven in forma. pau- 

peris, Were they not Debtors, and could 
they do that which might make God 

croſs our one of. thoſe Sums they ow'd 

" kim? Oh thiopk not then thou canſt 
_ dammyp that correat of Love that has 

flow'd ſo freely to the World for ib ma- 

ny Ages. Tho' thy Dilcaſe be BTL OU%s 

-yet "cis not irrecoverable, provided thou 

goelt to the Phyſician, He can with a 

breath. burn up thy Corruptiggs as ſoon 

as difſolve the” Creation.  Chrift can 

' rurnthe muddieſt water into ſuch Wine 

that can pleaſe the. heart both of God 

and Man.. As you have been Veſſels of 

_ Sin, if, you! will be, Vellels of Repen- 

rance, God will make you brimful'of 

Mercy. Plead not therefore thy own 

un wor- 
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op Chriſt veyt 


XF vnworthineſs. Man's unworth In 
F - ver yet hindered the flowing of” Gi 
FF kindneſs. "Tis too weak x Bank's Q 1 
 thecurrent of God's favour: The greater ; 
TS thy unworthineſs > the greater advan- 
F tage has free Grace to manifeſt its un- 
FF controulable Excellency, That Man dif. 
honours Ged , that ſers his Sin above 
God's | Goodneſs , or has Unworthineſs 
above God's Condeſcention. You cannot 
do God a greater pleaſure, than to come 
to him to be"made clean.” When he 
1 reckons up thy Sin, 'tis nox'with an up- 
$ draiding, but'a compaſſionate figh, Jer. 
| =13,'27- He longs for the time of thy 
returning-; and minds thee of thy Sin, 
"that thou mayſt the ſooner ſeek a reme- 
dy ; and wonders thou wilt contrgue 
in ſuch a filchy Condition fo long. 


gs, E 4. Caution, 


1. Think not thy Sins are patdomd, be- 
»] cauſe they are not ſo great 4s thoſe God has 
1 pardoyd in others. 


This +is a4 — confolationem 7; Hiewny 
WISEF OV wie” Es _ in Vol. 1. 
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ing of Sig as:they; had.?; 


12. x 
perſon to.go,op jn;fin. 1 Ab: 

If thou doſt now ſuck ſyeh. poiſon out 
of this Doftrine., \and--hoaft of that 
Name: God ,proclaims Exod.:34-6,:7« 
take the: Cooler along with-thee;; and 
remember it 15.one part of . his. Name, 
By no means to clear the gueltye He never 
intended- thoſe Mercies for Sinners, as 
<inners, byt as -penitent., Penitents, as 
{uch, are not guilty, becauſMepentance 
is.a moral revocation of a Sin, ang al- 


ways fp ppoſerh faith in Chrift.- _Therg 


is forgiveneſs with God, Pſal. 130; 4. but 
it is that be may be. feared, not; delpiled. 


_ God never interided mercy. as a ſanlua» 
Ty to prateCtt Sin, _ 


I {}, *Tuf Fa 


e&- not-this Dottrine. encourage any F' 
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i; 'Ti i if ingemois to I; OD *- Great 
BY Tequlers, great Duties, not great 
Faro of. Grace ſhould make us 
net neſs . in 2 - more, chearful | 
*N Hh Sin ber. What High ingratitude i is.it, 
b.be Mech 'd:to fin, becauſe God is in- 
clin'd'to pardoni; to have a frozen heart 
to him, | oc he hath a — heart 
to thee ? What, to kick a him, 
becauſe he has bowels; - af Fo bis wick- 
&; beeatiſe God is good ? To turn 
Grace it ſelf ifito wantonneſs. Is this 
fo fear his Goodneſs? No, *tis to tram- 
bk. no it, to make that which ſhould 
thee to holineſs, a Bawd to. thy. 
Loft, and God himſelf a a Pan rto the 
- Devil... © 
If thou doſt 'thus ſlight the deſign of 
this Mercy, | which thou canſt never 
prize , at -t00 high a. rate, 'tis certain, 
thou nevet hadft the leaſt raſte of ir. If. 
thou hadſt, thou couldft not lin ſo free- 
A For: when Grace 'eniters, it makes 
e Soul « dead to ſin, Rom. 6. r, 2. The 


Apoſtle anſwers ſuch a ben wations | 
 witha God forbid. E350 tut 
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" ſumptuous rate. 
he Penirent, but 
fo to bis Threargings.” | 
ling to receive Grace, 'thou mayſt 
it, but upon; God's Conditions. He v 


not pin it upon thy £c where FEY 
wir 07-00. 'b Minis 


| come the fe 
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ſuch an imagi 7” as Tl 
| d 4h: cops 2 ele 


nation oy is £ 
Hell- ire and flings it in ch cf | 


| the words in bis rk, AR cying, 
peace., thaygh Þ mai i ade #raaginudion 


| BRIE. pare.” © 54d bng e292. 1 $910 1 
As "is Goodaefs "jk * react F; 
thou" doſÞ» ſpife 5 £9" 
gh keg. chou; 
; Sins" are 


oe, Pet" Fx dork: 
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race. 
© Who-eanl : telly"! 


vn,” liercy. to." 
bat. agaialt knowls 
rangly fo 
muſt firit..be.g- 
> As ing. Repent, * 
fo tbe7 208r; fins « 
then Turarion: [This 
ly given” to-'penitent, $ 
know:-not - whether: \ you! 
- buy out may 
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' not repent, -you ſhall be data? d. As 
there _is infinite Grace to pardon. You, 
if you repent ; ſd. there is infinite, U- 7 
ſite! to' puniſh you, if you''do not re-" # 
xht. The Goſp' 1 binds us to our go 
haviour as 'much- as the Law. 
: P. N T S.. 
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